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At the present moment, when the inTeterate 
enemy of this countiy is exerting all the efforts of 
his mind, and all the strength of the states which 
be has ensia-ved, to accomplish our rain as a fee 
and independent nation, it becomes, more than 
ever, our duty to unite hand, head, and heart, in 
opposing his designs ; and to suspend, and forgot 
altogether, tho^ jfwtyanimo^tks, whether civil 
or reli^ous, which din any way diminish or 
distract our efforts. ’There is nothing wMch can so 
effectually paralyze these efforts as the diffusion 
of an idea,’ that one part of the people is oppr^sed 
by the other, and has a le^ interest in the pressen- 
vatioa- and haaiiitenmiee of' the existing 'gcfett- 
ment. Nor is the idea more ii^urmus than it is 
unjust. Every honest 'i^an has an -equal interest 



support of those laws which secure his in- 
^ ;|]Oceat freedom, and extend impartial punishment 
'tj> the person who attempts his property, life, or 
domestic happiness. But were circumstances 
different, this is not,tlsefft time, if ever there can 
be a fit time, togoidx>ut and persuade the people 
that they are ill governed. Such persuaders, 
indeed, will seldom want hearers ; for their abuse 
is readily received ; human weakness is inclined 
to believe what it wishes to be true ; and the 
consequences of personal misconduct, poverty 
and its train of evils, -are willingly thrown from 
the individual who is, at once, the cause and the 
sufferer, to the governiTMit itself, or those who 
aihninistar it. Bat tJae effects of such an impres- 
sion are deeply to be r^retted. Discontent 
assumes a wider ciicalation, and the arm of every 
person thus pemtaded is unnerved, and rendened 
uselti»»'tOi,hk*0®«ntii5?4he is led to felieve that 
he his BO pewonal fi^sto protect, and that he is 
called upon to undertake the gratuitous defence 
of others in a cause whe^he has no interest at 
slake- .. ■ , 

--..I f . 

.Truth, duly, interest, point out 

a very different ii*i|eiiff4»nd«ct. If- there he ati^ 
tJmig worth defet^pi^ in a country, liberty of 
peism, security of property, freedom of employ- 
Kieat, the participatic® of equal laws, and tlie 


uncontrolled exercise of religious worsliip, ar^ 
surely, among the most valuable possessions that 
its people can ccMitend for. These the inhabitants 
of this country, of every rank and persuasion, 
enjoy at present, and have enjoyed long. These 
are now at issue; for the enemy’s attack is against 
the pergonal liberties of every individual in the 
British empire, as well as against the independence 
and existence of the British government. Two 
small islands in the Atlantic are all of Europe 
that has not been despoiled by the harpies, oi 
has not crouched to the gigantic power of revolu- 
tionary France ; their monarch is the only one 
that has not obeyed the mandates, or fled the 
vengeance, of theCorsican,because their monarch 
is the cwly one who reigns over a free people. 
The Areata ctf the enemy are inferior only to his 
disappointment. Britain alone <Astructs his ccma-r 
plete success ! Britain has withdrawn a legitimate 
sovereign from his tasammels i Britain prevents 
the accomplishment of his three wishes.* The 
laurels of conquest refiise to flourish, and 
upon his brow, until Ai& nation shall send ite 
princes to follow his triumphal car. The sword 
(rf* our Edward, and the armour our Henry i 
the tapestry of Blenheim, the froiAies j« St. 
Paul’s, and the artiHefy' in our $l»' 
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wanted to decorate the capital of the spoiler of 
the world, and to be placed by the side of the 
stolen apparel of Frederick, and the plunder of 
Italy and Prussia. Until this country be re- 
duced, he cannot unite the trophies of the eastern 
and western world to the displayed eagles of the 
north and south ; nor, what is of still mightier 
moment in his wishes, and in the apprehension 
of every thinking being, can he, while Britain 
reihains unsubdued, spread his gloomy despotism 
over the earth, and leave no enlightened spot to 
invite the steps of the weary, and to afford refuge 
to the oppressed. 

Such being the cause of his enmity to us, and 
such the consequences to which it would lead, 
is it probal^ it can ever cease, but with our 
freedom ; b* there any one among us who can 
it to sO ? God forbid ! But may it 
not be femWed or mitigated ? Has Buonaparte, 
then, been ever known to relinquish any project, 
though he may have altered his mode of execU- 
tiSd? Bat some will say, may we not obtain 
^ce fttih btUff, and thus relieve ourselves from 
the wei^t Of the impending storm ? Yes, doubt- 
Ici®, we majr obtaih a peace: but of what kind ? 
one that Will increase the tempest which it may 
suspend : a peace that we must purchase by the 
relinquishment of conquests that are not to be 




made again without heavy charges, while he 
gives up only such as he can readily recover, and 
has already wasted ; a peace, in short, that will 
afford him the surest means of undermining our 
power. We well knew the nature and value of 
a Corsican peace, when the influence of the 
tyrant was less extensive* and the knowledge 
encourages no hasty experiment of another trial. 
What, then, shall we do ? We must resist man- 
fully. The fate of war is in the hands of Ppj- 
vidence. Though our dangers appear great smd 
multiplied, we must continue ; though the whole 
continent is formed into a league, perhaps, indeed, 
an unwilling one, against us, yet the battle is 
not always to the many. The stake contended 
for is every thing dear to mankirid —7 the God of 
justice is the umpire. ‘if 

For such a stake, who, that is not a vassal of 
France, will refuse to contend ! who, that is not 
an enemy to his country, will dispute its value, 
or weaken the ardour of its defenders ! Where 
the few are opposed to the many, 'union, zealous 
union, is essential to their success. The liberty 
which they enjoy is the tie that binds them ; the 
connections which they love, form the zeal wjbich 
animates, them. Churchman, Dissent®* and 

* ' i'f ... , . ; I ' 

Catholic'have the same cause to defend. Where 
their genei-^l existea® is threatened, their mutual 



differences shduld ce^. The season in which 
they are all ei^ualiy attacked, is not the season 
to think of any thing but equal, united resist* 
ance. 

Religious dispute have, at all times, been 
attended with the most fatal consequences to 
the country in which they are excited. They 
are those that involve the highest interests of 
mankind, and render calm discussion almost 
impracticable. Their agitation must, therefore, 
be at all times to be deprecated, as it tends to 
inflame passion, and to disunite the people ; 
and, in these realms, their agitation seems unne- 
cessary at any time, for the great national and 
personal stake is ever the same. If power be 
withheld from some, it is the only enjoyment 
that no one has a right to demand, and that 
which it isdfiHliscfeet in any to require. Every 
othef motive td co-operation has been increased 
during this reign, by the removal of those diffi- 
culties, whether real or imaginary, under which 
those persons laboured who refused their respect 
to tim Cg^iished worship of the country. 

'.I,' r>' 

Surely, enough has nowbten seen of the spirit 
of revolution (a spirit, the effects of which are 
Still operating on the continent), to induce us to 
h^itete before we adopt any speculative theories 
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of melioration in our internal government, a 
government which the experience of so many 
years lias proved the most practically wise, and 
the best adapted to human nature, of any in the 
universe. By the removal of old habits, the 
mind becomes unoccupied, aud is left open to 
the intrusion of new ones, often more dangerous, 
always doubtful, precarious, and, for some time, 
incapable of producing that uniformity of action 
which is so necessary in times of difficulty. 
Under these impressions, and recollecting also 
the characters and talents (the word is employed 
without invidiousness)of the persons who brought 
tlie measures forward, we eaniKit but testify our 
great surprise at some late attempts at change, 
which appear to have been made without due 
consideration of the cemsequenees. The agita* 
tion of the catholic question, when Chmtianity 
itself is threatened ; the change in the Scottish 
laws, when the great mass of British liberty is at 
stake ; the abolition of the slave trade, when the 
whole commerce of the country is in danger, 
seem to be measures, the consideTalion of which 
might have been postponed, at- least, if for no 
other reason, yet for this, that it must create 
differences when eveiy thing requii-ed unimt j 
and mpst occupy a considerable poitiqti of the 
time and feculties wWch the*defejftee the 
country, and . the discomfiture of itn inveterate 


^nemy, were objects sufficient to require and to 
engross the whole. 

But if these speculations had been employed 
on our internal government alone, their conse- 
quences would have been easier prevented, for 
they were so manifest, that the good sense of the 
nation was equal to perceive, and defeat them. 
They have extended, however, beyond the limits 
of the realm, and towards the most valuable of 
all our foreign possessions, to that country which 
Buonaparte, and fas est ah haste doeeri, justly 
considers as the great support of our strength 
and independence, and the reduction of which 
lie views as the’, first step towards the accom- 
plishment of our ruin. Need I say that I allude 
to British India, or to the design adopted, and, 
apparently, acted upon, of converting the natives 
to ^htjetiupity^, i»y, of mercmg the contemptu- 
ous, spirit,* as Mr. Buchanan denominates the 
religkm of one description of our Indian subjects. 


implies tills sense. Mr.Buchanan 
speaks of eoilti^pit,witi» 'wiu<^ the Mahomedaus treat 
tlieClmafctt, it to the iiitokraBtoatme 

of thmr reiigioa. If convert^ Christianity, this contempt 
wottld vaosSh ; hat it is not possiUe, at aJI events, he thinks 
.*^V?***^ possible, to coercte this s{nrit, without converting 
fii«a j nor cm» they be converted without coerdop. I kn<^ 
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To say the least <jt this attempt, its success is 
dubious. Admitting, what its advocates hope, 
that it matf be accomplished, yet its progress 
must be slow, and the event remote. In the 
mean while differences will exist, and, from 
these differences, great disordere must be ex- 


Mn Buchanan personally ; I have a high revereiice for his 
motives, and a high opinion of his heart and head; nothing 
liot the same sense of duty which urges him to propose the 
measure, urges me to resist it. I trust we may differ in 
opinion upon the policy of attempting a hazardous measure, 
without being supposed^ to have ony difference as to the 
beneficial results which might arise if its accomplishment 
were certain. He may think we are called upon at ail risks 
to make the attempt ; I certainly think othemise. Oar lirst 
social duty m <Aedieuce to the powei^ that be ; but any mea- 
tUrfc that may endanger' tbe eadstence of these powers, is in . 
opposition to that duty, and although we could produce ex- 
amples of success in converting by power, in other than the 
Mahomedan religion, still, the obligation to attempt it is 
only a matter of eomparative^calculation, unless, indeed* 
we copfider the p lo the apostles — md 
ali mUmSf ** as decisive on this subject. But to do thiSi> 
the adaption of in«na to the end ^ (m adapti«m.'^peculwr to 
our Saviour), implies that we should have those powers 
Which Vere bestowed upon the apostles.' — ’tlie' missionaries 
have them hoi aw sf^ries likely to 'have them ? They 
pretend lb 'the possession. This pretence forms 
the gir^nd of Iheir ext^imraneous thejlis- 

ticb on /Which If is may be^aHowed ’as a sufficient 

test' the' credence fb 'which th^’ are '4itidei in other 
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pected to arise. To effect a change in the reli- 
gious notions of sixty millions of people, whose 
manners, customs, laws, and language, we know 
to have been the same for above two thousand 
years, cannot be either an easy, a speedy, or 
a safe, work. 

The reverence of ancestry, the local attach- 
ments ot habit, the pride of rank, the interest of 
a priesthood, the abstract nature of the religion 
of this people, their pious and strict discharge of 
religious duties, and out apparent neglect of any, 
joined to doubt of our motives, and repugnance 
to all social intercourse, will be formidable diffi- 
culties in the way ot conversion, and will induce 
them to view the attempt with suspicion, if not 
reject it with abhorrence. But to coerce them 
into Christianity — I cannot suppose the idea 
w^ ever seriously en^rtained— -for bow is it to 
be done? ^ By force of arms? O.ur native troops 
would desert our'colours. — -By civil authority ? 
Our native officers vi'ould refuse to obey it. The 
natives of India have borne, from their Pitan and 
Tartar conq^nerors, eveiy species of civil tyranny; 
but the sword of Mahomet, keen as was its edge, 
and strong the ann that wielded dt, made no im- 
pression on the religion of Brama ; and the day 

which its votaries are serionsly convinced that 
we have formed a design against their faitli^ 
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that we even intend to interfere therewith, wili, I 
am convinced, be the first day of real danger to 
the security of our Asiatic possessions, 

Itis, indeed, a question of such magnitude, that 
its discussion, even, is dangerous ; and though 
there maybe reason to imagine, from the connec- 
tion of some persons high in the administration 
of India, with a society whose motives we may 
applaud without approving all their actions, that 
the attempt to create a revolution in the religion 
of Hindostan is meditated as an act of the Indian 
government, yet it seems, for many reasons, advi- 
sable, that as the alarm has been given, the danger 
of the measure should be left to silent operation 
on the minds of its advocates, and that no public 
ste^ should be taken to record either the suspi- 
cion, or the actual entertainment, of the inten- 
tion. Any thing in the nature of public discus- 
sion, will lead either to the avowal of the design, 
or to its disavowal : the latter is needless, and,, 
indeed, improper ; the former must reach India, 
and may thi^ produce such an impression as 
will make the natives believe themselves ab- 
solved Irom tlmirsall^iance, and called upon to 
wist us" with all their power, and in the name 
'ttf'thc9|,God. 

t- •‘■'S' . ■■ ' j ’ 

I shall not dwdi upon those circumstances 

# ■ 




almost confirm the notion of a design to 
convert the natives of India, but I shall endea- 
vour to consider the measure as an abstract 
question, altogether free of any party or religious 
■prejudice. That it is a question of the highest 
importance no one can deny. All must admit 
how desirable it would be to diffuse the bless- 
ings of a pure faith, and divine morality, among 
those who are overspread with ignorant and 
gross superstitions; but those who are most 
anxious for the measure would, I am sure, give 
it up, if convinced that it could not be effected 
without plunging the country into confusion, 
and endangering the very existence of our Indian 
empire. 

To the motives'that have animated the advo- 
cates for converting the people of Hindostap, I 
must cffemy humble upd unqualified assent, for 
the Unrivalled «xceilmce of our religion may 
justly make us anxbiis to extend its blessings to 
all mankind. But if is *nQt because they consider 
the superstitions of Mahomet, or Brama, as well 
calculated to effect the present and firtpre happi- 
ness of the people, that th«e persons who think 
it unadvi^ahl© to iMke injures in con- 
verting the natives, deprecafB the attempt, but 
b«:ause th^ are ccmvinced it is an ilnprac- 

-i.-f *t.. . , 7 
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tkaWe work, and one that will be productive of 
incalculable danger. This opinion they found on 
the well-known characters of the Hindus and 
^Mahometans of India ; ^nd the dispute, instead 
of being whether it is advisable to comer t the 
natives, is, whether, under all the circumstances 
of the case, it would be prudent to make the 
attempt. 

Bom in a Christian country, and educated in 
the principles of the Christian faith, it would ill 
become the writer, and is far from his design, to 
resist any endeavours to propagate Christianity, 
where those endeavours^ are not likely to excite 
dangerous commotions. Nay, he thinks that it 
would be high and in^ious presumption to dis- 
suade the attempt, unless upon strong and unan- 
swerable grounds of public safety : that those 
who propose the measure are not called upon to 
prove it advisable ; but that those who resist it 
are to shew that they resist upon just and suft- 
cient ^uads- They niust prove that aucc^ is 
not only uncertain, but iiap<»8ib|e i;a*id that the 
attempt will not cmiy encounter violent oppcwi- 
tion,* but will produce consequences of the most 
Claiming kind, ' If this fs done, the attemptiyill, 
I .am . I^wnaded, ^be r^nquished by many, of 
tlwiss^bo are. hoi, ita?;greate»t jadfqcstes*; .fth I 
believe they have nothing morf at hesitt than the 



happiness of the natives oi India, and the prospe, 
rity of Great Britain.* 

The question, therefore, is not whether it would 
be of advantage to the natives of India to become 
Christians ; for upon this there can be no manner 
of doubt. Neither is it whether it is our duty to 
endeavour to convert them ; for here, also, the 
obligation is clear. But it is rather, whether the 
natives of India can be converted by human ef- 
forts,' and whether it is our duty to make these 
efforts, regardless of any national consequences 
that may ensue. There are many things veiy 
desirable, which are not at all practicable ; many 
events which would in themselves be highly be- 
neficial, though the means of attaining them are 
dangerous, and their successful employment 
extremely doubtful. In such cases the chanoes 

. .<■? 

• By these wivocates I pertaioly mean a different descrip- 
tioa of persons from the members of the two Misaonary 
Societies, who have lately set themselves up as the standard 
of religious orthodoxy, and the models of moral coiiduct. 
Ttose who attack all existing r^latbas, and propose tfair 
own cru^ti^ » the perfeetioa of reason and faith, can have 

no coMid^rahle affectiwa for the paWic good. Thgrare 

cast in too large a mould; and what was said of the diffe- 
rence between the owl and the* wlpdcock, may ‘fee here 
applied to them, are Fuller m the head. Fuller in 

tiW body, every where,’* 


15 


are carefully compared. If ninety-niue ships ia 
a hundred effect a safe passage to a good market, 
there is a sufficient motive to undertake the 
voyage; but if one ship only is fortunate, and 
ninety-niae perish, we must consider that man 
as BMid who would embark his wealth and persoil 
on such an adventure. 

Now it is, doubtless, very desirable that the 
Hindus and Mahomedaiis should be converted 
to Cbristianity ; and great, indeed, would be 
the merit of those who effected tliis conversicm. 
It is desirable in as much as it must increase their 
present happiness, and afford th«mi reasonable 
hopes of future enjoyment, motives by which 
<mr civil, as well as religious obligations require 
us to be influenced, for it ia the bounden duty 
of every government to provide, in the best way 
it can, for the security and prosperity of those 
under its chaise, and to avoid every measure 
vrfiksh can endanger their permanency, But the 
British government tff India, say people, who 
know little about the, sub^fc, wbi^ fh«y may,, ip 
already, the highes4,,W®ssing to the natives of 
that TOUfttry. They have been preserved thereby 
for above fifty yeaia from hostile invasion, an 
unexampled occurrence in their history; and 
they have been penn^ted, the safe eiyoyment 
and free disposal of their .property, a privilege 
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never possessed by their ancestors under any 
other government. While our administration 
is, on the one hand, productive of such ad- 
vantages to the natives, our Indian possessions 
are, on the other, of the greatest importance to 
this country. They afford it a‘ very considerable 
portion of the wealth, and educate a large pro- 
portion of the seamen, by which it is enabled to 
preserve its independence, and successfully to 
struggle against its enemies. We are, therefore, 
called upon by every inducement of national 
interest, and of duty to those who derive benefit 
from our protection, to continue to afford it, and 
to afford it in such manner as may be attended 
with the least hazawi to its security. This is 
a consideration which we should never lose 
si^t of. 

Now, the history of every country prodiices 
unquestictoabie proof that the greatest danger has 
always attended an attempt to interfere with its 
rel^on. In civilizcKi Europe, where every sci- 
ence and art is carried to such a height, and where 
the text, ftem, whence all deduce their religious 
opinionsjiis thei ^Haej, and is open to all, we 
observe, unfiMtunatety, that though all profess 
Christianity, they are divided into numberless 
Sects, each of which con^dcfii its own interpre- 
tdtionas the only standard of pure faith. Though 


y ' ;y if 

these sects agree in the principal articles of belief, 
and differ in such only as strangers might consider 
of no material consequence, yet we find that nei- 
ther persecutions nor rewards have been able to 
reconcile them to each other, and that martyrdom 
has been cheerfully encountered in the defence 
of their respective tenets. How many have been 
the lives sacrificed for believing too much, or too 
little, or for believing differently from those who 
possessed the power of punishing ! Force and 
argument have been equally unsuccessful in 
bringing people to one mind ; and the several 
governments of Europe have been reduced to the 
ultimate necessity of tolerating persuasions dif- 
ferent from their own, and of permitting modes 
of worship in direct opposition thereto. If, then, 
the endeavour to reconcile opposing systems 
failed where the parties were agreed upon in the 
principal articles of their belief ; if governments 
have been unable to bring the several subjects of 
a state to the ri^t way of thinking, fw there 
can be but .one' right way, and if the attempt 
has led to rebellion, to the subversion of the esta- 
blishment, and to the |<m of whole province for 
ever what may we not justly apprehend from 
an endwour to force the natives of India to the 
adoption of a religion so diflferent, in every i©-. 
spect, from their own, and so contrary to aJI their 
prejudices and ^tahlished habits ? If it is dan- 

c 
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gerOus to admit the Catholic to a participation of 
power, and impracticable to reduce the articles 
of his creed, though he will eat and associate 
with us, and is guided by the same customs of 
civil life — what are we to effect with the Hin- 
du, who, like Shylock, will not eat with us, ^vili 
not drink with us, much less pray with us; whom 
we offend daily by killing the animal he holds 
most sacred, and by eating of the bodies into 
which the souls of his progenitors have transmi- 
grated } 

Christianity seems always to have despised the 
efforts of power, and to have owed its propagation 
to other than human means. Nothing can prove 
this nwre effectually than its history. Springing 
in a country and among people the most despised, 
it over-ran the Roman empire in spite of contempt 
and persecution. It was communicated^ by con- 
quered Italy to the barbarians who subdued it, 
by the suffering Britons to their Saxon invaders. 
Previous to it becoming the religion of the state, 
its professors and its martyrs were spread through 
every province of the Roman empire. But its 
diffusion was checked from the moment it was 
supported by temporal authority. The still small 
voice, which called nations to profess the faith 
of Jesus, was hdard no longer ; and human means, 
efficient as they might be Supposed to be, were 
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unable to attract or to impel a single \"otary ; 
but, on the contrary, zeal diminished and Christia- 
nity declined ; disputes about modes of faith took 
place of religious duties, and the cure of heresy 
became as desperate an undertaking as the con- 
version of paganism. 

The Christian religion had been but a very 
little time the established religion of the Ro- 
man empire, before the Christian bishops be- 
gan to dispute on what Christianity consisted 
in. Several involved themselves in heresies 
which excited serious commotions, and required 
the exercise of temporal authority to suppress 
them. The human imagination, ever restless, 
appears to have encouraged new interpretations 
of scripture, and to have endeavoured at a novel 
system, w'hich should blend the simplicity of 
the faith of Jesus with the mvsterious visions of 
Plato, and with the grosser accompaniments of pa- 
ganism. The church^ of Egypt and Africa were 
particularly tainted ; and those of Ronre and Con* 
^ntinopie, the churches ©f the iistia and the 
Greek world, separated cm the insertion of a 
particle in their creed. These evils are not, 
however, consequences arising from ChristianiPf 
itself, whwe every precept breathes peace and 
good will to mankind, but they are the 
■ ■ ‘ - c g ■ " 


produced by those zealous professors who would 
confine th§ mercy of heaven to those only who 
think on every matter in precisely the same terms 
wdth themselves, and who deny virtue, faith, or 
knowledge to any others. What are we to expect 
fi'om them, when one is of Paul, another of 
Apollos, and when none are endowed with the 
powers, though they all assume the maimer, of 
the apcstles ? 

When the discoveries of Columbus and Gama 
opened new worlds to the enterprize of Portugal 
and Spain, the anxious bigotry of those govern- 
ments urged the conversion of the natives of 
America and India- Mexico, Cuba, Peru, w'ere 
easily conquered by the latter power ; the coast 
of Malabar displayed the flags, and acknow- 
ledged the authority of the former- But the 
tyxmmj which cmiid depeople Cuba, and occa- 
sion the death of millions— -unmurmuring mil- 
lions — was unable to eradicate the ignorant 
superstitions of the Americans ; and the.bishops 
of Portugal alienated by their missionaries, those 
'coaEtii« which her generals had subdued by 
their arms. - Titl^ without territory, and sees 
without a flock, are alllhat remain of an empire 
which, at one time," promised to extend itself 
oyer the peninsula m India. 
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While these things were carrying on under 
the protection of the governments of Spain and 
Portugal, a religious society, distinguished for 
its zeal and learning, was exerting its best efforts 
to establish Christianity in Asia, and to extend 
the Catholic faith in Europe, But, although the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew disposed of 70,000 
of the fii^t protestants of France; though the 
persecutions of Philip nearly unpeopled the low 
countries ; though the priests carried pardon, 
favour, and rewards in one hand, and fire, sword, 
and vengeance in the other ; yet they reclaimed 
no apostates from their church, but found that, 
though they were supported by the civil and 
military authority of a powerful monarch, their 
ejideavours to extinguish the protestant faith 
tleiuged France with blood for above half a cen- 
tury, and gave to the states of Holland, in a 
motive for resistance, the means of shaking off 
the doniinatio*! of Spain, and of becoming a free 
ahd an independent people. 

The skill and science of the Jesuits likewise 
obtaijied for their misSiwtiaries a ready admission 
into the kingdoms of China aitd Japan. They 
taught medicine, astronomy, and mechanics; 
they had many pupils, and were highly respected. 
But the instruction of tlie people in these useftd 
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arts of present use was not their chief design. 
They sought to instruct them in the higher sci- 
ence of immortality. The government of the 
country, strictly allied to its religion, took alarm 
at what threatened the stability of the latter ; and 
the measures which it adopted in consequence, 
have been acted upon with such rigour, that 
no European can enter into the interior of either 
country. 

Much of the ill success of the missionaries in 
China sprung from the differences between the 
Jesuits and Jansenists, rivals in the important 
labour of heathen conversion. They exerted 
mutual efforts to asperse the motives and oppose 
the doctrines of each other, and deemed it of less 
consequence to make the Chinese Christians, 
than to make them orthodox. 

When the body of the English nation qTiitted 
the doctrines of the Roman church, and the 
Spanish influence, aiding the blind bigotiy of the 
first Mary, was employed in restoring the autho- 
rity of the pope, though the matter in question 
was only the acknowledgment of a few articles 
of faith and the supremacy of the pontiff, yet 
we know that many mild and virtuous characters 
preferred death to that acknowledgment. Belief 
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could not be forced or regulated in its degrees, 
and conscience forbade the appearance without 
the reality of a^nt. Reason and disputation 
offered their assistance. Both parties met and 
argued the points at issue ; and, according to 
custom, each party continued to believe its own 
arguments irresistible, and departed without 
cither convincing or being convinced* 

The protestant faith has been, for above two 
hundred years, the established faith of these 
realms : yet Ireland, at this day, exhibits a ma-* 
jority of Catholics, whom neither threats, pro- 
mises, reasoning, nor interest, can influence to 
deduct one tittle from their creedi. While the 
Catholics refuse to join us because we believe too 
little, there are others who have separated from 
us because we believe too much. Both parties. 
Dissenters as well as Catholics, refuse their as- 
sent to the first principle of civil government, 
the power invested jn the persons who direct 
that government, to make laws for the extemaJ 
regulations o£ its religious estabhshment ; 4nd 
although this dissent strikes at the very basis of 
safe government, it has been deemed advisable 
to tolerate it For rebellion has more than once 
raised its banners in defence of religious opiaioBS, 
and one of our kings lost las life, and another 
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his crown, for interfering, or appearing to inter- 
fere, 4vith them.* 

Yet, in the instances of religious interference 
above related, whether by our kings at home, or 
by the Jesuits on the continent of Europe, the 
attempt was not to introduce a strange worship 
among a strange people. Both parties already 
acknowledged the same God, and the same Di- 
vine Saviour of mankind. Both reverenced the 
Church, and both derived, or seemed to derive, 
their faith from the same source, the Bible. The 
difference, then, was, in fact, but a difference of 
opinion as to the construction of that book ; a 
difference which, though it involved matters of 
high moment in the Christian faith, and led to 
the greatest consequences in political society, 
appeared so simple that it might have been rea- 


* Since the above was written, Mr. Fox’s posthumous 
work has been published. That celebi-ated man coiihrm^ 
what is here said of the cause of the revolution, for lie states 
30 ), that the people were ready to submit to any degree 
of civil oppression, but that their dread of popery made them 
violent against indulging the Catholics. Did Mr. Fox, 
who was atl his life an advocate 4r such indulgence, hope 
that it would produce a similar ifect : did he expect aiio- 
thar revolution, and' imagine thaflie should have been one 
of 'those who should ride m tmpmi md direct ike umm f 
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sonably expected to have giveo way to calm and 
liberal discussion. But the contrary' has been 
notoriously the fact: discussion has even widened 
the br^ch of separation, and the weakness of 
human pride has generally clouded the light of 
truth. 

Thus foiled in our endeavours to obtain uni- 
formity of religious opinions in these realms, and 
certain that only one opinion can be correct, 
it becomes necessary, in attempting to extend 
Christianity, to be caretul that we diffuse not an 
erroneousbelief, or any tenets contending with 
each other, lest thefiist impressions of the desired 
convert should be hostile to a system of which 
the developement is obscure, and the detail un- 
certain. If, therefore, unappalled by the example 
of fruitless efforts — examples afforded with such 
fatal consequences in Malabar, South America, 
and the vast empire of China — 'we still persist to 
send rnissionaries among our subjects in the East, 
and to support them with the countenance of 
high names in dbtirch'^ well as state, det us se- 
lect such as the church acknowledges such as 
have sufescribed to the articles, and have received 
ordination from an English bishop-^ but let; us 
never sanction them in making an invidious dis- 
tinction between an arangelicai clergyman, a 
term which tibey apfdy^ to the favourers of their 
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measures, and a clergyman of the established* 
church, the term by which they designate the 
regular parish priest. 

This seems the evident intention of some of 
the missionary advocates. Yet may it not be 
asked where they derive authority for such an 
application of language, and such arrogance of 
presumption ? Is it from their learning, or their 
private characters, or thpir strict obedience to the 
laws of the land ? Inconsiderate, but well-meant 
zeal, has encouraged their proceedings where 
they ought to have been suppressed. The rage 
of Puritanism is not expired : the embers of per- 
secution against the better part of society are 
carefully fanned under the profession of the meek- 
’ est piety and the purest patriotism. But the 
doven foot betrays itself — 'the characters on the 
wall want no Daniel to decipher them. The 
sectaries court the friends of the church to aid in 
its oppression. But is it to be endured that these 
men shall have the sanction of the religious so- 
cieties of the establishment to their determination 
of the purity of its ministers, and for resting this 
purity on the Jntianacy between these ministers 
and themselves I- : Perhaps this might not have 
happened, if every dergyftan in the India ser- 
vice were, like Mr. Buchanan, a scholar, a mem" 
her of m and a prmt, Methodists 


and Baptists may be very good men, but have we 
not an establishment in church as well as state ? 
Is it not an integral part of the constitution ? Is 
it worth preserving or not? Are we wise in 
trusting its preser\"ation to those who profess 
themselves its foes ? 

But shall we, after all, proceed in this attempt 
at conversion ? Have we any encouragement from 
experience of the past, or from analogy of the pre- 
sent, to proceed in it ? Hitherto it has had no 
success. Although there have been missionaries 
in India for above a hundred years, they have not 
made any converts of consequence, nor converted 
as many families as theirown number has amount- 
ed to. The outcasts have indeed joined them, and 
have appeared as of their faith ; but the conduct 
of these outcasts has generally proved that they 
professed what they did not feel, and has consi* 
derably influenced the higher orders in their pre- 
judices against Christianity. ,The zeal of diffus- 
ing their doctrine has frequently indpped ^ the 
missionaries Ip, receive unwt^y members into 
their societiesj and to be content with the simple 
avowal of conversion, without any reform of 
h^its. But is the attempt at conversion in real jty 
a duty more imperious than any other, and, one 
that, we musfcexeoute though it may lead to the 
dissolutitw govwment, and inflict sure 
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destruction to the happiness of this country and all 
that depend upon it ? Shall we, for the precarious 
chance of converting a few Hindus', plunge Hin- 
dustan in rebellion, and occasion the massacre of 
every Englishman who resides these ? Is the work 
likely to succeed ? or is it not, rather, one that we 
might wish, indeed, to accomplish, but one so 
full of danger, and so improbable of success, that 
we must content ourselves with throwing no 
obstacles in its way, and with leaving the rest to 
the good w'ill of God, and to the slow influence 
of our example ? 

We have but one English church in Cal- 
cutta; there is not one in the interior of 
bengal or its dependent provinces. European 
regiments have indeed their chaplains, and a part 
of the barracks at every station is appropriated 
as a chapel ; but the officers of native regiments 
not*, (Quartered at the |iidhcipal stations of the 
army, and the whole of the Company's civil ser- 
vants throughout India, those only excepted who 
reside at the presidency, are deprived of every 
chance* of hearing the word of God read and 
explained to' thentf.^ Their children cannot be 
christMed. Tfcfe '^^fehbnies of marriage and 
biiriai are perforifli^' by the civil magistrate. 
They have nb place of pubiid worship to assem- 
ble iri ‘to make theif lihited adoration to their 
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God. Those who pay respect to Sunday, read 
the scriptures to their own families, and many 
are regular in family prayers ; but the want of 
gome public and united worship, leaves upon the 
minds of the natives an impression that the Eng- 
lish have, indeed, honour, generosity, and high 
character, but that they are the most irreiigiom 
of mankind. Now, 1 would submit it even to 
the warm favourers of the missionaries, \yhether 
it would.not be proper to provide for the religious 
instruction and comfort of those who are already 
Christians, before we endeavour to increase the 
number of Christians ? Miglit not one clergy- 
man, at le^t, of the church of England, be sta- 
tioned in each district through the provinces ? 
Would not the example, of their lives, and the 
grandeur of their religious worship, be likely 
to attract, slowly, but surely, the attention, and 
consequent conversion of the Hindus ? Perhaps 
the expense of such an establishment, in the pre- 
sent state, of the Company’s finances, may be 
urged ax an objection to the measure. But jf it 
be a measure^pf .duty, slwu^ the. expense be 
considered as a sufficient plgection ? If it is ad- 
mitted to be so, what shall we Mj to the econo- 
mical favourers of the itinerant missionaries, 
whosp measure are directed against the very 
gourdes of; thp we^th tWhich they would ecwio- 
mise? Su^y the. danger . ito be apprehended 
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from the imprudent zeal of these men is of much 
more consequence than a money charge of twelve 
lacks of rupees a year, the utmost expense of an 
ecclesiastical establishment for ail British India. 

Perhaps a slight view of the principal features 
in the character of our Indian subjects may lead 
us to consider what has been stated above as the 
most politic conduct, and as the only conduct 
which a due discharge of our civil and religious 
duties should induce us to adopt on the present 
occasion. 

When Brama, under the shade of the banian 
tree, instructed his disciples in the duties of 
temperance, seclusion, and prayer, he intended 
as well to establish regulations for their personal 
welfare, as to found a feith which the powers of 
time should not destroy. Of climate, he knew 
the etfedts to be tiHifatm and active. Where the 
labours of the ox were so needful on the road and 
in the field j where the cow’s milk, so useful to 
man, was in quantity so small, the preservation 
of these miimaisfrom the violence of passion, or 
the InSt c€ appetite, became a measure of the 
greatest moment. He, therefi»re, prohibited the 
use of animal jfbod, aftd enjoined religious ho- 
safwtrs to the cow. Tliis-^^orship existed at 

etely in j%ypt, I will not say it passed 


there, and the Greeks afterwards wondered at 
the adoration of Apis, because they were igno- 
rant of the cause which gave it birth. 

To preserve the health of his votaries, Brama 
required frequent ablutions, and to secure their 
obedience he declared the Ganges a holy stream. 
To separate them from the rest of mankind, he 
forbade the attempt to make proselytes ; to pro- 
duce regularity in the discharge of their duties, he 
established the distinctions of cast. And, for the 
further security of his religion, he allowed no 
pleasures iu its front to seduce the profession of 
strangers, and attached disgrace, more terrible 
than death, to the apostate from his feith. Self- 
denial, prayer, and pain self-inflicted, became, in 
the Hindu’s mind, ‘ the surest passport to the 
favour of the Deity, and active virtue had as little 
merit with the Indian god, as active employment 
had charms with the Indian votary. 

The earth yielded, almost spontaneously, what 
was necessary to subsistence : it was criminal in 
the Bramin to solicit mme. The warmth of the 
climate rendered clothing easy ; the plaiiitain, 
the mango, and thecoacoa nut tree afforded shel- 
ter and food in such abundance that the duties of 
hospitality we|c seldom excited. It became the 
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Indian virtue to suffer, not to act ; and to abstain 
from evil rather than to do good. 

A turban, a girdle, and a pair of sandals, formed 
nearly the whole of a Hindu^s wardrobe ; a straw 
hut was a sufficient abode. The luxuriousness 
of fashion neither altered the form of their dress,* 
nor the structure of their houses, the furniture of 
which seldom exceeded a mat and a pillowy an 
earthen pot, and a cup of brass. The laws of ab- 
stinence so rigidly prescribed rendered these pri- 
vations a duty, while the laws of safety rendered 
them wise. In a country where even the soil was 
the property of the prince, the appearance of 
wealth was an invitation to rapine : the tenure of 
occupation made it imprudent to build for the 
accommodation of the living, and the custom of 
burning the deceased removed every inducement 
to erect tombs in their honour, or to venerate 
particular spots as the dep<»itaries of ancestry. 
General charity, and religious pageants, formed, 


• Coupon usque pedes carboso velaut ; - soleis pedra, 
capita linteis riBMauat ; ex aimbus pendent — Capil- 

lum pectunt soBpas qij^Midewt; vivos se cremari jubent 
quibus ant segnis setas aui!l8bMiHaoda valetudo est : nullus 

it hobos. — Curtins f Lib, mi. 
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■with the three great events of birth, marri^e, and 
death, the chief calls on the wealth of a Hindu. 
To excavate tanks, to plant fruit trees, and to 
construct ghauts and pagodas, were the united 
objects of pride, patriotism, and devotion. 

Forbidden to eat, or even to associate, with an 
inferior, though professing the same faith, the 
Hindu could have no intercourse with a stranger, 
and was thus cut off from the general knowledge 
of mankind. And, as he could not prepare his 
food without certain formalities which it was cri- 
minal to, observe but on dry land, he was pre- 
vented from extending the boundaries of his com- 
merce by sea. Maritime trade was left open to 
those only with whom religion forbade him to 
mix, and whom prejudice taught him to detest. 
The inland toiffic of the rivers was, indeed, at his 
command, but the profession of merchandise was 
that of the lower orders of the state ; religion and 
w'ar formed those of the highest, and the dread 
of pollution, with the consequent loss of cast, 
divided the same natiori into several distinct 
societies. 

While enterprize was thus discouraged, the 
land produced almost thing the Hindu 

wanted. But as wealth could not be converted 
into permanent ^substance, the chief motive to 



34 


■exertion lost its influence, and the indolence 
which the climate excited was increased by the 
abstemiousnesswhich the law enjoined. Without 
an object to gratify, or a great stake to defend ; 
secure in the exercise of their religion, and in 
the bounties of a fertile soil; ignorant of what 
formed the bliss of others, and unanxious to 
extend knowledge by inquiry, the people ot 
India became hostile to efibrt and incapable of 
vigorous exertion. The sound of the trumpet, 
and the call of freedom, excited no enthusiasiu 
among the worshippers of the sable goddess, and 
they fled dismayed at the approach of an enemy 
whom it was impossible to resist, and criminal 
to associate with. 

As personal indolence was the great luxury of 
eastern life, so personal fatigue became the great 
punishment of religious infliction. The faith of 
Braao was formed to attract the eye of its vo- 
taries : particular days were celebrated with ail 
the'^pomp of pageantry ; stated hours were fixed 
* upon for ablution and prayers, and stated places 
as the peculiar objects of veneration which every 
pious individual must visit. Thus the acts of 
religion being publfd excited emulation in their 
performance, and the haliits of private life being 
♦unsocial, prevented the growth of opposite opi- 
,„i»ons. When abroad they formed ohe femily 
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adoring tlieir God in coie way, and closely united 
in their reverence for every ceremony in his 
worship ; more ready to submit themselves pas- 
sively to slaughter than to neglect their duties : 
and only inflammable into rage when they ob- 
served an attempt to disturb the profession of a 
faith which had existed among them for ages 
unnumbered. At home the band of union, 
which was tied for the service of their God, 
became dissolved for themselves. The couch 
and the pipe, rest and pereonal gratification 
formed all that was desirable, and the domestic 
relations were considered more- as acts of civil 
duty than as the diligations of nature and senti- 
ment. The names of the Deity, his nature, 
attributes, and manifestations,; the consideration 
of abshact good, of time which unites the eter- 
nity of the past and future, and of space, which 
only measures a portion of infinitude ; the won- 
ders, the wars, and the happiness of former 
timas ; poetry, history, and metaphysics, formed 
the principal objects ofptitaie study.*^ The cere- 
monies of marriage, birth, and d«th ; attach- 
ment to traditional ctriftdmi'; observation of the 
ritual of devotion; the rigid attention to cast; 
aversion to flesh, and n^erence for the cow, thC 
Ganges, and certain plaats as emblems of the 
goodness of the deity, 'wofe considered as the 
chief parts of fceif external atteiitirhiij and as 
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duties more imperious than any of the social 
and moral virtues. 


However pure the abstract theories of the br'a- 
minical tjieology may be, it must be owned, even 
by its votaries, that they seldom produce a strict 
discharge of moral relationsj and that ceremonies 
have more weight than virtues. Even in the 
punishment of offences, the influence of religion 
and the privileges of its ministers were more con- 
sulted than the good of the community. By the 
laws of Menu, almost every crime was expiable 
by fine or penance, proportioned more to the 
station of the offender than to the enormity of the 
offence. The higher ranks had the greatest liber- 
ties, and the punishment was always least where 
the means of discharging it were most ample. 


.(As truth is the great support of private and 
public happiness, the punishment of perjury is 
one of the first objects of legislative enaction. But 
in the Hindu code, false witness by a Sooder, or 
Bice, is declared punishable with death whep it 
is tJixected against the safety of a Bramin or a 
cow ; but while so rigidly treated in ^hese cases 
of prejudiced inviolahihty, in others it is reckon- 
ed ineritorioTO ^ apy person is. permitted, in 
the Hindu’s opinion, ^.to perjure himself in order 
tp. preserve his life or property, to effect the 
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mamage of a daughter, to gratify his lost oh an 
unprotected femdle, and to save another’s life in 
any instance* of guilt unconnected with the mur- 
«ler of a cow or a Bramin. 

The unfortunate and accidental touch of an 
unclean thing, the careless performance or the 
omission of a religious ceremony, the casual 
♦leath f»f a cow at her stall, are crimes denounced 
with greater severity than rapine, defamation, 
rape, or murder. In no single instance is a Bra- 
iniii to suffer death : as the casts diminish in 
rank, the punishment of their crimes increases ; 
as if .the estimatioii of men in the world’s eye 
should add to the merit of their virtues, or lessen 
the just abhorrence of their infamy. 

Yet the traces of a pure theology, so evident 
In the religion of India, though mixed w ith a 
blind superstition, and a preferenceof external ce- 
remonies, many of Which are ridiculous, and some 
inhuman, to the moral virtues of the heart; have 
frequently exciuwt the wonder of the observer. 
The great antiquity which these people claim ; 
the frequent communications with the Deity, 
and the several manifestations of himself in the 
flesh, wliich they recwAand believe, are matters 
that require the closest investigation of the Chris- 
tian as well as ^ the philosopher* They present 
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a ffflrmidaWe otetacie to the diffusion of the reli- 
g'iou of the former, which can only he overcome, 
if so, by analyzing the nature of Hindu supersti- 
tion and by tracing its different stages : for until 
we can convince the Bramin that our system is 
the first in time, as well as the most perfect in 
precept, he will tell ns that it is deri\’ed from his, 
and that the Veda is the source from whence 
the Chrlstain faith has been drawn. Far from 
questioning the divine authority of the scriptures, 
CMT the divinity of Christ, he will saythatweljelieve 
but a part of what he does, and that the Deity 
might havebeen once incamatein Judea, as he had 
been often in India : that the Hindu scriptures, 
as they were carried out of their own country, 
were altered to the local usages of others, and 
accommodated to the political views of their pro- 
fessors ; and that, although we nt^lect ceremo- 
nial, and profeKi the influence of moral precept, 
our external conduct implies a total negligence 
of visible adoration and gratitude to God, and 
the superiority of honour to religion. If we urge 
him to throw away his idols, he will say that 
they axe not objects of his worsliip, but re- 
membrances of his duties. If we tax him with 
religious honours to aaimais and vegetables, he 
will answer that he considers their gm)d quali- 
ties as emblems of the perfections of the Deity, 
hot as nothing else. If we require him to cease 
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his ablutions and his sacrifices, he wili say that 
God ordered prayer and abstinence ; that He 
required the oftering erf the first fruits as an ac- 
knowledgement of his bounty, and clean hands 
as. the index of a pure heart : that the sacrifice is 
valuable in proportion to its consideration in the 
eye of the offerer, and therefore most acceptable 
when accompanied by the greatest effort : that 
in confession of the justice with which God 
punishes evil, we should inflict punishment on 
ourselves, and should make the body suffer for 
the impurities of the soul : that the earliest ages 
were those that had the most frequent inter- 
course with the Deity, and that, in the earliest 
ages, not only the firet fruits of the earth, and 
the firstlings of the flock w'ere offered to Him in 
sacrifice, but even the firstborn of human kind, 
a sure proof that it was not only acceptable to, 
but ordained by Him : that vve urge the Hindu 
to forsake the religion of his ancestors for one 
which seems to have less influence on human 
conduct, and to be accompanied with fewer 
marks of reverence for the Deity : that we would 
substitute belief for conduct, and obey a visioaajy 
sentiment at the expeace of conscience. He will 
add, that although we express our firm belief in 
ten commandments derived from heaven, and 
written by the Deity himself, we acknowledge 
otiier gods than him, worship worldly opinion, 
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adore theimage of honour; tbatwecall Godtowit- 
ness indecent leviti^ and absolutecrimes ; thatue 
neglectall revereno^ of thedajsetapartfor his wor- 
ship, quit the protection of those parents whom we 
are bound to honour, provoke into the field, and 
murder in open day, the friend with whom we 
may disputCj live in shameless and undisguised 
adultery, and extend our wishes and our arms 
over the property, and even over the opinions, 
of nations who, by giving us the indulgence.of a 
port, have afforded us the means of an empire. 

It is true that we may reply that we acknow- 
ledge with shame the inferiority of our conduct 
to our creed ; that the one, being directed by 
heaven, is pure and right ; but the other, assailed 
by the fraiities of human nature, is imperleot and 
erring: that we urge him not to follow our 
example, but to adopt our belief : that we are 
required of h^vcn to be* actively virtuous, and 
to imitate the perfections of the divine nature, 
in promoting the innocent happiness of all man- 
kitid ; that the knowledge and practice of social 
duty are mnong the first objects of our care : that 
injury to our fellow creatures, who are all equal 
in the eye of heaven, is 4 real crime, and the 
extent of that injury, thljust measure of our 
offence : that the dignity the offending pei-son, 
s« it occasions no difference in the effect of the 
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transgression, should occasion none in its pu- 
nishment: that as knowledge should improve 
the conduct as well as the understanding, he 
who has the best jneans of obtaining it is least 
justifiable in transgression : that there are real 
distinctions between the forms of ceremony and 
rules of conduct ; and that to take away from 
human calamity and to add to the small stock 
essential to human happiness, is an act of more 
value in the eye of the God of mankind, than all 
the ceremonies and ablutions, and the sacrifices, 
and the self-inflicted pain, that ingenuity can 
imagine, or enthusiasm inflict. 

Could we find in the Hindu a liberal mind 
impartially devoted to the search of truth, much 
might be done : could we eradicate the selfish 
system of his belief, his invincible contempt of 
what is foreign, and his abhorrence of intercourse 
beyond the pale of cast, we might do more. But 
any attempt to effect this measure, by means of 
missionaries, will not foil to excite the jealousy 
of the people, and to defeat the intention. 

The residence of any persons in that country, 
where every man has public duties to discharge, 
with no other osfensible business than the pro- 
pagation of Christianity, which they are not al- 
lowed to preach in a Christian church, %till create 
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pation. liie missionary, how is he to be consi« 
dered ? If as a political character, the whole 
country will be in anns ; if as a private individual, 
his means of living will be investigated ; and, if it 
is found that he derives no income from preach- 
ing, some hidden and dangerous motive will be 
attributed to his supporters ; if he derives it from 
he converts, the whole body of Bramins 
will be doubly inflamed against him. 

In the discharge of his duty of converswB, he 
most meet with aomedangere, and be the unwil- 
ling cause erf many commotions. How are these 
be settled ? The civil magistrates will be called 
upon either to punish their countiymen for teach- 
ing their own religion, or to punish the native for 
resisting the ruin of his hereditary faith and cus- 
The consequence is too clear not to be 
foreseen, and too dangerous to be hazarded. And 
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in ail the acts of the missionaries, whose zea! has 
sometimes carried them far beyond’the bounds 
»f prudence and of policy. The motives of some 
of them are unquestionably good, and their main, 
object there are none who w'ould not wish to 
promote, if it could be promoted without nbso- 
liite danger to the state, or with the slightest pro- 
spe<‘t of ultimate success. 

The repugnant habits of the Hindu in private 
life, render it impossible for a stranger to his faith, 
or an inferior in cast, to associate with him, and 
thus close one avenue by which instruction might 
be freely conveyed. The seclusion of the female 
sex from the eye and ccmverse of mankind, is 
another obstacle of no less magnitude. The Eng- 
lish missionary cannot have access either to the 
tables of the men, or to the apartments of the 
women. He must harangue them in the streets, 
or on the roads, when they are prosecuting their 
business, and have no leisure to attend ; or dur- 
ing the celebration of their festivals, where num- 
bers, example, and the intoxication of the cere- 
mony, will harm every hiaid, and shut every ear, 
against him. 

was not without the miraculous interference 
of the Deity, nor without miraculous power in 
the first preshhers, thast fihe conversion of the 
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Jew* and Gentiles was accomplished, though the 
firet preachere had not to contend with such su- 
perstitions, or with such excluding prejudices, 
as those of the Hindus, They had to preach to 
om people, from a book already in their hands ; 
to accompany the imiing of prophecies, long 
admitted, with the disdc»ure of the events by 
which they were then accomplished, and to sup- 
port that disclosure by the proof of miracles. 
When they passed among the heathen, they in- 
structed another people, who were ready to admit 
the gods of other countries among their own, and 
to court the favour of any strange deity intro- 
duced to their knowledge; a people whom phi- 
losophy had divested of prejudice, and had ena- 
bled to judge of different systems by the credi- 
bility of evidence, and the weight of reason. 
Yet slow, difficult, and dangerous was the pro- 
pagation cffthe ^th under these circumstances, 
so much more favourable than any which can be 
expected to attend it in India. 

in India, we know the extent of ignorance to 
exceed that of supemtition. The minds of the 
people are hardened against religious instruction 
from other thmi their own teachers ; and they are 
80 totally unac{|Uaiiited with science and reason- 
ing, as to be incapable of ^plying comparisons, 
or of deducing inductions. While they afford 
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such a contrast to the Jew and the Gentile, their 
preachers may, without offence, be considered as 
like the disciples of Christ in every thing but 
the most important of all, in the power of work- 
ing miracles. Much as the missionaries pretend 
to, and perhaps believe, the inspiration of unpre- 
meditated discourse, yet may they, without im- 
piety, doubt its single virtues. The miracle of 
feeding the multitude made more converts than 
the divine sermon of our Saviour. St. Paul, the 
model of nervous inspiration, shook by his elo- 
quence, but did not convince by it. His preach- 
ing was accompanied by works beyond the 
power of man. It was to these that he and the 
other apostles appealed for the truth of their 
mission, and not to the reasonableness of their 
doctrines, or the eloquence of their address. But 
if works were then nec^^sary among a people so 
much superior to the Hindus, there appears 
little ground to expect success in the present iu- 
stance, where the means of judging are fewer, 
where fuejudice is more powerful, and where the 
preacher cannot appeal to any authority which 
equally commands his own and his hearers’ 
respect. 

But,” in the making of the attempt, if nqt^ing 
beyond its failure w^re to ensue, much as we 
might lament, this the bate possibility of 
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success should enccmrage the experiment ; the 
more especially, among thcwe persons who, to 
the benefits which all acknowledge Christianity 
to convey to nniankind, add their conviction of 
the absohite duty imposed upon them to send out 
to teach and to baptize all nations, even though 
their missionaries are not gifted with those 
powers which were so largely bestowed upon 
the apostles, and which were, therefore, so neces- 
saiy to the accomplishment of the work allotted 
them by Heaven.* If it were but an experiment 
free of any dai^erous consequences, no one 
would, I am sure, resist the attempt, or refuse 
the praise justly due to those who made it. But 
where the e.xperience of this country for above 
fifty yeans, and of the Mahomedans for five hun- 
dred, proves that an attempt to interfere with a 
single custom or prejudice of the Hindus is most 
tagerous, and alarms the whole nation for the 
safety of a rrfigioo which they believe the best j 
what are we not to expect of op^ition and 
fury, when we avow the express design of eradi- 
«ting that religion itself, and of abolishing thow 


n«em.y, we charge the 
itj with n«dlm ^pkjr of his power, which wouW be 
impiety. And if, as their eaastence proves them, they 
were nec^^, what is them m render them less so, where 
lUfficalties to wercoine me grmter 





^ AI>owt eight years I met a person in the hilly ^iistrict 
of Cimieckpore peiformii^ thk very penance. He had 
been three yttrs from home* Hb only crime 
tying » cow carelessly, tad tfrarehy oceMioaiiig hitf 
tisMs iiiiiag tlie night ^ 
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and that the dut^ of making* it rests on the chance 
of its success unaccompanied by public calamity ; 
when we reflect that it is likely to kindle India’ 
into flames, to increase and perpetuate the rage 
of Braminism, and by expelling us from that coun- 
tiy, not only to deprive our own of the benefits 
of its empire there, but India itself of the present 
benefits of our protection, and the future benefits 
of our faith, which Providence, when we least 
expect it, may enable us to extend ; when we 
reflect, also, that in this country, none but its 
government have a right to interfere with religious 
notions, and that people will adopt opinions more 
readily than they will receive them, it will well 
become us to pause before we proceed to commit 
the national character in a work of such imminent 
peril, or to encourage individuals of eveiy' reli- 
gious sect in a work which the executive govem- 
4 ment and its spiritual advisers have not, under 
a (Xmsideratlon nX sdl circumstances, deemai it 
either safe or advisable to undertake. 

In England it is thought, and wisely thought 
®Xf>^ient, that none but the ministers of its 
eccteiastic^ ^tabljshment sl^ould preach in its 
churches ; but that, as opinions vary, and con- 
science otll6r s©cts who profess 

the leadii^ articles of our fejth, and acknowledge 
the authority of our Ifing, should be permitted tp 
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worship God in their own way, As members of 
the established church, and as lovers of truth, we 
cannot wish success to the sectaries in dissemi- 
nating their opinions, for we justly hold them 
wrong. As good subjects we cannot permit the 
attempt where it is likely to occasion disorder ; 
nor can we, frc»m the author of our faith, draw a 
single precedent for interfering, even on the 
grounds of religion, with the peace and govern- 
ment of the country. The duty of holding to 
the faith we profess, and of dying in its avowal, 
is extremely different from that of attempting to 
introduce a new faith. The latter measure is 
only justifiable where its consequences are safe, 
and only incumbent where its succe;^ is likely, 
if the success were likely, and the consequences 
safe, would not the established church have made 
the attempt in India? Would not the goveni- 
ment, well convinced of the beneficial influence 
of Christianity over the morals and allegiance of 
a people, have already encouraged it ? Did our 
bishops consider the propagation of Christianity 
an indispensable obligati*® se, would they 
have neglected it ? I cannot think so. If, then, 
they have neglected it, their neglect must have 
arisen from conviction that, important as the 
object is, it cannot be effected or attaanpted 
without danger to the two countries. To think 
otherwise, would 1» to slander them most unde- 
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ir’iredly. But with this impression on tlieir 
minds, can our bishops encourage sectarii s, to 
whom they justly refuse permission to preach in 
their churches, to attempt the work of Hindu 
conversion under circumstances of greater public 
hazard, and at the same time, with the certaintv 
of communicating oprnitms not only false, but 
inimical to the British government, in as much 

as they are cootraiy to those of the British 
church ? 

I commend the zeal and motives of the diffe- 
rent societias for promoting Christian knowledg<? 
throughout the world. These societit's consist 
of stmie members of the church, and of some 
sectaries, who, while they seem to press no more 
than the diffusion of Christianitv, are most 
earnest in discing and subverting the esta- 
bMment They ascrite to the lukewarmness 
of the chureh tlml It it sends out no missions for 
the conversion of the heathen. Candour may 
supply another reason. The parish priest has 
his duties to perform at home ; no man can 
be.oniained a clergyman without a cure, and 
o^r ^urch €»tabii|ihment does not consider 
itinerancy as a cure. Hence the sectaiea get 
their membem ^ught forward as the mission- 
atk« to be employed in the accomplishment 
of the views of the society, and arrogate all 
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tlie merit of zeal in the undertaking. They 
seek the shelter of the church, that they may 
undermine it. The natural consequence is clear 
— the sectarian missionaries will preach against 
the establishment. But being of the number of 
those who reverence it, I cannot but consider it 
incumbent on our government, as long as they 
deem it necessary to continue restraints on Ca- 
tholics and Dissenters, to provide that their num- 
ber shall not be increased with their consent. If 
the governments of other countries admit the 
missionaries of different sects among them, it is 
not for us to complain of the act, for they are 
independent ; nor to imitate it, for we aie so our- 
selves. But if we think that, in any country 
under theadministrafci<»i<rfour government, there 
exist circumstances which would render the 
preaching of the missionaries dangerous, and 
whicii, if they succeeded in their efforts, would 
increasethenumberof dissenters from our church, 
it is a duty due to God, as well as to in<m, to 
prevent the occurrence of such an evept.^ 

What, then, are we to do? Are we to take no 
measures to communicate the divine lights of 
Christianity to the darkened natives of India, and 
to ccwopisniate by the gift, the many r^iuswsSohs' 
which thty have suffeMd fbean Europeans ? I 


know not, though Doctor Barrow may,* thrman^ 
0pprmiom which we have brought upon India, but 
I know that, while under our government, it has 
been free from invasion ; that equal Jaws have 
been establish^ ; and that the natives acknow- 
ledge that private property, innocent freedom, 
and public happiness, w'ere never so much con- 
sulted by any former government, nor so fully 
enjoyed by any ftwmer people. Th is opinitm , on 
their part, frjnris the great support of our cmpii e 
over them. Raised by our arms, it rests on the 
confidence of the people, and will continue firm as 
long as we treat them with justice, kindness, and 
compaasioru But if, indeed, the Europeans have 
oppressed, India, is this likely to recommend the 
religion of the Europeans ; or is it meant that we 
shall introduce Clyristianity among tiiem, that 
tliey may be thereby enabled to retaliate ,the 
.^pressions^rf Christiana, tmd to drive their inva- 
iders and enlightoners from their shores } It has 
been too long thefeshion to apeak on this sulject 
with a prejudice vejy unworthy of men of libeqil 
sentiments. Is the British character tlnat of op- 
pression j or is it likely that those British subjects 
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who go out to India, and they are generally of 
family andeducation, to risk their health and lives 
ill promoting as well the prcwperity of the British 
empire, as the honest acquirement of personal 
property, should so far forget their duties, and 
theirknowiedge, as to become tyrants and oppres- 
sors, when neither is needful to the support of 
their authority or interest? Such sentiments 
may lie expected from men of party views, who 
make a point of bringing down every thing re- 
spectable to the low level of their own ideas, and 
are anxious to rail at the exercise of power, w'hich, 
happily for their country, has not been passed 
into their hands. But such sentiments were 
not to be expected from a cleigyman of thechurch 
of England, and an enlightened member of the 
first university in the world. 

The Bible society have disclaimed the idea of 
encouraging the conversion of the natives of In- 
dia, and say that they have gone no farther than 
to encourage the circulation of the Scriptures. 
When I observe among them such highly respect- 
able names, 1 cannot bat applaud their views, as 
I have already stated. But it appears from their 
proceedings that the Scriptures are to be circu- 
lated chiefly through the influence of the secta- 
rian missionaries, and of theeaung'^/icd^clergymeh 
of the established church, the term evangelical 



Being applied tothese clergymen only who a 
rate 'with the missionaries in the great obj 
coovereioH. It is neariy the same thing to 
ply anas as to use them a^inst us. If thr 
sionaries are likely to wield them to the i 
of the established religion of the country 
Bible socieQr should not encourage them. 
«nple field is elsewhere open to their ] 
mdeavoure. The circle of duty is al 
itrong«t the nearer it is to its centre, nnrl i 


me, and who will prize their possession, before 
they are forced among a people who have much 
yet to leam befta« they can do either ? Gifts of 
this nature are generally received with suspicion 
and are supposed to originate in some latent 
mmve of private and party interest. But the 
«wtec*ioo k a dai^mms one between persons 
»rho go out of England in contempt of its laws, 
and land in India in defiance of its government* 


conversion in India be advisable, it should origi- 
nate witli the heads of our church, and be carried 
on hy members of its establishment. Our bishops 
must br criminal, if they deem this attempt a 
duty, and if they neglect to make it ; and if they 
think it is not advisable, equally criminal must 
they be in permitting others to do what they will 
not do themselves. At all events they should not 
allow the missionaries of different sects to record 
among the proceedings of any society friendly to 
the cstaWished church, and the Bible Society 
roHsiders itself as such, their opinions of the 
evangelism of its clergy : still less to superintend 
and direct the progress of Christian education, 
and the translation of the Christian Scriptures, 
under the patronage of any government in the 
British empire. 

'I'o the Bible and missionary societies, to ail 
those who have the conversion of India so much 
at heart, and who would spare none but danger** 
ous mean* of attempting it, I beg leave ,to re- 
commend the fdliowiiig extract from the works 
of Sir William Jones, whose merits as a Christian, 
and whose acquaintance with the languages of 
India, and the manners, laws, and customs of its 
natives, have been so eloquently and so JusBy 
displayed by tlte noble president of one of those 



1 bus far it would be safe and 

go. But the qimt dispersion am. 
natives is not to be the work 
riw, ^whose educaiicHiandinani 

be entertained; neither is t: 
those persons a likely mode of € 

|»on or collateral aut^ity. We 
servants of the Company men 
acquirements, l 






explored the recesses of ffindu learning, and%rho 
may, without suspicion, communicate m return 
the treasures of their own country in science, 
legislation, and religion. It would be a work 
worthy of those individuals, of their nation, and 
their faith, to intrcduce amongthe natives of India 
a taste for English and ancient literature. Would 
the Scriptures fail to attract those who could once 
relish the beauties of Xenophon and Plato ; w’ho 
could understand the reasonings of Newton and 
Locke, and fk)m these great men know their 
conviction of the Scripture truths ? Would they 
fail to compare our system with their own, 
gradually to perceive the errors of the lat- 
ter, to drop, to reject it, and, by the force of 
their example, to diffuse the new faith among 
their dependants hot so well educated as them- 
selves ? 

By these means much has been done -in other 
matters, but nothing by haranguing multitudw^ 
or by forcing truth before they were prepared 
to understsmd it. Christianity is the religion 
rf philosophy. The Hindus are immersed in 
ignorance. We must instruct them, we must 
lead them progressively to improvement in re- 
ligipiw happiness, as well as that of habits, laws, 
andinanneis, ' ^ 




111 their hands, and its religious improvement at 
their hearts, to weigh how far either maybe 
^nefited by the residence of missionaries dii: 
fenng in their religious and political opinions 
trom the establishment in church and state ; to 
consider whether the disputes which existed 
among the Jesuits and Franciscans in China, 
may not be renewed or imitateri by the Baptists, 
Methodists, and Churchmen in India ; and whe- 
discussions about shades of belief, and the 
o a garment, may not injure the worship 
which they would introduce, and create such 

mutual aninu«ities as will astonish and repel the 

^^€ipieDt cofiTOrt* 


^ whatever may be the propriety or ultimate 
^8 of the attempt, its novelty and its dangem 

altogether ; for we see the 
;hoIe powem d^the enemy directed against In- 
fa. rhe invasion of that countiy seems resolved 
won; and the enterprize will be accompanied 
^aie exertion of ever artifice to alfonatethe 
tetwiis of our subjects, and to fill them with 
aousy and distrust. What more cogent argu- 
mtcanbe use to alann and irritate them against 
than to hold out ourdesign to change the form 
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of their religion, to disgrace their priests, and 
to trample on all they reverence. The invader 
will 3 y that he comes to rescue them from the 
civil ivvanny under which they labour at present, 
and iirom the religious tyranny which we are pre- 
paring for them. He will call to their remem- 
brance the attempts made by the Portugueze*to 
ctmvert their ancestors, and the successful resist- 
ance of those ancestors in defence of their teniple.s 
and their gods. He will contrast the different 
conduct of the Mafaomedans, and will re-pubiish 
tlte manifesto of Egypt, as a proof of his being 
enlightened by the same liberal policy with the 
dynasty of Babur. 

For God’s sake, for tJie sake of all we hold 
dear in religi<M and in liberty, of our friends and 
relatives in India, whose existence hangs upon 
the question, of the justice and affection which 
we owe to our India subjects, which should 
dcier «8 from a hazardous experiment, even of 
good, in the moment of danger, and which calls 
upon us to defend th(am feom tlm grasp of revo- 
lutionary despotism, let us guard against any 
memure which ca® w any way diminish the con- 
fidence of the peofde of Hindustan. Then, umfaf 
the; fwotection of Providence, and with the 
tHiitdl'«@fes!fe» <iffi»esi^t, discifdine, «d public 




t«.a iii utermany. Under the able but unprincif 
pled d«potism of Buonaparte, France would 
conquer England on the banks of the Ganges. 
The design has been long tbmed, and has been 
deeply TOatured. The invasion of Egypt by the 
of Italy, was the first act towards its accom- 
plishment. But Heaven aiding the valour of 
Nelson and Abercrombie, defeated the intention, 
and Buonaparte has been obliged to confess that 
he was once frustrated. But is he a man likely 
relinquish any dt bis plans ? Let us not de- 
ceive ourselves. The occupation of Egypt fe 
still a leading feature in his policy. He knows 
ife importance. It supplies many of the produc- 
tions of the East, and what is of more weight, it 
a&rds, by means of the Red Sea and its ctsaste, 
a speedy, and, perhaps, an easy opening to west- 
ern India. What, though the naval superiority 
(^thls fjountiy, and an nivaluable hold in Malta, 
may prevent him firm trawportHagan army frona 
Toulon to the Nile yet hi» conquests on 
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the Danube, the Rhine, and the Vistula, have 
laid the continent prostrate at his feet, and have 
opened to him all the jesses into the interior of 
Turkey. The march from Dalmatia to the Dar- 
danelles is not long. The Straits may be easily 
crossed. Asia Minor has no resistance to offer. 
Pressed by Russia on one hand, and hy France 
on the other, the Porte must yield to their united 
pleasure, and not only grant a free passage to 
their armies, hut supply them with every ne- 
cessary on their way. The passes of Cilicia, 
dreaded by the younger Cyrus, and rendered 
famous by the battle which decided the fate of 
the Persian empire uiukr Darius, will have no- 
thing to oppose to the modem Alexander. From 
thence he ihay readily traverse Syria, establish a 
garriscm and a Jewish colony at Jerusalem, and 
passing by Acre, the scene of his defeat, and 
Jaffa, where he may yet behold the whitened 
bones of his slaughtered prisoners, and perhaps 
h«ur the ^ midnight groanings and threats of Ms 
poisoned sick, reach the eastern bank of the 
Nile, and re-establish his influence from the Red 
Sea to the deserts of Africa. With Turkey in 
check, and with an army of thirty thousand tneii, 
he cannot experience any successful opp<^i!on 
lk« the Mamelukes, Nothing can dhfest the 
acdoinplishmant this scheme bdt a British 

force, ade(|uate to the previous r^uction of 

)■/ 
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Buonaparte’s plans, which are intended to dis- 
tract our attention by the multiplicity of attack. 
It would be dangerous to view this as the whole 
of his design, or Egypt as the only route to India 
invasion. Fortunately this channel, though ap- 
parently the most facile, is one that we can shut 
up with the greatest ease. It only requires the 
occupation of that country by our own troops. 
And this measure v/iil be so far from diminishing 
our strength, that it will increase and unite it. 
Egypt offers a constant communication between 
England and India. An army may in a few 
weeks be conveyed to it from either country. 
Malta forms a rendezvous in the Mediterranean 
for any European troops, and the small island ^ 
Perim, situate in the Straits of Babelraandel, 
presfiats a proper depbt for m Asiatic force. 
An old traditionaiy connection between Egypt 
and India will encourage the troof« of the latter 
to serve in the former country. It produces rice 
fm* their food^t and offers them, in the Nile, a 
stream'of nearly ©quid sanctity with the GangeSi 
Twenty thousand men from England will be 
adequate to the occupation pf Egypt. When 
this h^is been effected, fifteen thousand of them 
may proceed, to India by the Red Sea, in the 
transports which shall have brought twenty 
thousmid^, Sepoys ;to replace tiiem. By such a 
measure we sbaU not ow|jr incr^se the number 




of our Europwi troops in India, but 
fidelity of our Asiatic soldiers s.ervin 
for we shall possess their families as ] 
their good conduct. Should a great 
of Europeans be at any time reo,,;! 


be much difficulty 


in prevailing 
upon our native troops to embark for foreign ser- 

necessary to stimulate their 
Pttbuion by the promise of honours and lands, 
ffld to satisfy their religious scruples in every 
thing connected with the laying in of their sea 
stores. We have proof that they will readily 
»n sucJi expeditions, for they have under- 
taken them already r and the ^Wautions used 
by the wise policy of the Marquis Wellesley, 
will pitiduce a stronger inclination for a second 


Another Of the enemy's plana, anj Haj 
we cannot so tamtediately defeat, was to unite a 
«ye, JfWy Fntneh. party E„aaia„, „„ 
thebordcm^tSeChapian, to proceed fmm 
thence to the banha of the Indus, by a route 
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felmilar to that of the former iovaders of Hindus- 
tan, The death of the Emperor Paul suspended 
the execution of this design ; but the present 
amity of Alexander, the reduced state of Austria, 
•and the annihilation of Prussia, will induce 
Buonaparte to resume it, with greater force and 
greater probability of success.* 

When this design wa^ in contemplation,' one 
of the projects submitted to the French govern- 


* Since tlie above was written, Spain has endeavoured to 
rescue herself from the tyranny of F ranee, and to punish 
the most Etweious of all petldies ever attempted upon any 
nation. The contest is ton fifeth m the me&Beddm of every 
one to require detail its issue, notwithstanding the 
renewal vigour of the patriots, is, I fear, tm likely to 
di'Wippoiiit our wishes* There seems a want of national 
union in any combined operations* Individual zeal has not 
been deficient, and many worthy of a better fate have 
perishad in the heroic resistance of the enemy* But there 
uppei.it ao mpn of authority talent to command 

and direct tite resources of the counti^^ The men of pro^ 
perty have been afimid to risk it ; there has been danger 
iii trusting those who had none* And the common people 
sem to have been more fearful of heretic aEies than of 
orthodos Should, however, some great and enagetic 
character arise in S|min, AouM the patriots place him at 
their head, and entrust themselves entirely to his di|«tipii, 
th«. they may yet rescue thfflr coaatry. and » occupy 
llie tyrant^ anmes as to afford breathing room to the rest 
of the cootiaent* v 
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meat for its accomplishment, proposed that 
thirty-five thousand French should drop down 
the Danube to the Black Sea, where they 
were to embark in Russian transports, and to 
land on the right bank of the Don. Arrived 
there, they were to move along this river as far 
as Piati-is-bianka, where they would cross the 
Don, and proceed to the town of Zarison, on the 
Volga. Here kwite were to receive and convey 
them to Astrakhan, where they were to embark 
in the merchant ships of the Caspian, and direct' 
their course to Astrabad at the south-east ex- 
tremity of that sea. It was further proposed 
that they should be joined at Astrabad by thirty- 
five thousand Russians, and advance from thence 
by Herat, Ferah, and Candahar, to the Attock 
and the Punjab- 

w?» the pjan proposed, and four months 
was the time aJImted for its execution. Inade- 
quate as is this time, and crude «s the project 
appears, w’e must not despise it. It has been a 
constant habit of the revolutionary government 
to tlrow out hints of its intentions for some time 
befijre it began their execution ; sometimes to 
reconcile the minds of mankind to their atrocity ; 
and sometitnaito fall mem into the false securitr 

.. i'. « . 

consequent on obs^ng that the designs Were 
were not immediate^ acted upon. 
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The present is an age of such strange events, 
that we may re^nably expect any thing the 
most extravagant to be attempted ; and the suc- 
cesses of Buonaparte have been such as may en- 
courage him to think nothing is impracticable to 
his genius. He seems not to confine himself to 
what others have done, but to be anxious to go 
beyond them in every thing. The invasion of 
India is, however, what has been often attempted 
before, and what may therefore be well appre- 
hended again. His means are, apparently, equal, 
at least, to those of other invaders, and his objects 
in the invasion are, unquestionably, as strong. 
With more disciplined armies, and better ge(^ra- 
phical knowledge, than his predecessors, he joins 
more experience than Alexander, and greater 
barbarity than Timur. Whether he prosecutes 
the measure by his generals, or in person, we may 
consider it as equally dear to his heart, and as the 
object which has influenced his whole conduct in 
obtaining prasession cf Dalmatia, the jfriendbhip 
of Russia, and the entire control of Turkey. 
He has armies in Polttod, on tiie Rhine, in Italy, 
and in Dalmatia. Either of them may easily 
reach the Black Sea. In their progress to the 
Caspian they will have none but physical dilfl-' 
culties to encounter. The Russian fleet may 
take them on bcwd'and convey them to Asof or 
Trebisond : if to the formef^ they may proceed 
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by the route of the Don and Astralhan, already 
mentioned : if to the latter, they wilFthen be able 
to follow the route from Erivan to Nagjowan lead- 
ing along the Aras to its confluence with the Kur 
at Jewat, and along the latter river to the Caspian 
Sea, where they may embark for Astrabad. Or, 
leaving the Aras on their left, after they have qnit- 
t«l Nagjowwi, they may advance to Astrabad 
through Tetms, Miana, and the province of Mas- 
andaran, on the south coast ol' the Caspian. 

The most efficient measure by which w'e can 
obstruct any part of this plan, is that of introduc- 
ing a fleet into the Black Sea. But this will be 
attended with difficulty, in con8ec[uence of the 
state of our relaftions with the Porte and were 
these relations less unfavourable than they are, 
the want of secure harbours in that sea, its violent 
mjd sudden rtswEwis, and the poMbiiity of a coun- 
ter influence eterted at Constantinople toprevent 
the pMsage of supplies through the Bosphorus 
from the shorws of the Euxine, and to doge the 
Straits a^inst rite return of our squadron, would 
render thw an imterprise of considerable periL 
C-'i ■' j ' if < • ^ 

’ I'.. ' i’' J T- ’ ' ' ' 

^ I am tiappy flat thesatelatmas are again become 

fritndlj ( April, Tliej may be made productive of 

^ Ibe greatest witli ?ega|d to tbe political eoiitesl 

wm~ earryiog m itt Ptmi* 



Under thesecirciirnstances they will haveeither 
to coast along the Black Sea from the left Bank of 
the Danube, through the deserts of the Borys- 
theues, or, after passing through European Tur- 
key to Constantinople, to cross the Bosphorus, 
and advance through the celebrated provinces of 
Asia Minor, in the tract formerly pursued by the 
ten thousand when conducted by Xenophon, a 
route that will oblige them to traverse the whole 
southern coast of the Black Sea, and will give 
them a lengthened march of above seventeen 
hundred miles. 

In considering the possibility of this invasion 
we are naturally induced to compare it to former 
invasions, to examine the circumstances in which 
it differs from them, and the effects likely to arise 
from their operation. 

Of India, previous to the expedition of Alex- 
ander, we know little mcNce th^ that some of its 
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western prwiooes had bean obliged to acknow- 
ledge the sovereignty of the kin,gs of Persia, and 
to pay a very iaige proportion of tribute. Of the 
whole revenue of the Persian monarchy, esti- 
mated by Herodotus at 14,560 Eubcean talents, 
India w slated to have defrayed 4,680, or nearly 
one thinl, and to have made the entire payment 
m gold. It was, likewise^ compelled to furnish 
mihtaiy service, and its troops formed the strength 
of the aiTOies of Darius and Xerxes. How far 
the designation of India extended may be col- 
lec^ from comparing the lists of tributary states 
with the descriptioii which the historian has fur- 
nished of the natural limits of the country. As 
Bactnani, Parthiani, Chorasmii, Areii, Sojdi, 
S^i, and Sarangi, are mentioned expressly by 
n^e, they do not come under the denomination 
^ Indians, who are said to dwell in a country 
WHteded to the eastward by a sandy desert, and 
to* be the easternmost nation in all inhabited 
Asia. These marks point out the left bank of 
the Indus, and the province of Sinde, while the 
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character of the people, a mountainous and brare 
race, is still preserved in the Afghans of Can- 
dahar and Cabul, two provinces which we know 
to have been considered as a portion of the old 
Indian empiie. 

The magnitude of the tribute, and the bravety 
of the troops of India, induced Alexander to un- 
dertake its conquest. Of the subsequent inva- 
sions the most remarkable have been those of 
Mahmood, of Timur, who introduced, of Babur 
u i«) established, the royal dynasty ctf the moguls, 
and of Nadir Shall and Ahmed Abdaili, who 
hastened its decline. Of these diffaraat invaders 
the two first, Alexander and Mahmood, were the 
sons of sovereigns celebrated for their policy and 
for the discipline of their troops : Babur was a 
|wince, a hero, and a philosopher: the others, 
like the invader who now threatens, were soldiers 
of fortune, w'ho laid every thing waste wherever 
they went. Alexander left his conquest unac- 
complished. Mahmood in twelve successive , 
invasions established but a precarious authority. 
Plunder and bigotry directed the steps of Timur, 
Nadir Shah, and Abdaiii. Ifebur alone, catching 
the true character of tlie Hindus, and superior 
to depression, though he lost his own empire, 
was enabled to form a greater, to give it perma- 
nence, and to transmititto his posterity, strength- 
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ened in all its parts by the willing homage and 
veneration of his new subjects. 

All these invaders ehtered India by the same 
route, and subdued its armies with nearly the same 
facility. Ail, but Babur, found it necessary to re- 
duce the greatCT part of the countries between the 
Caspian Sea and the Indus, before they advanced, 
and experienced among the inhabitants of these 
countries the chief obstacles to their progress. 

. The distance firom the south-east extremity of 
the Caspian Sea to the town of Attock on the In- 
dus, is, in a direct line, eleven hundred and thirty 
miles ; and from Attock to Delhi five hundred 
and eighty-seven ; the whole distance, then, from 
Astrabad to Delhi is one thousand seven hundred 
and seventeen miles ; or, allowing for the devia- 
tion of roads, dbout two thousMid two hundred 
miles, f he jmacipa! provinces on the road are 
Khorasan, Sejestan, Candahar, Cabul, and the 
Punjab, which latter is divided into the districts 
of Multan, Lahore, Sirhind, and Delhi. It is 
likely that the route of the French and Russians 
will be in this direction, for this has been the 
track of all prior invaders, and is the one least 
obstructed by a deficiency in the supply of water, 
forage, and provkions. 
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Of tliese countries ail that lie westward of 
the hills of Candahar, formerly called the Para- 
patnisan Hills, and by the Macedonians Cauca- 
sus, constituted a portion of the regular Persian 
empire, under the names of Hyrcania, Parthia, 
Aria, Bactria, Parikania (Ferah ?) and Parapa- 
misa. The countries eastward of these hills, 
now called Candahar, Cabul, Afghanistan, and 
Pehkeli, were known by the general name of 
India. These were permitted to remain under 
the government of their own kings, and to be 
administered by their own laws, on ]>aying the 
tribute, and furnishing the troops alrmdy men- 
tioned. 

Khorasan, * which includes the ancient Aria, 
and part of Bactria, is bounded to the north by 
the now inhospitable country of the UsbeckSjf 
and to the southward by the great salt desert of 
Khoestan. The southern parts of this province 
are without river, water, or grass, and are conse- 


quently veiy unproductive: the northern and 
north-eastern are bordered by the mountains of 
Oaur; they enjoy a delightful climate, and 
abound in water, fruit, and sheep. The route 
of an army advancing from the Caspian towards 
the Indus, must therefore be exposed to the mo- 
lestation of Tartar hordes on the one side, or to 
the no less dangere of a barren and unwatered 
track of country on the other. Flying parties of 
cavalry may always interrupt a line^ of march, 
which must be considerably extended, for the 
advantage of obtaining fodder and water. Hence 
although there are no strong places nearer ta 
the hills beyond Herat (Aria), which separate 
Khorasan from Balk, the reduction of Khorasan 
has been deemed an indispensable preliminaiy 
^ the invasion of India. But the reduction of 
Khorasan did not satisfy Alexander. StiB mom 
pnident in the formation of his plans than ardent 
in their executitm, he considered it unsafe to 
advance upon India until he had completely sub- 
dued Bactria and Sogdiana4Balk and Maver-ul- 
nehr), and secured his rear from the irruption of 
the Scythians, by driving them behind the Jax- 
artes, and by establishing strong posts at the 
different passes of the mountains. The suc- 
cessors of Alexander for some time retained 
possession of Khorasan, but were at length de- 
prived of their conquest by the growing power 


of the Parthians, who established the second 
Persian empire, and so successfully combated 
the troops of imperial Rome. The subversif»n 
of their empire in the Caliphat of Othman, 
carried this country under the Mahomedan yoke. 
It has since fallen success! velv under the dvnas- 
tiesof Tahar, * Soffar, f Samian, and Sehectagi : 
the latter made way for the Seljukcs, a Tartar 
race, and these yielded in their turn to the Kho- 
msmians and Gaurs, whose power was aftcr- 
waids annihilate<l by Genghis and his successors. 
The latter governed Khorasan until the great 
revolution of Timur, who.se posterity were after- 
wards driven out by an irruption of Usbecks. 
A number of petty Tartar chiefs exhausted the 
country and each other’s strength, until the time 
of Nadir Shah, who, after many years contest, re- 
covered Khorasan, and restored it to the Persian 
monarchy, which he subsequently usurped in 
his own person, and left, at his death, in a state 
of dissolution, trom whence it is not yet revived. 
The western and northern parts of Khorasan 
w'ere fonnerly very fertile, and well inhabited. 
It boasted of four flourishing cities, Herat (Aria), 
Balk (Bactriana), Merou, and Nishapoor: but 
they are greatly declined in wealth and popula- 




tion from the condition they werfe in at the first 
invasion of Genghis Khan. The two former are 
sitaate in the neighbourhood of mountains, the 
two latter in the midst of plains. 

Sejestan, which includes the ancient Dranga 
or Zarangaea, and the Euei^etae, joins Khorasan 
on the west, and is bounded by the deserts of 
Mekran and Kirman on the east and south. On 
the north it has the hills of Candahar. In its 
principal town, Zaringe, we may still recognize 
the ancient name of Zaranga. This country is, 
for the greater part, level, fertile, and sandy; but 
subject to hot winds, and ill supplied with water. 
«<^t IS the next town to Zaringe in size, and is 
celebrated for its poets. The eastern geographers 
describe Sejestan as formerly abounding in gold 
mines; perhaps it supplied the greatest ’part of 
tribute which the Indians furnished to Darius. 

It was the cradle of the first Persian dynasty, the 
residence of the hero Rustam, and has suflfered . 
extremely in all the irruptions of the Tartare and 
Moguls. 

To the north crf Khorasao we find Khuaresm 
(Lhorasmia of Hfflrbaotu8)j and Maver-ul-nebr 
the country of the Ufhecfcs, formerly known by 
^ names of Sc^diana, from the river Sogd, and 
Transoxiana, from its situatidn beyond the river 
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Oxus. ThesfijproviBces were subject to the Per- 
sian kings, and were assessed with a regular tri- 
bute. Khuaregm is surrounded by a desert, and 
situate between the Jehoon, or Oxus, and the 
Caspian Sea. Maver-ul-nehr has been cele- 
brated by the Persians for the fertility of its soil 
and the healthiness of its climate. The cities 
of Bochara and Samarcand (Maracanda), were 
eacli, at different times, the seat of empire, sur- 
rounded with villas, orchards, and gardens, and 
abounding in the arts and luxuries of polished 
life. This country appeared the middle stage 
between the Scythians and Persians, and w'as ex- 
posed to ^e perpetual conflicts of the conten- 
ding armies of Iran and T«ran, As the Persian 
^monarchy declined in vjgorj.the Tartars possess^ 
thejaa^lyes of the valley of-Sogd, and therd, unit- 
ing the spirit of their ancestofe to the arts of their 
vanquished enemies, becaihe celebrated for their 
bravery, their wit, and their science. New inva- 
«oo.fnOT thenorth-eastward expelled or reduced 
these settlers in their turn, and obliged the ill-fe- 
ted country to experience the alternate extreme;^ 
of wretchedness and prosperity. It is bounded on 
the south-west by Khorasan, to the south-east by 
the TOOuntairrs of Hindu Kho, by those of Khara 
Tau to the northward, and to the eastward by the 
ranges Tuck and Kuttore, which separate it 
from China, . '' ' - 
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The above-mentioned are the principal cosin- 
tries between the Caspian Sea and the provinces 
of Candahar and Cabul, and were reduced by 
Alexander previous to his Indian invasion. The 
treason of Bessus &cilitated his success as much 
as the battles di Imus and Gangamela. These 
victories put the conqueror in possession of the 
family of Darius, and dispersed the best troops 
of the empire. But Bessus, by the murder of his 
master, extinguished all measures of concerted 
defence, and afforded the son of Philip an oppor- 
tunity of winning the affections of the Persian 
nation, by pursuing and punishing the assassin of 
their monarch. The gates and stores of the cities 
through which he marched were thrown open to 
him. FromZeudracarta, the capital of Hyrcania, 
he moved through Parthia to Susia, a city of 
Aria. Here he formed a junction with the remain- 
der of bis army, and proceeded towards Bactra, in 
pursuit of who had, % this time, assumed 

the tiara, the name of Artaxerxes, and the sove- 
reignty of Asia. While on his march, which he 
appears to have directed to the left of Aria, Alex- 
ander heard of the revolt of Satibarzan^, and of 
his occupation of that city, which was the ca- 
pital of the fnoiidce. Influenced by this intel- 
ligence, he immediatdy made a movement to 
the right, and by a forced march of sixty miles 
in two days, reached the town, and put the enemy 


to flight. Then leaving Aria, he proceeded to 
the 2^angaei, whose governor he put to death a« 
one of the murderers of Darius, and from them 
to the Agriasp®, whom he treated with great 
kindness, on account of their fidelity to Cyrus, 
He continued among these people for sixty days, 
most likely to refresh his army after their fatigues, 
and to collect stores for his march against Bessus, 
who had fled beyond the Oxus, and had wasted 
the intermediate country. 

To secure himself from the molestation of the 
Drang® and Arachoti, Alexander turned his 
anns into their country, and pursued them among 
the hills which separate them from India. These 
hills he crossed in the midst of snow's, in great 
want of necemries, and with extreme fatigue to 
his troops. After encountering many difficulties 
he reached a flat country, which he traversed 
until he arrived at the foot of Caucasus. Here 
he founded a city of his owm name,* and then 


* EarfAfif xj!i rw» IvSm leuf 

it tSvn iict woAAflf x»t ampix rw 

)CM tm Fpcilu^xt erijASf Ep 'IsuJS' 

it trppt rsv KauJeatavK to ipof twst nxt vokw 

fxnmimt A?it^oa>^ti»v xxt S'uffasf vjrtfC«Xt% oftf 

ronKrnxmm ..Anw, Likin, p.' 4*9 --•S3*. 




advanced upon the mountain, which at that time 
was completely barren, though in the spring and 


Here it is i'ltiinlj said that Akxaader proceeded frosa the 
hills oftheAiachoti, ’^homCnrtius calls the Farapamisad®, 
to the foot of Cancifeiis, and that he built the citj" before 
he crossed that Ciirtms farther states, that Alex-* 

iader traversed a calti ?ated country between the Parapami- 
Mtcltt aiid the ri^rerB of Canesisus* Tandem ad ctiltiora 
perrentttm loca est, commeatnqtie largo mereatas exercitiiSi, 

IiMle agmen pTocessit ad Cauctsam monteni. Septin- 
decem dienira spxitio Caucasum superavit exercitus# . Con* 
deiiciie in radicibus montis urbi sedes electa est. Lib, 7» 
cap, 4, Here It is implied that Alexandria was built ujfter 
ctwsiiig CmncESus. 

Pliny al&o says •— Alexandriam sub ipso Caucaso condl* 
dit § 17« How all these authorities agree in placing Alex* 
andria at the foot of Caucasus, or Hindu Kho, and not at 
the foot of Parapamisus, or tiie Indian hills, near Arochosia# 
If they are fight, the modern Candahar is not the Alex* 
aadria ia question, fmr it is at a distance from Caucasut, 
and built at the itNrts of tie Paraptmisan Hills, but not 
before they were em«ed. The m rmrm of Arrian implies 
some interval of time between the passage of the Parapami- 
san Hills, and the reaching of the roots of Caucasus* It was, 
ifidbed, the time in which Erigseus pursued and killalSatib* 

aaaaes : but Candahar is dose to the hills of Pampunisus* 

.. ■ , ... ■ .. . ■ ' ■ 

■ ... r.' ■ ^ ■ ■ ■■ " 

* One of thu, stioagwt ‘n^Mion® for fupposijag Candahar 
lo be one of Alexander’s scyen citi» is drawn from the 
rimikrity of l^«h''C»n4thar md Eskander, the 

oriental name of Akxaiider* But these etymologies are set* 
dom to be relied upon, and' '|iave frequently led to very 
tbimrd. miitakes. 
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summer seasons it produced the selphiim and 
terebinthm, on which the cattle of the surrounding 
country depastured. But Bessus, who had pur- 
sued the same track, had wasted every thing in 
his retreat, and was retired as far as Nautaca. 

After fatiguing marches of seventeen days, in 
crossing Caucasus, Alexander found it necessary 
to halt at Drapsaca (Bamian), for the refresh- 
ment of his troops. ♦Leaving this place, he pro- 
ceeded to Aornos and Bactra, (Balk) both of which 
he took. After crossing the Oxus, and receiving 
Bessus, who had been delivered up to him by 
Spitamenes, and replacing the horses which he 
had lost in passing the mountain and the river, he 
reached Maracanda (Samancand), and pushed on 
to the Banks of the Jaxartes (the Sir ), where 
he took and destroyed seven cities, the prin- 
cipal of which was built by Cyrus, and bore his 
name. 



Having, repelled, aiyl made peace with the 
Scythians, Alexander i^umed towards Mara- 
canda, then besieged by Spitamenes, and reached 
it after marching one hundred and fifty miles 
in three days. Spitamenes fled, and was pur- • 
sufed to the borders of the Scythian desert,: be- 
yond the river Polytemetus, After this Alex- 
ander retitnaed to Bactra, with the design of 

■ 
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wintering there; It was at this place he gratified 
the Penrians with the punishment of Bessus, the 
assumption of their dress and arms, and wounded 
the attachment of hisifriends by his intemperance, 
and fay the murder of Ciitus. 

, Early in the spring he undertook another expe- 
dition, for the more complete reduction of Sog- 
diana, where Spitamenes still continued to excite 
revolt. The death of that diief, and the dariiig 
and successful attack made upon the strong holds 
of the country, reduced the whole province to 
subjection. Having effected this, Alexander re- 
turned to Bactra, and from thence, in ten days, 
across Caucasus ( the spring being by this time 
considerably advahced ), to the new city of Alex- 
andria.* 

AH the arrangements for the government of the 
conquered provinces during his absence being 
settled, and a levy of thirty thousand recruits 
being raised among them, Alexander proceeded 


(lilx ST, p, 697, Ed. Caasab.) says that he 
returned by a shorter road, viripSas Ids otV «(tou xat aXAeuf 
elbtif tir/JifuJlipogf mxptslcfn He had 

doubtless {Mid attention to the different {Msses in the rooun- 
taina before he set out on his return from Balk, 

, . T 

/ . ' - ■ ■ 


toXicaea, and the banks of the Cophenes, where 
he met Taxiles, and the other Indian chiefs, 
who invited him into their country- Here he 
divided his army, directing Hephestion' to pro- 
ceed with the main body through Peucelaotis 
to the banks of the Indus, and to reduce ali the 
places on his route, while the king, with a light 
detachment of the best troops, scoured the coun- 
try to the northward of the Cophenes. In the 
early part of his march he passed through tlie 
lands of the Aspii, Thyraei, and Arasaci, a moun- 
tainous and rugged district, to the river Choes, 
which he crossed with difficulty. One town 
which opposed him was razed to the ground ; 
another, called Andraca, submitted and was 
spared. The Euaspla was the next river he met 
with, beyond which he found the town of Ari- 
gaeum, situate among the hills, and already de- 
serted by its inhabitants. After several battles 
with the mountaineers he crossed the river Gu* 
rseus, formidable for ifa rapidity and* the loG»e 
stones it carried along, and traversing the ter- 
ritoiy of the Guraeans, attack^ >Massaga, the 
largest town in that country. It capitulated, 
and its surrender was followed by the capture of 
Osa and Bazyra, the former taken by storm, the 
latter quitted by its inhabitants, who, with those 
of several other towns, betook themselves to the 

6 $ 
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celebratwJ rock of AorncM, fwenty miles in cir- 
cumference and above one in height. ♦ 

While the king was thus advancing along the 
hills, Hephestion had captured and left a garrison 
at Orobatis,and was constructing abridge over the 
Indus, Alesanderalso moved towards the river, 
apparently to receive the surrender of Peucelaotis, 
and to reinforce his army for the projected siege 
Aomos. After reducing several small places on 
the Indus, he advanced to Erabolima, near Aornos, 
where he established his magazines, and then pro- 
ceeded with a select force to the attack of the 
rock. It was carried by the intrepidity of Pto- 
lemy ; a garriscfn was left in it, and the anny 
marched to Dyrta, situate among the Assacani. 
The people fled into the mountains, where they 
were followed by the light troops and dispersed ; 
tte king in the mean while directing his course 
to the Indus, through a woody country, the tim- 
ber of which his troops formed into boats, on 
which they were carried down the stream, to 
the bridge which Hephestion had already con- 
structed. 

The expedititwurf Alexander being the first in 


* Arrian, lib, 4 , p. 306. 
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time, and the only one recorded with minuteness, 
deserves our very serious consideration : and not 
only for these reasons, but, also, because his cam- 
paigns in the vicinity of India, and his communi- 
cation with its chiefe, afforded him every intelli- 
gence as to the route which he should pursue. 
He taust have known, what has been long an 
Indian proverb, that no one can wel} call himself 
master of India, who is not master of Cabul. 
This province commands the passes from the 
north, as Candahar does those from the west ; and 
the nature of this communication, with the im- 
portance of commanding it, must have been well 
known to Alexander while he resided at Bactra, 
or Balk. It is hardly probable, therefore, that 
be did not visit Cabul, and secure these passes, 
which would afford him a free communication 
with his viceroys in Bactria and Sogdiapa. And 
if we consider the situation of the country, and 
his motives, when he moved from Bactria towards 
India, we must be inclined to believe that the 
town of Alexandria, which he then visited, was 
nearer Caucasus than the modem Candahar ; for 
this city is above one hundred and ten miles south 
of Bamian, or Drapsaca, and as many more froih 
the Cophenes, vrhile Bamian is not above fifty 
from that river. 

We are told, that in passing from the Cophenes, 
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or the Cow river, to the Choes, which must 
the Kameh, he found the country moiintoinoiis 
and rugged. But the direct road from Candaliar 
towards Cabul, is flat and uninterrupted.* Alex- 
ander’s route must have been, therefore, to the 
Jett or northward of this road, and among the 
hills which form the chain of Hindu Kho, and 
separate Balk from Cabul. It was near these 
hills that he must have found the river rapid, and 
that the inhabitants of the country sought for 
refuge. The principal town of this country, its 
ancient name is not given, he razed : was it not 
the modem Cabul, situate between the Choes 
and the Euaspla? The next town, Andraca, 
niore to the northward, capitulated. We have 
no means of knowing the modern name of this 
town, but as Alexander’s design was to secure 
himself on the side of Balk, we may consider it 
as lying between Cabul and the hills. After this 
he crtw8«l the EuaisJ>la, f one of the small streams 
which join the Kameh at Cabul, We are equally 
ignorant of the pceition of Arigmum, knowing 
only that it lay near the mountains ; but the river 


• The ro«iid to Citeh hj way of Khowan and Candaliar, 
js without any wiiuMiig> and ia free from hills, — Vide, 
Ayeen Akbertf, vol. ii. p. Ids. 

t Perhaps at the Pal mtisteeB. Ayeen Akhery, 
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Gurffius, which was crc»secl with so much difB- 
colty, is doubtless the Baran, which joins the 
Kameh below Adeenaghur, and forms the united 
stream of the Attock. Massaga was the next 
town on the way, and at some distance frpii 
the river on which Alexander retreated to draw 
out the garrison. From Alassaga he advanced 
against Ora, and Bazira, the latter situate in the 
hilly country now known by the name of Bijore, 
on the confines of Sewaad, and abounding with 
mountainous paas<^ : this corresponds with the 
description of Aornos, which Strabo places near 
the sources of the Indus, rather than of the 
Sewaad river. Alexander moved from Byore to 
Peucelaotis, in which name the modem Peh- 
kely is recognized, and returned to Aornos along 
the Indus, by way of Embolima. After the re- 
duction of Ao.mos, he again invaded the Assa- 
cani, whom I cannot consider as the people of 
Issakh}'!; for these are stated in the Ayeen Akbery 
to lie to the south-east of Cabul, and the people 
attacked by Alexainier were evidently to the 
north-east of Bijore, I iten them to be rather the 
inhabitants of the hills bordering on the Kuttore 
and CEffihgaj countries, countries that were likely 
to obstruct his march, to require advanced par- 
ties for clearing the jungles, and to supply that 
timber with which his boats were constructed. 
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Unda- these impressions I take the liberty of 
differing from the high authority of Major Rennel, 
^ to Alexander’s route from the Cophenes to the 
Indus, though I feel pleasure in acknowledging 
the many obligations, which, in common with 
othere, I owe that gentleman for his illustrations 
of Indian geography, and for the means of forming 
an opinion on this intricate subject. I should 
not have ventured to have expressed an opinion 
contrary to his, could I have reconciled the march 
of Alexander, as traced by him, with a period of 
six weeks 'employed in the expedition ; for the 
distance by his account is not so much as two 
hundred miles, including the counter-march from 
Peucelaotis to Aornos. Now Alexander met 
with no delay excepting at Massaga : this town 
indeed held out four days, which, however, 
only compensated the two forced marches made 
MB^iately after crossing the Euaspla. And 
igaifr, as his object was to dear the countiy 
north of the Cophenes, it seems reasonable to 
conclude that he would lave held the work im- 
perfectly effected, until he had established a 
cmnunanimtion with Balk by the pass of Tool, 
and either driven the inhabitant of the coun- 
try beyond the mountains of Kuttore, or hem- 
med them m between his own army and that 
of Hephestion. It is for feese reasons, supported 
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by the continued mention of mountains near liis 
line of march, as well as by the traditions of the 
country,* that I am induced to think Alexander 
visited Cabul, and that he proceeded along the 
mountainous barrier of that province to the banks 
of the Indus. 

The friendship of Taxiles secured the passage 
of the Indus, and the vicinity of his capital to the 
place of crossing, determines it to have been above 
the town of Attock, situate at the confluence of 
the river of that name with the Indus. The pro- 
gress of the conqueror across the Hydaspes, the 
Acesines, and the Hydraotes, towards the banks 
of the Hyphasis, Major Rennei has most satis- 
factorily detailed. In these rivers he recognizes 
the Chelan, the Chunaub, the Rauvee, and the 
Beyah, the four most westerly streams of the 
Punjab. During this progress, the principal re- 
sistance arose from Porus, and the banks of the 
Chelttn were the scene of the contest. f But the 


• Tliey say that Secnnder (Mexw^er) left treasure in 
Cahill under die taire of fome of kus relations, and some of 
their descendants who carry their genealogical table in their 
hands, now dwell in the mountminous part. Ayem Akhirff, 

t Tbw liattle was foiighl in Apiiljt ia 

tbe Aitifi tt3s>!iitli MttByckbiia and lli%^ iiwl^»hip ‘rf Hege* 
Jrrmn* 
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valour of one chieftain, deserted by his neigh- 
bours, was unequal to oppMC one hundred and 
twenty thousand men, led on by the conqueror 
of western Asia, whose forces increased as he 
IMToceeded, who prepared his victories before- 
hand, by sowing dissentions among those who 
should resist him, and who, by attacking each 
singly, conquered all- * 

This conduct of the Macedonian monarch has 
been but too successfully imitated by the Corsi- 
can usurp>er, and has given just cause to Spain, 
to Austria, to the different states of Germany, 
and to Prussia, more than any, to deplore the 
influence of mutual jealousy, and the proved 
truth of a maxim which the events of former ages 
should have convinced them to have been un- 
erring. These jealous divisions have already 
ruined the continent of Europe — It is for us, 
proflting by the precept and the example, to 
take care that the same consequences shall not 
occur in Asia, and that those whom we cannot 
secure by benefits as our friends, shall by our 
power be rendered incapable of giving assist- 
ance to our enemies, 

Alexander crossed the Hydaspes where its 


* Ita. dum singuli pngnant nnirersi vbcuutur. Taeitut, 


stream was divided by a rocky island. Such an 
island still exists in the Chelun, and as his course 
from the Indus to this river was southerly, the 
towns of Bucephalia and Nicaea, built on its 
banks to commemorate the victoiy and the faith- 
ful companion of many victories, myst also be 
southward of the place where he passed the 
Indus. These circumstances fix the passage of 
the Hydaspes, or Chelun, at the island where 
the fort of Jemaud was afterwards erected. 

Of the country’ between the Hydaspes and 
Acesines, Porus had commanded the greater 
part. His bravery excited the respect of his 
conqueror, and in consequence of his submis- 
sion, he again received possession of his domi- 
nions, together wdth the country of the Glausii, 
whom Alexander compelled to obey an authority 
which they had not previously recognized. 

After settling the arrangements of this district, 
Alexander piweeded to the Acesines or*Chu- 
naub, which he crossed in a #ide* and shallow 
part of its course, and advanced towards the 
Hydraotes in pursuit of another Porus, who 
refused to submit to his authority. Leaving 
Hephestion to clear the right bank of the Hy- 
draota, and to reduce the country between it 
and the Ac^nes, he passed the former river, 


and hastened to the dispersion of the confede- 
racy formed by the Cathei, and waiting to give 
him battle at Sangala. Two marches brought 
him from the Hydraotes to Pimprana and the 
Adraistffi. The enemy were posted on an emi- 
nence in front of the town. After their defeat 
and the capture of the place, Alexander moved 
on in an easterly direction to the Hyphasis. This 
nver is generally supposed to be the Beyah, and 
Alexander is said to have crossed it above its 
confluence with the SetJeje, which communi- 
cates its name to the united stream. But a 
direct easterly course from Sangala brings us 
below the confluence of the two rivers, and to a 
body of water more likely to terrify the Macedo- 
nians than the Beyah, which is greatly inferior 
to the Chunaub or the Chelun, both of which 
they had already crossed. 

And tlfii doM^ption of the country immedi- 
ately beyond the river, suits better with the Set- 
leje, below the Junction, than with the Beyah 
above it ; for Diodorus informs us that it was a 
desert of ten days’ march, and such a desert still 
exists fo the south-«a8t of Firoospore. But there 
is no cfesert toween the Beyah and the Setleje. 

* U was to this river, then, that Alexander ad- 
ronced fom Sangala with an intention of reduo- 
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ing the nations beyond it. They weje repre- 
sented as highly civilized,' w^lthy, and brave. 
But the magnitude of the rivet, now much 
swollen with the summer rains, the dreadful 
accounts given of the desert, and the epidemical 
complaints of the season, excited a mutiny in 
the troops, and a refusal to advance further. 
After a severe struggle, Alexander was obliged 
to yield ; and contenting himself with, the erec- 
tion of twelve altars, situate perhaps beyond the 
Beyah, along which he might have moved to 
avoid the inundation of the lower country, he 
returned to the banks of the Hydaspes, and 
embarked on board the fleet which awaited his 
arrival at Nicaea, leaving to Poms the sove- 
reignty of the country, and contented with the 
acknowledgment of his own supremacy.* 

When we consider the state of India at the 
time of Alexander’s invasion, divided as it was 
amOE^ chiefs who were mutually jealous 
of «K;h other, f and more . ready to aid than 

V y . ' f i' *','1 ‘t j^*"*'* . “ 

Jf.— ' ,, ■ , . ... 

- ♦ en^lmrk^i a few day« before tlie belkeal 

w&miiig: «ttiag 0f tlie Flmdes^ eirafew dayi 
f#tli of October, S£7 before mr aart* Stmi 0 * 

t slatai tkw m #be bnirfwd 

twenty^ in tie pm of tto biro'; 
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to resist the invader, we cannot but feel some 
surprize at his proceeding no further. No op- 
position met him on the Indus, nor in crossing 
the hills west of the Chelun, W'hich form the 
first and principal defences of the Punjab. The 
difficulty witli which the passage of the latter 
river was effected, proves what might have been 
done by experienced troops in preventing that of 
the former. But the defeat of Porus left the banks 
of the Punjab rivers unoccupied, and when ano- 
ther army was formed, it preferred the paltry de- 
fences of a town to the natural barriers of the 
country. 

From the little that historians convey to us on 
the subject, we are at a loss to account for Alex- 
anders retreat, and are tempted to believe that, 
having employed from the month of March to 
August in the coQ«|ue8t of a part of the Punjab, 
he really esKperifteced a resistance which rendered 
imprudent his advance among the Prasii and 
Gandarides, though the national vanity of the 
Greeks suppressed all mention of the circum- 
stance. In this supposition we are strengthened 
by the account of the flourishing nature of those 
Countries, whose resources were yet untouched, 
and by the subsequent conduct which they have 
almost invariably adopted, of contending with 
theif western invaders on the plains of Carnout 


rather than on the western frontiers of Hindus- 
tan. This trait of their conduct deserves to be 
remembered, in order that it may not be imitated. 
The enemy who crosses the Setleje in safety, has 
every advantage in his favour ; the success of sur- 
mounting all the natural defences, and the neces- 
sity of finding safety in victory. 

Alexander knew nothing of the people beyond 
the Setleje. His successors extended their know- 
ledge to the Ganges, and preserved some influ- 
ence over the Indian princes. But though Hin- 
dustan experienced a visit from Aiitiochus, who 
renewed the treaty with Sophagesenes,* and after 
receiving one hundred and fifty elephants, return- 
ed through Arokaje and Zaringe into Carmania, 
it was, upon the whole, left in much greater quiet 
than the countries west of the Indus. These, 
bordering too nearly on the Tartar race, were ex- 
posed to the repeated inroad of these tribes, and 
although benefited by the science and arts of a 
Grecian goveniment, they attained little beyond 
the restlessness of a Grecian people. , 

The exsnnple (rf Bactria, which soon shook off 
the yoke, was imitated by Parthia. This cqun- 


* A. C. 9a3.i,.' See Gb. jti. Cap. 



tiy, after expelling the Greeks, and encountering 
successfully the armies of consular and imperial 
Rome, fell under the renovated dynasty of Per- 
sia, of which it formed a province, and sub- 
mitted with that empire to the followers of 
Mahomed. 

The power of the Kaliphs declined as rapidly 
as it had advanced. Khorasan, Sejestan, Can- 
dahar, and Cabul were wrested from their hands 
by several successive usurpers, who established 
dynasties that soon made way for others.* But 
the fall measure of the wretchedness of these 


The Thaherites, founded in Khorasan by Thaher, a 
gCMral of the Kaliph Ahaamon, about the year 815. The 
Jf&ndes by Jacob Leith, who extended his empire orer 
jestau, Khwasan, and a great part of Persia, A. D. 87 a, 

reddence. The Samanians. 
■who denved their nsnne from Saman, a camel-driver, the 
gr^dfatber of Ismael, who annexed the dominions of the 
^fiandet to Maveivul-nehr, and fixed his seat of empire at 

• and died in 907. The Ghasnevites, who, under 
Afai^ tod Sebectagi, about the year 960, wrested Kho- 
rmn and Ghum from the kings of Bocham. The Seljukes 

* , ' . V ^ G*Bride 8 , who elevated themselves on 

’"ore soon despoiled 
tf the western provmces by the Khuar«nians, whom Gea- 
gliw Khan subdued, about the year laao. 
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countries was reserved for the age of the monster 
Genghis Khan, who found them full of weaith 
and people, and left them in the stillness of the 
grave. 

They had scarcely began to revive frorn the 
desolation occasioned by Genghis, when they 
experienced a renewal of sufferings from the 
cruel Timur, and from his time to this they have 
been subject to a continued warfare of the mcwt 
exhausting nature. 

But to return to India. The tribute paid to 
Alexander was continued to his successors by 
Sandracottus and his two next in descent, until 
Araaces assumed the Persian tiara, and claimed 
the homage of the new Indian dynasty, which 
had been established by Jonah * about 240 years 
before our sera. A dependent government pos- 
sesses neither the means of prosperity or safety. 
Tlie love of country becomes lost in the pre- 
servation of self, and naticmal honour sinks into 
private aggrandisement. The Indian monarchy, 
which had feebly existed on sufferance rather 
than on its own strength, was dissolved in the 


* Supposed by some to have been the Sophagesenes of 
Arrian. ■ ./'’i / ' 
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time of Callianchund * into several small states, 
nor was it afterw'ards distinguished bnt by petty 
feuds until the time of Bickermajeet, the patrif>t 
king of Malva and Gujerat, a contemporary and 
an illustrious rival to the celebrated Sapor. Tlie 
reign of Bickermajeet was a bright day in ths; 
history of India, and his name is still dear to the 
natives. He died in battle, f and with him was 
extinguished the glory of his country, which 
continued to pay tribute to Persia, and lan- 
guished in decline, although marked, towards the 
year 3^, by two virtuous monarchs, Basdeo and 
Ramdeo, who were obliged to acknowkxlge the 
supremacy of Feroos Sarsa, the father of Kai- 
cobad. 

On the death of Ramdeo, Purtabchund, a 
stranger in blood, mounted the throne, and wil- 
ling to gain popularity, suspended the usual tri- 
bute to Persia, But Noshirvan was not a prince 
who would readily relinquish his rights. A 
Persian invasion ensued, and India, long agi- 
teted by party quarrels, and rendered by repeated 
revolutitms indifferent to the person on the 
throne, made a most feeble resistance. The 
arrears of the tribute, and its payment in ad- 
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vance, were insisted upon by the victor, and 
paid by the vanquished. * 

From the time of Purtabchund the minor 
princes of India assumed a more decided cha- 
racter, and the head of the empire was obliged 
to drop all appearance of superiority. Not long 
after this, the Arab invasion of Khorasan, and 
the occupation of Candahar, Cabul, and the 
hills of the Afghans, opened the road to Hin- 
dustan, and prepared the way to a fresh inva- 
sion. These people, the Afghans, inhabited the 
mountainous barrier of the country, and were 
distinguished by their valour in the armies of the 
first Persian kings, and during the expedition of 
Alexander. They claimed their descent from 
the children of Israel, and certainly possesed all 
the ferocity of that uncommon people. They 
were formed into a kind of federal patriarchal 
government, suitable to the nature of their coun- 
try, and, like all mountaineers, were attached 


• Atwnt the year 510 . Tte Bana of Oudipoor, the meat 
raipectaWe in birth of the Bajeports, trtices his pedigi^a 
to Noshirvan, one of whose daughters was given in inarria^ 
to ius ancestor. That ancestor must have been a Hindu ; 
his marriage with a foreigner is therefore a very rmarkafole 
event, and appears at variance with the strict observance of 
cast, so much ioristed oa at present. 
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repulsed their Arab invaders,* and without any 
regular establishment, poor, brave, free, and 
ardent, were soon destined to form an empire 
which extended from the Jumna to the shores of 
the Caspian, and from the deserts of Persia to 
the banks of the Jaxartes. The revolution of 
time has enabled us to trace the dissolution of 
their government by the descendants of Timur, 
its renovation on the ruins of that house. 
It still exists, and preserves the original cha- 
racter oi ite framers, jealousy, restlessness, and 
barbarism. 


The dynasty of Saman, availing itself of the 
of the Kaliphs of Bagdat, had extended 
its dominions over Tiansoxiana, Khorasan, Se- 
jestan, Cabul, and Candahar. To check the 
rwtiess spirit the Afghans^ a governor and 
garrison were established at Ghizni, the capital 
of a small province of the same name, under the 
immediate orders of the viceroy of Khorasan. 
The name of this viceroy, about the year 960, 
was Abistagi or Alpt^hin, as Herbelot calls him, 
and that of the govemordf Ghizni Sebuctagi, 
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originally a Tartar slave in the service of Abistagi, 
who, in consequence of a dispute with the 
sultauu of Bochara, made himself independent 
in his government, and placed Sebuctagi at the 
head of his armies. 

Hindustan, which had already been invaded 
by this Tartar, while in the service of Abistagi, 
was doomed to encounter his further oppressions 
when he became the successor of that chief.* 
Reducing Cabul, he advanced across the Indus 
into the Punjab, then governed by the Bramin 
.bypal, who, at the head of one hundred thousand 
horse, and two hundred thousand foot, met Se- 
buctagi on the left Imnk of the Indus, and was 
completely defeated. His dominions were an- 
nexed to those of the conqueror, who, after ex- 
tending his empire from Persia to the Oxus, and 
from the Caspian Sea to Lahore, died in the year 
997, and was succeeded by his son Mahmood, 
the scourge of India. ; , 

Mahmood, f as well as his father, was a zealous 
Mahomedan, and was mged to the conquest of 


* A. D. st77. 
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f « TJ« wn of the slave of the slave of the d*ve of the 
prophet.” Cibbm. 


India by hiis hatred of Paganism, and his lust 
for plunder. His indiscriminating rage against 
the Hindu superstitions rendered the conquest 
of the country a tedious work, and excited an 
opposition, which no former invader had encoun- 
tered. But his power was also greater than that 
of former invaders. He was complete master of 
the adjoining provinces, had an army trained to 
conquest, and obtained ready supplies from the 
Tartar nations, after he had extirpated the Sama- 
nian race, and possessed himself of the kingdom 
of Bochara. 

Having settled the affairs of Bochara, he in- 
vaded Hindustan in 9995 and returned with 
much plunder. In the ensuing year he defeated 
the Rajah Jeypal, at Peshore, and reduced Be- 
tinda. Jejq^al, by a voluntary death (for he had 
been twice defeated), transmitted the war to his 
son Anundpal. A third invasion gives to Mah- 
mood the town of Tahera, situate beyond Mul- 
tan, and belonging to Bachera, a prince who had 
resisted the son of Jeypal, and who perished in the 
’battle which decided the fate of his territory. 

The fourth invasion * was follow^ed by the 
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defeat of Anundpai, among the passes of Peshore, 
and by the submission of Multan, which had 
revolted ; but the further progress of the invader 
was prevented by an irruption made into Kho- 
rasan by Ilenk Khan, whose forces, joined to 
those of his allies, the Tartars, were encountered 
by Mahm<X)d near Balk, and, after a desperate 
engagement, repelled beyond the Oxus. 

During his visits to India, Mahmood had en- 
couraged the diffusion of the faith of Mahomed ; 
he had given power and command to some Hin- 
dus who liad ajiostatized : he had left one of 
these in charge of his conquests when he moved 
ag-ainst Ilenk Khan. This governor rebelled 
against his new master, and was punished ; but 
the attack on the faith of Brama, and the apos- 
tacy of one of its votaries alarmed the whole of 
the Hindu princes. The rajahs of Delhi, Ougein, 
Guallior, Callingar, Ajmere, and Canouje, joined 
their forces to those of Anundpai, and proceed- 
ed to the plains of P^hore. Here they were 
completely defeated by Mahmood, who, availing 
himself of the victory, advanced against, and took 
the strong post of Biek, in the district of Kagra- 
cot, situate on a rock, and containing the religious 
treasures of tire country.* This defeat was foi- 
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lowed by the submission of the Punjab, and by 
a treaty, accompanied, on the part of the rajah, 
with fifty elephants, and an annual tribute. 

The affairs of Hindustan being thus settled, 
Mahmood addressed himself to the reduction 
of the inhabitants of the Gaurian Hills, and 
of Gurghistan. But these facile conquests did 
not satisfy his ambition : nor did his zeal feel 
easy while a Hindu temple remained perfect. 
The respect entertained for, and, perhaps, the 
wealth reported to be contained in, the temple of 
Tanassar,* detennined him to attack it. An- 
undpal was obliged to afford him a free passage 
through Lahore, and the temple fell into his hands 
before the rajah of Delhi had been able to collect 
a force for its protection. Delhi itself experienced 
the same fate with Tanassar : f but as Lahore apd 
Multan were not yet completely subdued, Mah- 
mood satisfied himself with plundering the coun- 
try, and returned to Ghizni. 

The following year he invested Nindoona, in 
the district of Lahore, and after its capture, 
marched against the son of Anundpal, who harl 
retired into Caslmiere. The fugitive was fol- 
lowed by Mahmood, jpho plundered the pro- 


• 30 Miles W.of DeUji, 
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\ince, and, returning the next season, reduced 
the whole country to submission, and compelled 
many of its native to embrace his faith. 

The possession of Cashmere afforded him a 
new route, through which he advanced upon 
Canouje at the head of 130,000 Tartars, and en- 
tered that kingdom by way of Tibet. * The moun- 
tains were the only obstacles he had to encounter. 
The king of Canouje submitted. The conqueror 
returned by way of Merat, which capitulated ; of 
Mavin, on the Jumna, which surrendered at dis- 
cretion; and of Mutra,f which he plundered and 
defeced. From Mutra he proceeded against the 
liill forts of the Rajepoots, a warlike and free race 
of Hindu mountaineers from whom the modern 
Mahrattasclaimdescent, and, after some di fficulty, 
todk Munge and Chundpal. Satisfied with these 
captures, hecrossed theliidusand reached Ghizni, 
with 20,000,000, of dihrms, 53,000 captives, 350 
elephants, and an inestimable amount of pearls 
and precious stones. 

i 

The plunder of India was laid out in the em- 
bellishment of Ghizni, and the court of Mah- 
nmod became the centre of learning and ele- 
gance. Firdausi flourished in this reign 5 and 
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having m'ritten the poem of the Shahnamah, at 
the request of the sultaun, retired disgusted with 
the small recompense made him for the wort, 
and employed himself in satires on Mahmood’s 
avarice and deformity. The work of bis genius 
remains, but the offspring of his spleen is no 
longer known. 

The king of Ganouje had submitted to Mah- 
mood, and was said to have relinquished the 
Hindu faith. This apostacy cost him his life. 
The punishment of his murderers carried the 
sultaun of Ghizni to the banks of the Jumna, 
which he crossed without opposition, in face of 
an Hindu army that fled at his approach. * 
His next expedition was against Locote, in 
Cashmere, which resisted his efforts, and La- 
hore, which he captured, and gave up to the 
plunder of his troops. And in the following 
year he invaded Hindustan an eleventh time, 
directing his course against the king of Callin- 
gar, who now submitted to the authority of his 
arms. 

# 

The twelfth, and last expedition of this bigot, 
was directed against the temple of Sumnat, in 
the Guzemt.f He advanced by way of Multan, 
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crossed the desert to Ajmere, which he laid 
waste, and then proceeded to Karwallah, from 
whence he reached Surnnat, across another de- 
sert. His attempt to carry the temple by assault 
was foiled ; but the army collected for its defence 
WM defeated ; and the place w as soon after sur- 
rendered, and as usual, plundered of all its 
wealth. Mahmood returned by way of Gurdea, 
which he took by storm, and of the pleasant 
territory of Narwalkh, where he once intended 
to have fixed his residence. 

Mussaood succeeding to his father’s empire 
and views, invaded Hindustan by the passes of 
Sirsutty and Cashmere, in the year 1032. Three 
years after he advanced upon the city of Hassi, 
and the fort of Sumput, both of w'hich he re- 
duced. After taking several other places, he 
returned to Ghizni, where the growing powder of 
the Seljukes excited his fears, and soon obliged 
him to iy to India for safety. But he found it 
not there—he w« deposed on the banks of the 
Chelun, and was soon after put to death by the 
insurgents. 

"The Seljukes had served in the armies of 
MahmcxKi, and the plunder of Hindustan in- 
vited many under the banners of his son. But 
the numbers anxious to emigrate from Tartary, 
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exceeded what Mussaood could entertain, and 
the new comers soon proceeded from requests 
to threats. Their force accumulated, the Afghans 
joined them, and they soon stripped the house 
of Gliizni of all its possessions, to the westward 
and northward of Sejestan, Candahar, and Cabul. 

These provinces, with the unsettled posses- 
sion of Hindustan, formed the whole of the ter- 
ritory of Moodood, the son of Mussaood. Though 
the Hindus were more easily encountered than 
the Tartars, the troops of Ghizni were no longer 
permitted to be victorious. The king of Delhi 
took Tannasar, Hassi, and Nagracot. The rajahs 
of the Punjab were encouraged to attack Lahore, 
but were repulsed.* For several years after this, 
Hindustan was relieved from the invasion of the 
princes of the house of Ghizni, who were occu- 
pied in defending their possessions to the west- 
ward from the J^epa^ted attacks of the Seljuk 
Tartars and the mountaineers of Gaur. The 
Sultan Ibrahim, availing himself of a momentary 
calm, advanced beyond Ajodin in 1079 , and 
reduced the strong fort of Rupal, situate in that 
neighbourhood, and built upon a hill surrounded 
on three of . its sides with water. He also sub- 
dued an ancient eoloiiy Khorasans, left among 
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these mountains by a former Persian invader.* 
But this expedition added not to the ea^te^l 
boundary of his empire, or to the security of ids 
throne. 

The rebellion ofBahn, the governor of Lahore, 
called Byram, the grandson of Ibrahim, into Hin- 
dustan, in the year 1150. Nagore was taken, and 
the rebel defeated near Multan, His brother, 
one of the Gaurian princes, to revenge his death, 
invaded Ghizni, entered the capital, and soon 
after experienced a similar fate. Alla, the third 
brother, was more successful ', he defeated Byrain, 
and obliged him to fly into Hindustan, where he 
died an exile from the throne of his fathers, and 
protected among a people whom they had per- 
secuted and oppressed. 

The prince of Gaur took possession of Ghizni; 
and after a few years’ struggle with the T urkmans, 
who invaded the coun&y, and with Chusero, who 
endeavoured to fe«over the dominions of his father 
Byram, succe^ed in extending his authority 


* Sach is the m&cmnt {^vea by Ferishta, hut there » so 
trace cf this inraskNii tuttvag the native htatoriana. The 
Greek writeiirs allude to the same occurreace, bat give i»a 
detsuls. Wc know little iitdeed of the ancient revolutions 
of empire. 
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through Afghanistan, Peshore, and Multan.* La- 
hore, the seat of the Ghiznian prince, held out 
for some yeara longer ; but, at length, fell into the 
hands of Mahommed Ghori, together with the 
pereon of the second Chusero, and the whole of 
the remaining possessions of his house, f 


About tbis time the Seljiikes, who had esta- 
blished themselves in Khorasan and Persia, were 
defeated by the viceroy of Khuarism, who found- 
ed a new dynasty in that country. These revo- 
lutions became daily more frequent, and were in 
part occasioned by the delegation of exclusive 
povrers to viceroys, and by continuing those 
powers in the decendants of the same family. 


Five yeare after the capture of Lahore, Mahom- 
med advanced into Ajmere, and took Tiberhind. 
The rajah of Ajmere joined his troops to those 
of the rajah of Delhi, endeavoured to effect the 
recovery of his capital. The armies met at the 
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village of Sirauri, on the river Sirsutty. * Ma- 
hommed was wounded and put to flight, and 
Tiberhind, as well m Ajmere, fell into the posses- 
sion of the victors. 

But the prince of Gaur was not one who 
yielded to defeat — the next year brought him 
back to Hindustan with a more formidable force, 
and he once more met the confederates on the 
fatal banks of the Sirsutty. I'his river he forded 
in the night, attacked the Indian camp, and dis- 
persed the army of 150 princes. The forts of 
Sireulty, Samana, Khoran, and Hassi opened their 
gates — Ajmere was ag^in taken and plundered; 
after which he returned to Ghizni, by the moun- 
tains of Sewaliic, leaving Cuttub, who had been 
originally a Tartar slave, to secure the conquered 
provinces, and to effect the reduction of Merat 
and Koel. 

The plunder which he had acquired in the 
Indian camp soon inviteid the return of Mahom- 
med into the country. Between Chimdwan and 
Atava he defeated the rajah of Canouje, and 
proceeding downwards along the Ganges, took 
Aasi, which contained the treasures, and Bunaris, 
which held the idols dt the Hindus, f 
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Cuttub, now the confirmed viceroy of Hin- 
dustan, made Delhi the seat of his government, 
and employed himself in extending the faith of 
Mahomed among his new subjects. Ajmere re- 
volted, and was subdued by this chief, who car- 
ried his army firom thence into Guzerat, and 
punished Bimdeo for the victory which he had 
lately wrested from Mahommed Ghori. Biana 
and Guallior were taken the following year by 
Mahommed in person ; who, returning fi:-om 
Hindustan to secure the western frontier of his 
dominions, and the succession of his brother 
Yeas-ud-deen, subdued Khorasan, and, while 
employed in settling its disorders, left Cuttub to 
extend his eastern conquests. But his successes 
in the west w'ere soon extinguished by' the too 
powerful opposition of the king of Samarcand. 
This monarch marched to the relief of the king of 
Kbuarism, then besieged in his capital by Ma- 
hommed. A dreadful engagement ensued, when 
Mahommed, after witnessing the destruction of 
his whole army, was obliged to seek safety in 
flight. 

This defeat of iheir sovereign encouraged the 
governors of Ghtzni and Multan to rebel, and 
induced the Gickers, a race of mountaineers in- 
habiting the country between the Indus and the 
mountains of Sewallic, to overrun the province 
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of Lahore. Tlie fidelity of Cuttub cnabkd the 
monarch to reduce the barbarians of the Punjab. 
But a.s he was preparing a second ex{>edition 
against the Tartars, for the recovery of his con- 
quests and military fame, he was assassinated in 
his tent, on the banks of the Indus, by a daring 
party of the mountaineers, who had eluded the 
vigilance of the guard, and ptnietrated, unob- 
served, into the centre of the (jaurian camp. 

On the deatli of Mahommed,* Cuttub, who 
hiul so materially aided in the reduction of Hin- 
dustan, and had been adopted by the king as the 
heir of his eastern conquests, succeeded to that 
portion of the empire. He was the first foreign 
.sovereign of India who resided in that country. 
But the provinces west of the Indus were occu- 
pied by lldoze, another Tartar slave. He was 
not long able to retain them. After some con- 
test, they- were wrested from his hands by Ma- 
hommed Kharism. Driven from Ghizni, lldoze 
endeavoured to pemess himself of the dominions 
of Cuttub, but %vas defeated f by Altiimsh, 
likewise a 'Fartar slave, w^ho had married Cut- 
tub’s daughter, and was nominated his succes- 
sor in the government. Several enemies op- 
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posed themselves to Altumsh ; amoug otin rs, 
the unfortunate Jillal-ud-deen, king of Kha- 
rism, who, flying from the invasion of Genghis 
Khan, attempted to establish himself in India. 
It was in vain that he swam his horse across 
the Indus; misfortune still accompanied his 
progress to the eastward. At Lahore he was 
met by Altumsh, and driven back upon the 
river, w^here the governor of Multan encoun- 
tered his reduced force, and obliged him to 
fly for refuge into Persia, by way of Kutch and 
Mukran, Cabui being already in the possession 
of his Tartar oppressors. Relieved from all fur- 
ther apprehensions of attack from the Afghan 
provinces, Altumsh had leisure to direct his 
efforts towards the Ganges. He soon succeeded 
in the extension of his empire over Bahar and 
Rengal : he recovered Guallior from the Rajepoots, 
j^uced the city of Oujein, with all Dutch and 
Malwa, »d fin^y rendered himself the com- 
plete master of Hindustan. In the mean while 
Genghis Khan conquered the w'hole of Tartary, 
and extended his influence from the shores of 
Syria to the waters of the Indus. 

Though the Chinese expedition relieved Hin- 
dustan from the visits of Genghis Khan, the 
country between it and the Caspian Sea felt all 
the dreadful effects of his presence. What 
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the fate of India might have been, had this 
savage attempted its invasion instead of the 
eoiKjuest of China, we may well imagine from 
the devastation which accompanied his progress 
in other countries. But that he would have 
been easily successful, may, perhaps, be some- 
what doubtful. He would have found in Aitumsh 
asoldieroffortune.nuraedincamps, and inured to 
the business of war ; retainingenoiigh of his Tartar 
character to give firmness and iictivity to all his 
measures, and, at the same time, instructed by 
a rwitlence among a more polished people, in the 
arts which cc»nciliate affection, and in the sci- 
ences which add wisdom and experience, without 
lessening energy. Genghis would have opposed 
a cavalry that had hitherto triumphed over every 
enemy, to a force composed of veterans equally 
successful with his own, and better acquainted 
with the nature and resources of the country 
in which they must contend for victory or ex- 
istence. If either had been defeated, the Gmg^ 
and the Indus would have precluded escape. 
But the good fortune of Hindustan saved it from 
the shock, and carried the barbarian into other 
countries. 

This scourge of mankind was bom in the year 
1 1 60, of the Mogul mce, and was first known by 
the name of Tamugin ; his other appdllatioB, 
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Gerigliis Khan, or feing of kings, being given to 
him by a prophet of Turkestan, after he had de- 
feated the Mogul, Tartar, and Kathay princes. 

The river Oxus formed the ancient boundary 
between Persia and Turkestan, a name applied to 
the whole country beyond the Oxus, the inha- 
bitants of which, whether Tartars, Moguls, Igu- 
reans, or Kathayans, were generally denominated 
Turkmans, from their first ancestor Turk, the 
reputed son of Japbet. 

The descendants of Turk had, in former ages, 
repeatedly invaded the Persian provinces, and 
had been often driven back into their fastnesses 
by the armies of that nation. But their habits of 
life (pasturage and the chase), and the necessity 
of providing for a population which their mode 
of living continually increased, encouraged them 
to quit their plains, and to seek establish- 
ments in other countries. From this cause arose 
those early migrations of theCimmerians and Scy- 
thians, mentioned by the Greek liistorians; and 
from hence wete issued the swarms which inun- 
dated and subdued the Roman, the Chinese, and 
Pereian empires. But while others had invaded to 
establish thenaselves in richer districts, Genghis 
was influenced by no other motives than the lust 
of plunder and conquest, and felt the greatest 


capiurea, ana one mniion six nunarea tnousaua 
oi‘ its iiiliabitants were slain. After thus con* 
verting his conquests into a desert, and prevent- 
ing the possibility of revolt by leaving no hands 


dominions between his sons. To Tulikhan he 
gave the sovereignty of Khorasan, Persia, and 
the confines of the Indus ; and proceeding to- 
w'ards China, of which he meditated the sub- 
jugation, he died of fatigue, on the line of march, 
in the sixty -^ixth year of his age. * 


The distractions which had taken place in 
the kingdom of Hindustan, upon the death 
of Altumsh, encours^ed the Moguls to iiivaiie 
that country. In 1940 they crossed the Indus, 
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and the Punjab as far as Lahore. 

And in 1241 ' they made an irruption into 
Bengal, by way of Thibet, In the next year 
they a^in crossed the Indus, invested Outch, 
and advanced upon the Beyah ; but though 
assisted in these invasions by the Gickers and 
some rebellious chiefs, they were not able to 
make any permanent establishment. In the mean 
while the throne of Delhi was ascended by Mah- 
ittood II., a vigorous prince, who first reduced ** 

the rebels, and then carried his arms beyond the 
Indus into the province of Ghizni, which he res- 
cued from the tyranny of the Mf^uls. * Seve- ^ 

ral successive invasions were afterwards repelled 
by this prince and by his successors, Balin, Kai- 
cobad, and Feroos II. These western successes 
were new, and were owing to a regular plan ar- 
ranged by Balin, for the defence of the country. 

It consisted in keeping a strong force on the river 
Rauvee, near Lahore, and in giving battle to the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of that city. 

Feroos 11, was succeeded by Alla I. He car- 
fi^his arms into the Deccan, and distinguished 
himself by repulsing the Moguls, who attempted 
the Punjab, itt 1296, trith a hundred thousand 
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men, and ai^ain in 1^8, with double that loree. 
Their first invasion was defeated at Lahore ; the 
second in the plains of Delhi. They made a 
third attempt in 1303, and having advanced as 
far as Delhi, retreated in a panic. The follow- 
ing year they were again defeated, and in 1^3 
two successive armies experienced the same fate. 
These tejjeated disastere so much depressed the 
nation that Hindustan was, for several years, freed 
from their incursions, and the generals of Alla 
were enabled to carry his arms into Cabul and 
C’aadahar.* 

Thus the race oi' Genghiii Mted in their en- 
fleavours to reduce Hindustan ; and they Were 
the only invaders who ever failed. But their 


• Alla establwlied regulations ft>r tbe 'colleciioi3i ^of 
rt.*veiiue, aiwi ixed imyrneut at 'Imlf tlie aufimal prodticfe* 
He also settled the pay of hb trdO|>», gb'irig a horsemaa 
from eighty to two hundred a»d thirty-four rupees g yatr. 
He was rf the ahlait of the Pitau wereigiss of India, 
and dktiriguished Mmself *io less by hi« justice tliaii his 
|iolicj. The tratdlar slept th mMj the tide fymk 
tlie »aa of Beugil to the hilte of Cabml, a»d from Cashmeit 
to Tilliagaiia.*' Ferwkm. The case is widely 

rent at present in some of these pronmees. The husband** 
mail carries his sword as well as his plough iato the ield, 
and iiojie but armed iiiea can trgYcrse the Puiijak Where 
the piirtiuits of the fenaer are m dangerous, those of th^ 
niereliaiit laiift b# impract^We* 
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defeat was owing, not to the natives of the coun- 
trj'-, but to the Pitan or Afghan chiefs, who had 
established themselves in its govcriimeat, and 
w'ho maintained for some time numerous and 
w’ell disciplined armies. Unhappily, the succes- 
sors of Alla did neither pursue his measures, or 
inherit his abilities. The respite which they en- 
joyed from foreign hostility was w'aated in private 
dissentions and in civil wars, instead of being em- 
ployed in securing their western frontier. But 
the descendants of Genghis Khan had also dege- 
nerated in the adjoining provinces of Cabul and 
Khorasan ; and both countries were left in the 
enjoyment of a dangerous calm, which was soon 
disturbed by the incursions of Timur. 

This prince, destined to give monarchs to Hin- 
dustan, was born at Casch, a small town of 
Traasoxiana; in the year 1335, and descended 
from the same ancestors with Genghis Khan. 
In 1370 he besieged Balk, and, having captured 
it, with its prince, assumed the sovereignty of 
the. country, and extended his conquests over 
Samarcand and J&hurism. In 1380 he crossed 
the Oxus, and invaded Khorasan. The ensuing 
year he dismantled Herat, from whence he ad- 
vanced upon Kedesfan, Nishabour, and Mazan- 
deran. In 1383 he added Sejestan, Candahar, 
and Cabul to his conquests. The two following 
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years were employed in the reductioii r.f Persuta 
Traque, and, for some time attmvard.s, he was 
engaged in a tedious war with the king of Desrln 
Kapchak, whom he pursued beyond tlie polar 
circle. 

Having defeated his northern enomies, re- 
duced the whole of Persia, and sefured the 
passes of Candahar and Cahul, he proeeedisl to 
the Indus, which one of bis grandsotis had al- 
ready crossed, as far hack as 1 394 , for the purpose 
of investing Outrh. Timur fotiinl the eunquost 
more than half achieved by the det'eat of the 
Pitan army on the Beyah, by the capture of 
Multan, and by the rebellion of the principal 
chiefs of the, empire. The emperor faiinseif, 
Mabmood, the third of the name, was deposed 
by Ecbal, and the whole country was plunged 
into the greatest confusion and distrust. 

While the empire was thus agitated, and with- 
out a leader; 'Kmur crossed the Indus near A t- 
tock ;* and after he had taken a strong fort descrtetl 
by the Pitan commander in that district, he pro- 
ceeded to the south-east until he reached the 


♦ Built and named hf Akter# me ©f Tiiiaiif i detccE-* 
iiaiits, and tii« Attgttstus ©f Hiiidiistaii, 



Conflwence of the Chelun and Chunab, which he 
crossed by a bridge of boats, and advanced upon 
Shahnawaz, leaving behind him the strong fortress . 
of Tolimbah uncaptured, and contenting himself 
with the destruction of the town and its inha- 
bitants. At Shahnawaz he found magazines of 
corn, and great wealth ; these he gave up to his 
army, and, after three days’ rest, moved to the 
Beyah, crossed this river, and proceeded into a 
rich and abundant country. 

In the mean while his grandson was besieged 
in Multan. The king hurried back towards that 
place, and, after raising the siege, advanced 
with his best troops towards Delhi, by way of 
Ajodin, Chaliscote, Battenize, Sirsutty, Futte- 
abad, Rahib, and Jonah, massacreing all the 
inhabitants he met with. The rest of his army, 
dispersed over Multan and Lahore, spread de- 
struction as they went, until they reached Key til 
near Samana, at which place Timur had appoint- 
ed a general rendezvous of his forces. From 
Keytil he advanced in order of battle to Paniput. 
Here he experienced the effects of his predatory 
invasion in a scarcity of provisions, which doliged 
him to pa^ into the Dooab before he attempted 
Delhi. He creased the Jumna at some distance 
above the city, stormed the fort of Louni, and 
then moving downwands along the river, he eft*- 
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camped opposite to Delhi, thus cutting off all 
supplies from the east, while the west was already 
wasted by the excesses of his trcxjps. 

- The number of his prisoners was considerable. 
Timur thought he could ill spare a force sufficient 
to guard them while he crossed the river to the 
attack of Delhi, and was fearful of entrusting them 
to a slender escort. Humanity with him was sel- 
dom a leading principle ; it never interfered with 
his interests, Having therefore put to the sword a 
hundred thousand of the captives, and passed the 
Jumna, he easily defeated the opposing army, 
invested Delhi, which he gave up to plunder, 
and commanded a general slaughter of all its in- 
habitants. After exercising unheard of cruelties 
fof the afm.ee of fifteen days, Timur returned to 
Firosehad and Paniput ; but a revolt called him 
again beyond the Jumna, gainst Merat, where 
he put the wffiole of the garrison to death. The 
accounts of the country near the upper Ganges 
made him solicitous to visit it, and the reports of 
thedevastation occasioned in thePunjab produced 
a wish to return by another road. Therefore, in- 
stead of returning to Paniput, he advanced from 
Merat along the Ganges to Hurdw'ar, where he 
massacred all the Hindus whom be found there 
assembled for their devotion ; and after crossing 
the river, and reducing the towns on both its 
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banks, he proceeded between the northern hills 
of the Punjab, to Jumboo, and from thence, 
through Cabul, to Samarcand. 

Ne\'er had Hindustan witnessed such cruelties 
as Timur inflicted. It had frequently been invad- 
ed, but plunder and empire were the motives of 
its former invaders. Timur’s pleasure, like that 
of Genghis, existed in destroying. Providence, 
in its mercy to the people of this country, had 
preserved them from two of the three evils which 
were offered to David. He sent the sword among 
them, but the pestilence and famine were stran- 
gers to their soil. By the union of civil disseution 
and foreign invasion, the Pitan empire w'as com- 
pletely dismembered. Malwa, Guzerat, Oude, 
Multan, and Lahore, were taken possession of by 
the viceroys, and little remained to the emperor 
.besides the ruined city of Delhi, and a small 
territory in the Dooab of the Jumna and the 
Ganges. 

Satisfied with wasting the conntry, and sure 
that he could reduce it to subjection whenever 
he pleased, Timur left no establishment in Hin- 
dustan, and passed the remainder of his life in 
rav^ing Persia, Syria, and Asia Minor, from 
whence he advanced with a large force to 
the conquest of China. He died in 1405 ; 
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and was succeeded bv his son Sharoch, whose 
viceroy in Cabul harrassed the Putijab without 
effecting any permanent conquest in that stiil 
distracted country. In the mean while, Cliizer, 
a stranger to the Pitan family, was placed on 
the throne of Delhi, supported by some, and Op- 
posed in arms by many of the iiidepeiidant chief- 
tains of Hindustan. 

The Gickers, availing themselves of the general 
confusion in the empire, revolted ; they called in 
the Moguls from Gabul, and employed the whole 
attentionof Mubarick and Mahommcd, the succes- 
sors of Chizer, in vain efforts to restore order to the 
country. But a frah febelHon put an end to the 
dynasty of Chizer,* which, in a succession of four 
princes, had held a disturbed dominion of fifty- 
four years. And about the same time the death 
of Sharoch occasioned a further division of the 
conquests of Timur, four of whose grandsons 
were the sovereigns of western Tartary ; of Kho* 
rasan, and the bcM^re of India ; of Mazandaran, 
Georgia, and their dejwndencies ; and of Persia. 
The immediate consequence of these divisions of 
territory was a succewioo of family wars, which 
reduced the power of the descendants of Tiimif, 


* This was called the dpaasty of the Sekla. 
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and left to the eldest of the family little metre than 
the recollected grandeur of his ancestors. 

The succession to empire must, in most cases, 
follow the law of succession to private property. 
Among the principal nations of Asia this law 
divides the property equally among the children, 
or makes it revert to the sovereign. But as, in 
the succession to empire, the first mode is the 
only one applicable, we find it to ha%’e been the 
one generally followed. The Tartar and Mogul 
conquerors divided their conquests among their 
children, as Alexander had done among his gene- 
rals. But neither the remembered habits of mili- 
tary subordination, nor the natural ties of consan- 
guinity, could obviate the ill effects of rivalry. 
Before the new conquests were consolidated, 
their possessors risqued them in attempting the 
reduction of their neighbours, through an ambi- 
tion of increasing teiritcHy, rather than of improv- 
ing it. It is the observed effect of these divisions 
in Europe, which has led to the establishment of a 
different law of succession, which, instead d ex- 
citing rivalry among all the membeiB of a family, 
strengthens the natural bonds, by making it the 
interest of all the younger to seek the favour 
of the elder, while it is that of the elder to 
strengthen himself by encouraging the prosperity 
of the junior branches. 




, the petty wars 

succewia in C 


expelled trora western rersia by Ismael, tue 
founder of the Sefi family, « ho added Khorasau 
and Western Tartary to his dominions. lJut 
they recovered in Iluulustan what they lost in 
Persia, and in Bal)ur and Akher made some 
atonement for the cruelties of their ancestor. 


Abuseid, the great grandson of Tiraur, and the 
head of the family, had eleven sons ; one of whom, 
Amer by name, was lather to Babur, and trans- 
mitted to him the sovereignty of the small ter- 


After the depcmition of the family of Chizer, 
? Afghan empire of Hindustan was again re- 
»red in the pereon of Beloli, who, in a lotsg 
gn of thirty-eight years, recovered several of 
B provinces, and transmitted the crown to his 
B Seconder, and to his grandson Ibrahim II. 


About the year 1500, the race of Timur were 


• A. D. ISIS. 
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of the enemy by the way of Berali and Pin- 
hala, he returned to Cabul to recruit liis army. 
To secure his rear he buiit a fort in Peshore, and 
after punishing the revolted Afghans, and reduc- 
ing Candahar, he returned into Hindustan,* and 
adtanced to Lahore. Here he was joined by 
several discontented chiefs of the country. From 
Lahore he moved forward to Debalpore, and 
across the Setleje to Sirhind, where a clesertion 
taking place among the principal of his new 
allies, he was obliged to return to Cabul, leaving 
garrisons at Salcot and Lahore, and directing his 
officers to keep up the .spirit of rebellion among 
tlie subjects of Ibrahim. Finding that his friends 
were defeated near Delhi, be again crossed the 
Indus, f and passing the Behat, reached Salcot, 
where he met the survivors, and proceeded with 
them beyond the Rauvee, captured the fort of 
Melwit, forded the Giger, and advanced within 
two days maitii of Shahabad. Here he dispersed 
the vanguard of the Pitan army, collected to stop 
his progress. After a halt of six days he movetl 
forward to Paniput, where he encountered the 
whole force of Ibrahim, who was defeated and 
slain in the action. Delhi fell into the conqueror’s 
hands, whoimm«iiately assumed the sovereignty 
of the whole empire, and established the dynasty 


* A, D. 1523. 


t A. D. 1525. 
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of the Mc^uls, His lineal descendant, Shah 
Akber, is still acknowledged the legal monarch 
of Hindustan, and exists on the generosity of the 
English nation, which his father deserted. 

But this battle did not terminate the struggle. 
The recollection of the cruelties exercised by 
Timur against their anceslore exasperated the Ti- 
tans against the Moguls. The small force of Babur 
seemed one that might be easily overcome. Their 
own empire, which had so long existed, was also 
at stake ; and the issue of the contest was not so 
mucfi thechange of a sovereign, which they would 
not, perhaps, have heeded, as the contest of two 
hostile nations for superiority. But the circum- 
stances of the contending parties were very un- 
equal. Babur united the force of the north-west 
under his bannere. The Pi tans were torn by 
mutual dissentions, and were fearful of entrusting 
their cause to an individual chieftain. The cool 
courage and active discipline of Babur prevailed 
over the unsteady and divided valour of his ene- 
mies. At the village of Kava, on the frontiers , 
of Biana, the confederates were overthrown. 
They no longer opposed him in a collected body ; 
but single chieftains maintained the dispute dur- 
ing the remainder of Babur’s life. He died in 
J 530, and transmitted the sovereignty of Hin- 

K 
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du9tan, of Cabul, and Candahar to his 
Humaioon. 

An early quarrel with his brothers weakened 
the authority of this prince, and the fonnida})Ie 
insurrection of Shabrock involved him in wars 
from 1,530 to 1542 , and finally compelled him to 
quit Hindustan, and to fly for refuge into Persia. 
The Pitans once more recovered the empire of 
their fathere, and held it until the year 1 . 559 , 
when Humaioon, after reducing his brother, 
who had taken possession of Cabul and Western 
India, received a message from his fiiends in 
Lahore and Delhi, inviting his return to the 
sovereignty of the country, which they repre- 
sented as exhausted by civil wars among the 
Pitans. He advanced from Peshore by Rotas 
and Lahore to Sirhind, where the braveiy of his 
aon Akber effected the final defeat of the Pitans, 
recovered De^t, and secured the Mogul empire 
in his own family. 

The policy of the Mogul princes was directed 
towards the security of the western and northern 
frontiesr by the firm possession of Cabul, C'anda- 
har, and Cashmere, and by building several Ibrts 
on the rivers of the Punjab. The reduction of 
Oude ; of Behar, Bengal, Orissa; of the north- 



destroyttJ the affection of brothers, and their 
jealousy of power united them in weakening its 
security. Without any law but the sovereign’s 
will, the people were little more than slaves ; 
without any support of hereditary nobles, and 
relying on the dubious allegiance of powerful 
chiefs, who dr«tded the hand that raised them, the 
sovereign had no real strength. His personal 
conduct decided his fate ; and it was too often 
the policy of the great chiefs to place upon the 
throne a weak prince whom they could manage, 
rather than a vigorous one who would manage 
them. As honours died with the possessor, he 
was anxious to accumulate all in himself, and 
little thoughtful for the future. The possession 
of power, the government of distant provinces, 
and the command of troops, who preferred action 
to ease, and readily follow'ed any chieftain who 
would pay them, induced the viceroys frequently 
to attempt iQdei>e»dance, and rendered the autho- 
rity of the sovereign the shadow, rather than the 
substance, of royalty. He was always acknow- 
i^ged, but seldom obeyed. Hence have ori- 
ginated the rapid rise and sudden change of 
Asiatic dynasties. They were hardly formed 
before their dissolution commenced ; and as they 
%vere established, so tliey were subdued, by the 
sword of usurpation. 





died in 1666, a witness to the civil ware of his 
sons, to the iraj^ndii]^ ruin of his family, and 
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the prieoner of his son Aumngzebe during the 
seven last years of his life. 

The Afghans, who still held possession of the 
hills of Cabul and the north-west bank of the 
Indus, and preserted the manners and government 
which had ever distinguished them, crossed the 
river in 1668, ted invaded the Punjab. Near 
Haran, on the Indus, they were defeated by the 
generals of Aurungzebe, pursued into their val- 
leys, and driven to the remotest of their woods. 
Then restlessness, joined to the frequent threats 
of the Persians and Usbwks,, induced the empe- 
ror to maintain a large force in Cabul, and on the 
western frontier of the empire. 

Shah Jehan had rebelled against his father, 
and in the rebellion of his own sons, receive the 
natural punishment of his crime. Aurungzebe, 
the succewfiii rebel, experienced similar disqui- 
etude in his latter days, and his death was fol- 
lowed by a renewal of those disorders which 
had distinguished every new succession in the 
femily erf Timur. Although he had extended 
the limits of the empire, these evils hastened its 
decline ; for the person of the prince ceased to 
command respect, the minds of his subjects were 
femiliarized to change, and every man ranged 
himself under the banners erf some favourite chief 



The Persians were, however, tr>o much occu- 
pied in their struggles with the Usbecks, to awil 
thetiiseives of the confusion consequent to the 
ik atli of Aurungzebe,- and the Usbecks were fully 
cmpl«>yed in maintaining possesskm of their new 
acquisitions in Khorasan and in the neighbour- 
ing provinces. The growing pow'er of the Mah- 
rattas, established by Sevagi in spite of Aurung- 
zebe, called all tlw Mcgtil forces to the south- 
ward, and occtBsi<ai«i a negligent defence of the 
west. The intolerant spirit of religious persecu- 
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thousand fellow-subjects appeared in arms against 
each other, ended the hopes and the life of one 
brother ; and the death of another in the Deccan, 
relieved the emperor from domestic enemies’ 
His decease, in 1712, renewed the civil wars! 
Four of his sons contended for his throne : of the 
four, the three youngest perished; and, after 
mnch bloodshed, the survivor was succeeded by 
the son of the second, who mounted the throne, 
under the name of Ferokshire, and was soon 
afterwards deposed and blinded, to make way 
for his cousin, Mahomed Shah. 

The Persians, under the first Shah Abbas, had 
recovered Khorasan from the Usbecks, and had, 
as has been already mentioned, conquered Can. 
dahar from the Moguls.* This conquest brought 
them among the Afghans, who not being able to 

make any successful inroads, at that time, upon 
India, and unwiaiHg to submit to their new 


* It was taken in 1625, by Shah Abbas, restored to the 
Mogmls in l638, by the treachery of Ali Merdan, and reco- 
vwtd by ibe Persians in 1649-50, through the bravery of 
bis SOM. Shah Jehan had employed European officers in 
fortifying it, and Its mine was enhanced by its being the 
entreprt of the trade, as well as the strongest fortress, be- 
ween Persia and India. Soiie idea of its wealth may be 
fi>rmed by the revenue which Persia derived from it ~ nearly 
4380 poiauds weight of gold, ' ^ 
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neighbours, engaged in a warfare, which, after 
long harassing, at last extinguished, the dynasty 
of Sefi. The same year that deprived Jehan 
Shah of his crown, deprived the second Shah 
Abbas of his life. The kingdom of Persia was, 
at this time, seriously assailed by the Turks, 
W'ho pushed their conquests as far as Bagdat ; 
by the Usbecks, who again invaded Khorasan ; 
and by the mountainous Afghans, who ex- 
tended their armies over Candahar and Se- 
jestan, Solyman, the successor of his father 
the second Abbas, was a slave to his eu- 
nuchs and physicians, and transmitted the em- 
pire, with these exhausting appendages, to his 
son Shah H«mein, the last monarch of the 
Sefi family, and totally unequal to contend 
with the hardy spirit and distnplined bravery 
of the Afghans. As the Titans had formerly 
reduced Hindustan, so the Afghans, at this 
time, made an attack upon Persia. One of their 
chiaBi, by name Mecrweis, * artful and bold, 
was their i«der. His forced residence at Ispa- 
han enabled him to excite a disloyal spirit among 
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the Persian ndbility. His piigriniage to Mecca 
confirmed the opinion of bis religion and loyalty, 
and removed the suspicions which had occasioned 
his summons to Ispahmi.. In 1709 he returned 
to Candahar, and making a plea of the infraction 
of the convention by which the Peraians had 
tolerated the religion of the Afghans-** an in- 
fraction evidenced by the attempt to extend the 
heresy of Ali, and to subject them to the govern- 
ment of the Christian prince of Georgia — he 
took anns, put to death the prince and the 
garrison, was acknowledged leader of the Af- 
ghans, and misted by the treachery of some Per- 
sian officers, completely defeated the army sent 
against him.* Having established the indepen- 
dance of his country, he died in 1717, and was 
succeeded by Abdoolaziz Khan, his brotheri, 
and the guardian of his sons. The death of the 
guardian transferred the government to his mur- 
derer, Meer Mahmood, the second son of Meer- 
weis. War with Persia was his first measure. 
In his route from Candahar, he advanced to 
Kennan, which he reached in January, 1718, 
at the head of ninety thousand Afghans, Gaurs, 
and Pitans. Failing in his attempt upon this place, 
he ravaged the surrounding country, advanced to 


• A. D, 1711. 


♦ Tte ciMtaare from Kcnnan. to J»pa!sarj if a twefity-lw! 
dmb* jouriiey' to a hor»e«ia.ii. ; from Caiiidiiliar to Ispahan 
tliree weekf to a caravan. The anny of Mahiuoo'l left Chh- 
dal»r ia Decemhet ; it retaaiiiail »>me time liefore E-ermaii* 
nail yet renclicd Isimliaa 00 the 8 tli of Marcii, 


Ii|moao by the Ge«*rt, which is4 of less extent tlisn that or 
Kennaa, a»cl wai obliged^ by want of water# to retire with 
the loss of abof'e half liii troopH, Amarath had, indeed# his 
mtilkiy to take with Imn# while MahnicaKi wa« unenewnber* 
^ wiA and im tri»op§ Joiaed a knowledge of, $l» 


Miff ed# when we eoiMiiar that the inhabitsnti of tie etttah 
try always ied into the towns on the ap|ircMch of ta. enemy* 
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crown to the conqueror, who extended his au- 
thority as far as Casbin and Shiraz. The mas- 
sacre of the Persian nobles and guards soon fol- 
* lowed the possession of Ispahan, and the invader 
endeavoured to restore the population of the 
place by a colony of Arabs, and by several suc- 
cessive removak of Afghan families, who w’ere 
safely conveyed across the desert, though no 
part of the country belonged to them, or was 
occupied by their troops. The murder of Mah- 
mood, in 1795j made room for his cousin Ash- 
rufF, who, after obtaining several successes 
against the Turks, made a peace with them in 
1727 , and had his title recognized by the Porte, 
on consideration of giving up Khusistan, Lo- 
ristan, Rengian, Sultanee, Khiik, and Ardebil, 
with all of Irak, except its eastern frontier, 

fWhile the Candahar Afghans were employed 
in resisting the authority of ‘Persia, the Abdalli 
Afghans, their countrymen and enemies, pos- 
sessed themselves of Ferah, Herat, and the 
greater part of Khorasan. They were in posees- 
sicm of these fortresses when Mahmood Meerweis 
first invaded Persia, and an unsuccessful attack 
upon Ferah* seems to have determined that 


141 

chief to attempt the route of Kerman and the 
desert. 

During these transactions of the Afghans, the 
governor of Meschid and Merou shook off the 
authority of the Persian prince, Shah Thamasp, 
who was a wanderer in his father’s dominions ; 
the Russians seized upon several places on the 
south-west of the Caspian, and the Turks secured 
by treaty with the usurper Ashruff, as already 
mentioned, several of the western provinces of 
the empire. 

Thus, then, it appears that the whole country 
from the Tigris to the Ganges was in a state of 
general confusion, and the two ancient empires 
of Persia and Hindustan were hastily proceeding 
towards their dissolution. The gates of Can- 
dahar, wrested from the former by the Afghans, 
were made the passage to its destruction. But 
those, <rf.CW>ul, which checked the Usbeeto* 
still remained in the ptMession, and 

delayed his late. The Usbecks and the Turk- 
mans were in motion on the Oxus, and the plea 
of assisting the Persian king in the recovery of 
his dominions, introduced them into Khorasan. 
History points out the consequence of such alli- 
ances. The Usbecks became more formidable 
to their friend than to hia enemies, and their 
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chief soon pc^essed himself of the sovereignty 
of the countiy which he undertook to defend. 

In that chief we recognize Nadir Shah, bom 
near Meschid in 1688 , of the Turkman tribe of 
Afchars, and of the Kirkbw race. After passing 
his first years in the petty warfare of his nation, 
he offered his services to Shah Thamasp, was 
soon appointed his general in chief, and after 
securing the whole of Khorasan, and expellino' 
the Candahar Afghans from Ispahan and its de! 
pendancies, he dethroned the king on the ground 
of incapacity, and governed the countiy, first in 
the name of an infant, and, after that infant’s 
death, in his own. 

The first years of his usurpation were passed 
in securing the northern provinces, and in ex-^ 
tending his authority to the westward and south- 
This effected, he advanced against Can- 
dahar; and, after considerable difficulty, got pos- 
^ion of that strong hold, and either attached 
the Afghans to his armies, or dispemed them 
among their mountains.* India opened upon hi* 


Nadir Shah took the ronteof Aberkho, Kirman, and 
liirfc. to Sejeatan ; the latter place he quitted the 24th Jaau- 
9ry, 1736, by way of Dilkhee and Ditoam, and on the 9th 
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it on the plains of Carnoul, and defeated ihe 
emperor Mahommed Shah with great slaughter. 
Delhi fell without difficulty into his hands.* The 
conduct of Timur was imitated by the coiKjueror 
and the place given up to plunder and the 
sword. After a five months’ residence, and a 
forced treaty of partition, by which all the pro- 
vinces west of the Indus, tc^ether with Tatta, 
were surrendered to Persia, Nadir quitted Delhi 
on the 25th of May, and proceeded along the 
northern hills to Lahore and Attock. The rainy 
season had now commenced, and so greatly 
retarded his return, that it was the' 21st of 
November before he could reach Cabul. The 
following year was passed in the reduction of the 
ceded provinces, particularly Sinde, during his 
march towards which he experienced great diffi- 
culties, and Ic^t the fourth of his treasures, with 
the greater part of his army. And when he 
amval at Nadirahad,y built on the ruins of 
Candahar, revolts in Khorasan and Sejestan, 
and a succession of wars with the Tartars, em- 
ployed his whole attention, and relieved India 
from the apprehended evils of another visit. 


— - — ■ - m 

* On the ITth of Jatiitary, 1738, 
t On the 24th of April, 174 O. 
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The influence of Nadir Shah, at the beginning 
of 17+7? extenifed over the greater part of the 
ancient dorainion* of Persia ; but his cruelties 
excited several insurrections, and at length occa- 
sioned his death. This event took place at 
Futteh-bad, about eight miles from Khabou- 
chan.* The conspirators secured the patron^e, 
and obeyed the directions of his nephew Aii Kuli 
K han, who was instigated to rebellion by the hope 
of personal elevation, and by the indulgence of a 
ferocious disposition. The first acts oi‘ Ali were 
the seizure of KhorasMi and the massacre of 
Nadir's family. But his empire, acquired by 
parricide, was of short duration ; and his crimes 
prepared the way for the treasons of his brother 
Ibrahim, who, after defeating Ali, blinded and 
imprisoned him. Failing to obtain pc»ses8ion of 
the person of Shahrockjt the only surviving grand- 
son of Nadir, Ibr^m openly resisted his autho- 
rity, and, after an unsuccessful contest, suffered, 
wit|f hi® brother, the juat punishment of rebel- 
lion and 

• On llie Stfa 0# Smmt 1747# 

f Oil tlie 0f 174i* This prince, Slifth*** ■ 

reclif who tiikiltti tite l^bod of N*dir tsd Sl»li wm 

»tili ilire In I7S3, whm Foriter ivmtlM Wm^ 

ik ; i« tlieii f tt er®^ mail tenitery of 

had two wii m » riiril wi'dii' fttcli oliitr^ 

But a« lit twd l»ett #f hst » to tek m 1% 

I* 
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As Nadir Shab was a Sunni in his reiigiCti® 
profession, and the Persians were zealous fol- 
lowers of Ali, his attempt to change their religion 
occasioned their inveterate hatred. To form a 
counterpoise to ifcs effects, he courted the Us- 
l>ecks and the Afghans. Among the latter was 
a person of the name of Ahmed, and of the tribe 
of Abdalli, to whom Nadir had shewn much 
fevour. On his sovereign’s death, Ahmed at- 
tacked the conspirators ; but finding them too 
powerful, he retired towards Candahar, where, 
after po^essing himself of the Cabul treasures, 
fee fwHied an independant monarchy, and re- 
established the old sovereignty of the Afghans 
over those provinces, and over the greater part 
of iChcH'asan. The dissentions in Persia offered 
little to his ambitiw) ; bat Hindustan, which he 
bad visited with Nadir, pi^ented a fall harvest 
md m ea^ conquest. The authority of the em- 
pOTT was,i»dac®d to » ahudowff^th®' principal of 
the state officers were contending for superiority ; 
and while the Mahrattas on one side, and the 
Seiks on the other, were endeavouring to anni- 
hilate the empire of the Moslems, the latter 

Ahmed to accomplish, their final 
destmet|p.,,;^. 

'''' ' — I ^ ^ 

year 1748, be was nsable t® take any steps towards the re- 
' e®wy of that empire, which <»ie of his grandfathers derived 
few Wieritaace, and the odier had possessed by conquest. 
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The Mahrattas were jRrst brought into notice 
by their siiccessfiil resistance to Auningzebe, in 
his expeditions to the Deccan ; and under the 
government of Set^gi and Sambagi, they esta- 
blished a considerable empire between the Ner- 
hudda and the Punjab. They are Hindus of the 
Rajepoot tribe, and, like all the inhabitants of 
hilly districts, more inclined to patriarchal and 
popular government than to obey a regular chief. 
Hence the femily of their deliverers, above- 
named, soon lost their authority, and were con- 
fined in the fort of Sattarah, w hile the govern- 
ment was administered by the descendants of a 
Bramin, by name BaJla-rao, who, from the office 
of secretary, rose to the dignity c# Peishwa, now 
enjoyed by his family m a right of inheritance. 

As the Mahrattas had been kept together by 
the sense of danger, and by the talents of Sevagj 
and his son, so the weakness of the Moguls, 
and the imprisonment of the house of Saho, ih*i 
duced several dt th^r chieft to assume separate 
authority. ' Tlie Boselah rajahs, who were re- 
lated to the Rajahs of Saho, established them- 
iwives in N^ore. Among others, Ranojee Scin" 
deah, a husbandman, disgusted with his occu- 
pation, entered the aftoy, and, by his iMaiery, 
was advanced ■!» the rank of Reseladhar. He 
left two sons by his wife, imd two by a concu- 
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bme. Of the former, the one, Jey-assa, was 
assassinated, and the other, Dotajee-petel, was 
killed in an engagement with Ahmed Shah ; of 
the latter, the elder, Tekojee-petel, fell, in the 
same battle, with his nephew Jengho-gce, son 
to the assassinated chief ; and the younger, Mha 
Rajah Scindeah-petel, wounded at Paniput, suc- 
ceeded to all the wealth of the family. This chief- 
tain founded the empire which became so dan- 
gerous under his nephew, the present Scindeah, 
until reduced by the vigorous policy of Marquis 
Wellesley, The Holkars had an origin equally 
obscure, and have experienced a similar fate. 

By the invitations of the viceroy of the Pun- 
jab, Ahmed crossed the Indus, and advanced 
towards Lahore. Alarmed at the near approach 
of his dangerous guest, the viceroy recollected 
his duties, and endeavoured to oppose him ; ? hut 
the zeakm® treasons of Adina Beg ensured the 
success of Ahmed, who, after securing the two 
provinces of Multan and Lahore, proceeded 
from the capital of the latter towards Delhi, by 
waycxf Lodiana and Sirhind. The royal army 
was encamped in the pass of Majeeburrah on the 
Setleje. A movement to the northward enabled 
the AbdalU to cross the river without opposi- 
tion. Several skirmishes ensued ; but the want 
of artilleiy, and the momentary loyalty of the 


troops of the emperor, obtiged the invader to retire 
with a considerable loss. Unhappily, the success 
of the Imperialists was dearly bought : the vizier 
Kummer-ud-deen, whose fidelity and cour^ ex- 
cited the blushes and the emulation of his rivals, 
perished in the action. The emperor died soon 
after his trusty servant ; and if any thing could 
have roused the old spirit of the Mogul chiefs, 
the corpse of their prince carried round the tomli 
of his hero would have had a magic influence ; 
it would have unsheathed the sabres of the 
whole nation to maintain his son, and have 
called tbrth an oath never to return them into 
their scabbards until the enemy were driven 
Irom the frontiera of the Punjab, and the coun- 
try secured from his future incursions. 

In the ensuing year, the Abdalli ^in ad- 
vanced to Lahore. But the governor at this 
time was the brave nephew of the late v izier, 
anti cme the principal instruments of the 
Afghans* delait M tdre prec«iing campaign. The 
dispositions made by Mt^een ul Mulk checked 
the prepress of Ahmed Shah, and compelled 
him to conclude a peace on the conditions c£ 
returning unmol^ted to Cabul. 

In'" ifSS, he crossed the a third time, 

with intteaied strength, while' that of the em- 



150 

pire was diminishiag. Once more he made 
himself master of Lahore ; and the brave Moyeen 
nl Mulk, deserted by the court, and unable to 
resist the invasion, was obliged to receive from 
the hands of Ahmed, the re-appointment to the 
government erf" Lahore. He survived the in- 
creasing miseries of his country but a short 
time ; and his death, with the disorders it pro- 
duced, brought back the Abdalli chief in 1759, 
and offered him the means of reaching Delhi 
without any difficulty. 

Having plundered the city, and formed a 
family alliance with the emperor, Ahmed pro- 
ceeded to the attack of the Jauts, who had be- 
come very formidable, at this time, under the 
command of Sooraje Mull. The Abdalli drove 
them from the plains among the mountains, and 
took one of their forts. 

The origin of the JaUte cannot be traced back 
beyond the commencement of the last century, 
though Colonel Dow would derive them from 
the Jits of Mahmood Ghasnevi. They were 
originally petty zemindars of the country, which 
extends between Agra and Jeypore. ‘ 

The absence of Aurungzebe in the Deccan, 
enabled them, under thejr chief Churamana, of 
the ^wennee tribe, to form a confederacy, 
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finding them divMed among themselves, he made 
his peace with Ahmed, and deserted the Hindus 
at the battle of Paniput The grant of Agra re- 
warded his duplicity; but in attempting to punish 
Sujah ud Dowlah for the desertion of his father 
Sufder Jung, he was surprised and slain, on a 
hunting party, by a detachment fi-om the army of 
the Rohilla chief, Najeeb Khan, who reduced 
the Jaut empire during the following ten years, 
and left little to the descendants of Sooraje Mull 
beyond the territory of Bhurtpore. 

The next measures of Ahmed were directed 
against Muttra, which opposed a feeble resist- 
ance, and fell into his hands. His conduct at 
this city offended all the Hindu race. Muttra 
was a place sacred in their opinions ; and Ahmed 
set fire to its temples, and massacred its inha- 
bitants. From Muttra he intended to advance 
against Agra but a serious sickness in his army ’ 
obliged him to return towards Candahar. 

The Abdalli’s sixth visit in 1760 was occa- 
sioned by the disturbances of the Seiks, who, 
availing themselves of the weakness of the em- 
pire, had spread their arms and their reformed 
Hindu faith through the hilly country which 
extends between Lahore and the Ganges. Com- 
bining their forces with the Mahrattas, whom 





and encountered the Mahratta forces in the 
plains of Paniput,* The battle commenced at 
noon, and continued until sun-set. The Mah- 
rattas were again defeated, and all their principal 
chieftains slain. They have not yet recovered 
this fatal day, which put an end to their hopes of 
expelling the Mahomedans from Hindustan. 


But the Seiks, who had hitherto preferred a 
desultoiy warfare to the decision of a battle, and 
had committed depredations on both parties, now 
made head against the Shah. In the following 
year they were defeated with great loss near Sir- 
hind ; but they soon recovered themselves, and, 
although they have been since often beaten, they 
have never been subdued. On the contrary, their 
continued and persevering hostility at length 
obliged the Ahdalli to relinquish his intention 
of stihduing the Punjab, which he never visited 
after the winter of 1767, ^ ' 


From that period, this fertile country became 
the territory of its defenders, the Seiks, who 
extended their government from the Indus to the 
nei^bourhood of Delhi, and have since main- 
tained a s«cc«srful warfture against the successors 
of Ahmed AhdtBii. whom, they h^^ been long 
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equally with Hindustan. Nearly all the family 
of Nadir Shah fell in the confusion which fol- 
lowed his death. The only survivor, his grandson 
Shahrock, long maintained himself in the petty 
district of Meschid. Kureem Khan established 
an empire in southern Persia, and Aga Mahom- 
med formed one in the northern. 

In southern Persia something of a stable go- 
vernment was established by Kureem Khan, 
who, under the humble title of vakeel, and under 
the pretended authority of one of the Sefi femily, 
ruled the lower provinces with absolute power 
and considerable ability for the space of thirty 
years. He died in 1779 : but neither the length 
of his reign, nor the wisdom of his regulations, 
could secure the succession to his son, or prevent 
the ravages of a civil war. A dispute between 
his brother and a kinsman ended in the massacre 
of both, and intmdnced a more distant relation to 
the throne. The reign of Jesir was a continua- 
tion of internal distraction, and was terminated, 
in the usual manner, by an assassin. The bravery 
of his son could not preserve him from his fether’s 
fate, 'and only put off the hour of transferring 
the empire of Pensia from the femily of Kureem 
Khan to that of His mu tilated rival Aga Mahom- 
med. This chief, who was of the tribe of Kajjar, 
celebrated for its courage and duplicity, had, 
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ifithhis femily, fellen into the hands *:>f Kureem 
Khan. The greater part suffered death ; hut Aga 
hlahommed was preserv'ed alive, though deprived 
of virility and freedom. The latter he recovered 
on the death of bis rival, and re{»iring to Mazan- 
daran he established himself in its government, 
where he continued to maintain a dubious con- 
test with the several usurpers of Persia, until he 
at length succeeded to the undisturbed sove- 
reignty of the country on the death of Loolf Ali 
Kltan, and transmitted the crown in peace to his 
nephew, the present king. 


But the security of the pre^nt king of Persia, 
Futteh Aly Khaa, is derived mwe from the ex- 
hausted state of the empire than from the attach- 
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There is, at the same time, an hereditary en» 
mity between the Persians and Afghans. The 
allies of the one will be the foes of the other. 
The hostile invader 'erf" Persia will find many ob- 
stacles in his way to Candahar, though the 
weakness of that power may not be able to repulse 
him. But the ally of Peraia, who may cross the 
desert with seme facility, will be sure to encoun- 
ter the bristled terrors of war in every defile of 
Afghanistan. In either case his progress will be 
impeded, though it may not in either be pre- 
vented. The union of both powers cannot, per- 
haps, overpower the invswieis ; but this union is 
not to be expected ; on the contrary, the nature 
of defeated Asiatics should make us prepared to 
find them enrolled under the banners rf their 
conquerors. 


It is, however, the duty of this country to 
avail' itelf af"emy mems of 'fendeti»|' the P^-' 
sians sensible to the true motives of the invaders, 
although it may not be advisable to employ any 
part of our force in their protection ; and to pro- 
vide in time against any diversion which may be 
attstepted by way of Bussewah and the Pewiah 
Gulphr, by the immediate appearance of a British 
squadron in that nei^houiiood. 


understand. 





most strange, that 



Y<?t Persia has n©e<i of our alliaace 

against the evideat designs of Russia, which 


• TW* w«8 written ia Jaswivy MOa. W« aow kww '(Apirt 
1800 ) tlwt die Pewftn counrt ectiully rtftined to mw» (Se- 
nemi Malcolm, and that the French er« active is orgatwinii; 
toop* mi fcteM&ig'eiBiiw in that waintry. 
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she has long feared and suffered much from. 
The last twenty years have been occupied by 
wars and encroachments, and the hostility of the 
two countries has advanced to such a state as to 
prevent quarter from-being given on either side. 
Fortunately for Persia, the unhealthiness of the 
climate to the Russian constitution has destroyed 
more men than the sword ; but the progress of 
the Russian arms, though slow, has been perse- 
vering ; and the emperor may feel fresh induce- 
ments to penetrate beyond the baleful coasts of the 
Caspian into the more healthy provinces of the 
interior, and to the shores of the Indian ocean. 

During these wars we have been known to the 
Persians as the intimate allies 6f the Russians. 
Such a connection must naturally have awakened 
their suspicion, mhI when emblazoned by the 
arts of French emissaries, may have leasonably 
occasioned tte ipwarve with which all our over- 
tures have been reCmved. 

But between Russia and Persia, between the 
Greek church and Mahomedanism, there never 
^ be^ cordial unit®, and the Persians feel it. 
As the French are now the allies of Russia, and 
as both are engs^ed la war with Great Britain, 
may we not avail ourselves of this circumstance 
to chahge the dispointlon of the Persian court. 



and to renew tl«it irfK»iaifey whseh formeriy 
existed l^tw^nit and th» coiintiy ? 

It is well known to many, that, ^heU'' Nadir 
Shah, was fiMming-a plaa for chwckinf the e»- 
croachtnents of Ruwa along the shores of the 
Caspian^ he considered a fleet in that sea as the 
most likely rf tuccess, and employed a 

British merchant of the name of Elton in super- 
intending ii» emistractioni Htnl the usurper 
lired a few years more, he would^ in all proba- 
hility, have effected bis purpose ; hut his death, 
and the ensuing disorders of the country, put an 
end to^aae pvefsmaiioBli^ md leff ae>*- 

compllsh hef'dteiigns.j The C*i|ilai»'''flee4 htt''ii0t 
since hem thought of. But is not this a pro}^ 
time'tO'tige the measure, td the court of Pmiit» 
and to offer ' that ' amistance Ik completing it, 
which the British toation ii b^ond any other 
tjualificd to afford, and which, by extending our 
inrtwotinnse .with the interior cff that coantiy, wSf 
open a wide oar commerce an# mani^- 
turfes, and gife to Img-suffering . Fwiia'the romans 
of piwate .fca^pinews smd puhlie- security 

i«ke i>wftk*'irf'’Geaenil Malcolm appear* db- 
bat itb W fe* hoped tbia.hi»'Ww|WW^|^iysf 

ledge,. irith_ WMstanee & B. Jpne^ 

of other cuyataotaaceii, snaj piodiM ‘Mt' S^wdljr* 

teieEml'tolbkhiHi^fW. ‘ 




Wliile Fereia has '#niCouiitered so inant' 
changes, the neighbouring empire of the Af- 
ghans has been far from stable. These people 
present a singular appearance for Asia- They 
have never been conquered. Their ancestors 
opposed the invasions of Alexander, and as we 
have seen already, retired among their moun- 
tains when unable to resist in the field. In after 
ages they repelled the attacks of the Parthians ; 
and checked the enthusiastic proselytism of the 
Arabs. In the eleventh century, one of their 
trihes extended its ravages into India and Trans- 
oxhma. And sooii after th»y another tribe 'esta- 
blished the Pitan dynasty in Hindustan, where 
it flourished with various succw until anni- 
hilated by the vaslour and policy of the Moguls, 
Yet they lent no* their wurage with their em-r 
pire I blit though Candaharand Gabul, with the 
''p^w depending thereoft,^ ' were' Wrested' 'ftom 
tliein,'=^ th^ preserved among Ih^r.hatfve hilk 
their lawle^ freedom and patriarchal customs. 
A pastwal natiem has few wants, and great 
rtetlessness. Preserved from the diwapation of 
towns, its populadon overfiowsv wliile die ro^ 
source of its supply are limited by the extent 
cf iw tewitoiy,.' Hence the, A'%hai» made con- 
tinu®i war^ either on India or iferda ; with w'hat 
Wwess has been already stated. 



Ahmed Ah<kUi uras succeeded by hi* soui 
Timur Shah, who pursued the tame measures of 
m&sma 

ten^ngehiefii ol 

autbixity ocer Hiuduetei. But hk Bumemm 
in .the bttery did not e<c}ual those in the fomer 
direction.' Hoc. wa» he ureU qualified fix «.'O!0n> 
queron The Se^ 'Obliged lum te relinquish 
his designs, and to confine himself to hk dtt* 
l«et*sr«kcf the Indue, , , ■ =. 


Gr«*ter aethrity,. -wititont , pklW.' ladeewiii ■ ii*-' 
tmded hit ma Zemaun-Shah. ..Thk pciiice, influx 
enced. by bis own aunhltiott, and' iiMfigiked by 
thf'peisuasioiM cNf emiseark*'' frc«n Tippoo Sul- 
teno 'and the Fieiicb|*-i«p«itediy inrai^' the 
Funjtd^ and fc«^ the -Brifish' 
firtmtim of Onde^ in-a state rf 'eotdrtii^'flietivity'' 
u S 
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between t3ie years 1795 and 1800. Treason at 
borne, rather than the valour of the Seiks, pre- 
vented him irom establishing his power in the 
Punjab, and remove so dangerous a neighbour 
from our vicinity. Subsequent to these events, 
Zeemaun Shah has been deposed and deprived of 
si^t, and a counter-revolution has been effected, 
by which he has been restored to freedom. But 
blindness being a disqualification for empire 
among the A%haas, . the sovereignty has been 
exercised by his brother Mahomed Shah, not 
without a formidable opposition from some other 
'A%han .chie&,. who' have, excited,^ .divisions -.in 
Candahar and Herat, and have endeavoured to 
establish a separate and independant government 
itt pach: of those provinces 

Situate betweesi Pemiaand India, ia the track 
army approaching' the latter fiom tbq west- 
-4%b*ms will iintfuridly," attract the at- 
tention of the French as well as of the Briti^ 
government. Their repeated wars with the Per- 
sians and Seiks have implanted a rooted empity 
to both people^ They havealso suffered so mqch 
inmads, ‘that. they are not likply.to 
receive an army among them l^m that quarter ; 
apd they are so jealous of their ; liherties as to 
sqtipect ite approach in any pther. Their charac- 
lipr» »<^d,,:is not much m'be reKed on, fq? th,qy 


arc treacherous aiwl crudL But interest and pas- 
sion will ever guide than, and if wt apply to 
these the proper stimuli, we may ffiQ#e them as 
we please. 

No enemy can ixms tlie Indus in ««uriiy 
unless the A%han9 are previously subdued. But 
the strong defiles with which their country 
abounds may be coovtfted into a c<»n|d(Sm har- 
rier to Hinduitan. ' Wlien an invading array has 
to march a great distance towards its c^edt, 
every degree of delay is a degree of defeat. Its 
success must depend upon the rapidity of ito 
inoveraeai^ whk^ ncrthtag wiH wcn^''«Mtf#ntxi' 
to prevent thut the dispute' <d’ pasite, mid the 
alarm of flying ttotachmante on each pmnt of the 
line of march. It is seldmn that the defendets 
of any countty should baaard a ^eisive hw^tie ; 
tliose of a hilly country never should. 

Now, if the French €«t«r Persia » alBes, 'wfeidh 
it seems prdbihle will be the ctee, the^ temility 
of the A%htnsinay easily' be 'Cacited'-apinst: 
them, if as enemleu,' the ravages which they 
will be found to have comtnittrf, and particu- 
larly their treatment of the fomales, will prcrctif 
the ' A%haa»' imn ^vitijg diem a friendlf ''iflmisfe, 
sion.' •Tito freftdh 'fflmst therefote'l^-it.'' ‘'It 
will be itecctoaiy'-iw.ustowikiphte^sadt' an 




think of resistance to the enemy when their 


Nor is the ^tablishment of a barrier in Af- 


in that city more than sixty thousand horses are 
sold. By fonning an alliance with th^e people 
we didil be' aMe t© setwt bet^ description of 


Fortunately our opportunities of influencing 
the A%hMi8 are not inferior to the advantages 
wWeh we may derive from their friendship. A 
^WB^dmahie part of their revenue is derived: from 
dutieg on the merchandiise of lntha, and fimn 
the tribute of Cashmere, and of their remain- 
tag' possesions on the-^iefr the Indus. 






iilive to tiiM coBsiikmtiona wbeaever tliej af« 
cieariy laid ixefofo them. 


Such has been the fate of the countries be- 
tiren tim' i&iia|e«i S«ft maA th» ' 
have been mutk mtm fteqwesotly raW feystiaBa- 
than by niKl genenlly conquered 

fkmi one set ^ tHutwnous tflvndefis bj aiK^bev 
HttM mm: femctoui diati tbenmlves. Their piiei* 
sent state is equally depkwaWe with thehr ancient, 
it is nauch more deplorable than when they w«m 
ruM by the- first twee of Fersia kimwn 
by the giteoMoif ;«d' Aiexwdbrii' 1^- thm TaiNM' 
trilMS who «itabiished thimuwtivw' in Fat^ia^' m 
even by the deseesAoils of lapaael Sefi. Eacb 
province 'has now its'sovereifn, and every t'dlagn 
itttytant. ■ From AsWdw^ -to Herat, the coun- 
tiy ik'S pv«y to the despatiMn of an unprineipledi 
.militifiFyt' or to the incurstoag €d^'til»^/i!ll^lmssk 
A^iaiititiui, new m- the dynw^ , i«'> whtcit hid 
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and tom by the private dissentions of its chiefs. 

Under this view of the subject, we see no rea- 
sonable grounds to hope that the enemy can be 
successfully combated, by any native efforts, in 
his progress to the Indus. He may, indeed, be 
much impeded, if early and effectual steps be 
taken ; but if they are not, there is little to be 
relied on west erf" the Ganges itself. If we look 
at the nations occupying the intermediate coun- 
try between the two great rivers of India, we 
caatne* «e much in 'dw present state, on which 
we can depend for our own security, 

Tl^ .^iks, who command the Punjab, have no 
regard for civil government, but every person 
who commands ten horsemen, feels himself an 
nwi^endaat chieftain, scorns laws, and pro claims 
dAmo©,, to the, world,.-.- 'and^'part of 

Multan and ^nde, still pay a public acknowledg- 
ment to the Afghans. The Hajepoots, who in^- 
habit the hills between the Punjab and the Dec- 
are weakened by mutual condicta, The 
Mo^.mperor, Simh.Akber,. ja a dependsmt on. 
the British govemmmtt, which his unfortunate 
fether deserted : and the British government pos.. 
swte , .the banks 'iofi.the -GiW^ and Jumna.—., 
^1 -are., sufficient 'dsfeices Is it h®r® 



HiltiHy infonns »§ that every battle which gate 
to the invaders the pcssession Hindustan, WM 
fought not far to the westward of Delhi : that 
all the judicious defences of the Gaurian princes 
s^nst the Tartars* were, made on the riven 
Beyah and Eauvee, in the neigitbourhood ei L»« 
here ; and that, in the opinion of &ihur and his 
successors, the empire could not be secure iinlea# 
it extended to, and possessed the passes of C3d»ul 
said CaiAiMB'.' '«> '!,»!>«>■ ■ 


Shall we take example from history, and pre- 
pare 'fe encm»i!fcer the enemy where snccws i* 
moat likdy l» attend our efforts ? If we meet 
him on the confines the Jumna, we shall find 
him encouraged by the unobstructed passage of 
the Indos'Kiid tdiawPuitjab, 'Mid ' mfiMhed' 
the abundant ^ prwiuce '«3f' diat'cmiatiy'ni^ of 
CAul. And tho«|^, m fais maroh feoin the Cas- 
pian Sea to CandahtH’,' -it i» not likely he may 
meet with any difficuitiet but what arise from 
the:;want ci widetw of for^, atid pn .visions, 
which,, as well as^ a^Ueiy and 
procustd Id Astiabad.'^ Mfrousb, ^'ppo-' 

vided fer«fi OfiW. knat/.tlffe. sMtiii, yet 




we may owisiiier th^e as sufficient to disqualiiy 
him for a awitest on the banks of the Indusi 
where we can oppose him with a disciplined 
army, and with all the other means of annoyance 
which a river of great depth and breadth will 
enable us to emfdoy. i 


But there is not much reascm to believe it can 
be effected so socm as in three months. Agree* 
ably to the very accurate account of Mr. Forster, 
the distance from Candahar to Balfroush is 1 120 
miiesi' the jester fMut whkh consists of a 
sandy ‘dtoert,» ill supplied.? with' waiat; 're- 
mainder of a mountainous, cold, and woody 
countiy. Mr. Forster left Candahar, with a ca- 
mvan, on the Stb October, and arrived at 
Balfiroush the 29tb rrf January, having stopped 
twenty-three (fcys at Herat, fifteen days at Ter- 
iMh^ eight at Shwocrt, aiui deven at otfeef pla«sa% 
HissfoiqwgeS'affltounted w*ali''tos«i^*<»e days, 
which, deducted from the number between the 
8 th d October and the 29 th of Januaiy, leaw 
fifty-six days Ifei' travelling. He perfiwmed^this 
iMtney, thiMefore, at the rato of twenty milei^ a 
this "was m much as it was pcaaibJtei.lo 
eflfect.’ m awayr'eneumbered^by 'attrlleiy 
and stores of 'dl canooh- even when unin* 
teis^pted by ait «wwy#,,|a 0 ^h above fourtoea 
aateft'^’day, and shoaM-liA''''€V€py seventh <hiy 


at least. At tltb i«ce it cannot reach Cantbhar 
Ihnn Balfrousby or AatraJbad, in leM thaa ninety-. 
i«r*en days. How many are the acctdents which 
may lengtten this time ? But at Candahar the 
enemy' wHl be 'Still fer firom India. It* distance, 
by way of Cabul, the usual route, is still five 
hundred and twenty-eight mile* from Attf«*k, 
and the greater part of it obstructed by liills. 
This will employ, then, about fertyiiix days 
more, cfen H the A%haffls aid them. We cannot, 
therefore, emwider the march from the Caspian 
to the Indus, as occupying less than one hundrml 
and forty days, or twenty weeks. It will requiie 
mu ‘ 4wtt i» 'the 'hmt tiaie for • 'camaai^fif 'dhe 
deserts, and to ardve m the Indus before Che 
rainy smson commeticm. 

If the FeisianS'iud the advance of the enemy, 
the Afghans, who hate the Persians, and Chrii.- 
tians B»re than them, will probably opp<»® it, 
The ' A%haii, mode of wartee i» wei i^a|iteiTt4» 
the hiHy ■ countty' th«y occtt'py ; ^ and' ' dtiy will 
have to contend with an enemy, 'iwduced by « 
long march through the d«wrt, and in want of 
every' necessary, Tb«y will have time to pe* 
pm for his approiich*-.to waste wry^.lhh^ 
which they cannot cany away — to ©i^^:'elr«iy 
defile' 'tjhrcmgh which an army and to 

tWend i|ii'tp|ao«:hes with 'It is' true 




that this people, unaided, will not be able to resist 
his prepress, and that they may prefer their own 
single efforts to any European assistance. But 
the Hindus and Mahomedans of India are well 
known to the Afghans, both are in our service, 
and will be kindly and readily received as allies 
at Peshore and Cabul. 


But it is possible that instead of resisting, the 
Afghans maybe tempted to join, the invader. The 
spoils of Hindustan, and the subversion of the 
empire of their old enemies the Seiks, may induce 
them to imeh a stepi »id #e know thkt fortneidy 
they joined Nadir Shah, and were the best troops 
in his army. In this event we are to expect the 
joint forces of France and Russia to be reple- 
nished in Cabul with all the necessaries which 
they may require, and to advance through Pe- 
slwMre tothe Indus with a powerful acetWpahin 
meht of hew allies. WhattibeP are we to do? 
— To permit them to Cross the Indus in safety 
■"to subdue or conciliate the Seiks — to effect a 
|ttncti6n with the Holkar, and any otheiB of the 
dl^ontetited Mahratms, and thus to rush in aft 
irresistible ;wave upon' Delhi, Agra, ' and 'Onde '? 
Are we fo leave them, quietly, to Occupy k rich 
cjountiy'i^to screen‘'tibeir rear' :by 'several rivers and 
fottfe, and to c^use- whei^, |h6^'''8hall attack us, 
i'srtififher the banks- %f''iiiiie‘'"l8anfife8. or in the 
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hwrtd' the Peninsula? Sureiynot! The Ganges 
and Jumna form an exceikot harrier a^inst the 
but Boti^inst the inraders ^rfHindustan. 
nvejs of theSeik country, the Punjah, form 
the pn^r inurier of the present British India. 
<» uBKes should be continued Iroin the 
mouth of the Indus to the hiils of Cashmere, and 
^ong these hills to Loll Dong, and the passes of 


The power that possesses money, and pay* 
ito trwps well, will never want soldiers in India, 
ut the satety of an empire is not to be trusted 

of Ae ancieat 

»y»t«®a of'fottreas^, lo tepei ,ihe, invasion of the 
alhes in the last war. Sbe had before, on more 
ooeiBHoiis than one, witnessed the success trf 
such ddence, and her/ enemies have lately had 
w^ul occasion m lament their acting on a 
Afferent system. Had the fortified places in 
wtriannd Prussia^be^ pkoed proper .ciBWt 
Atioa,- and' been' wff.suf^lied ',^ilh;,gtcnts^ 
Had the mumtji-m th®eneiay»», ifois of piarch, 
been wasted, and his out-poots. always uasailed, 
but his mwii,b«fy new opposed, he must have 
«©Ott , totired, or. haW' been speedily starved. . ,in» 

b^ as U tffofded him everv rhin«- 
t® tthp^^.ftams'ictoiy, omd :eveiy 
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Thme wk» ddandi think thqr may defend 
again : but those who attack, in m enemy’s 
country, know they must either conquer ot 
perish. The decistmi of a battle is, therefore, 
what they most anxiously desire; procrastinate 
warfare of defence, what they most seriously de- 
precate. 


The cduntiy of the Punjab, so necessary to our 
defence, is now occupied by the Seiks, whom 
we may considerin religion as reformed Hindus, 
and in their politios as the Swiss of India. 
Their.'': reformation was ^effected,', towsihtte '-the 
cl«e of the 15th century, by Nanock, a Hindu 
of the chittry cast. He forbade the worship of 
images, and the exhibition religious 
He r^uired that the tiemples should be plain, 
and the Deity adored without addressing any 
intemediate agency 4 and, while the, jtomiB 
exoladid prwtelytes, and..establisl^;^.'.grAik 
tions of tttnk, Nanock admitteai the former, and 
levelled all distinctions among his followers* F<w 
the regulation of the conduct of his disciples, he 
ft'' book, f which, ^ ensure, their , greater reve- 
,:was written in ,.a new chafacter, and to 
deserve' 'it|4 was stored with the,ktiofrW^ of 
ftftean years, employed in travelling ihrougli 
Fepda Sad Arabia.' He was Ifotn at Tulwundy 
,Ehaypoor),.six^ mil«';’tr«t of Lahore, in 


1469, and he died at Dlmji%h,on the banks of the 
RauTCe, forty miles ncwtb La,b«, in August, 
1539. In the interval between the latter yes^rantl 
1708, Nanock had nine aucceisora in the priest- 
hood. ’ The last was ujuned Govind-siag, iwid 
was distingutshed by his sticcessfui opposition 
to the tioo|Hi of the empim. On his death, no 
succes»or was appointed ; but a disciple of the 
name of Bunda collactoi the natioasrKOund his 
standard, and carried desolation and conversiMi 
to the neighbourhood ctf Delhi. 

This people, who equally despised Brama and 
liahop^.'*a£inEd the.^,hniti^ty oflhe/iottnirim 
tNT both. Hie femer nihto without powi^ ; but 
the fevour of the Mahotnedan princes was em- 
|dt^|«d in pemecnticMi. Its coan^uencai in- 
creased the religious of the $ed», and occa- 
sioned their irrecoiidlable hatiwl. They then pos- 
sessed the northern hills, and though sometimes 
de^tad'Smd drirm back, .they returaed.'jfM^ly 
tothe'}owd''isA»iibf and.wasit^ die'ftuhte'ndinf 
counti^. **'< Regular entx^ ©mid 'make little i»- 
prmion upon them. The streagth of the empire 
#88 alrosdy in decline. But what power fiiilei^ 
Mgotty end^wMimd-’to smooniplish a prioe';iPiii 
iet'on the' headed every $etk, 
oblig)ed''^ to " aubfl^^^ ' ciieumchiM^W '‘dhsth. 
With th* Shuii|si^Jbei|^ m«I the . intheiidity 



of conscience,- the Seiks shewed many martyrs, 
but no apostates. * 


The invasion of Nadir Shah called them forth, 
and the carelessness with which he conducted 
his return fiom Delhi expos^ his ba^age to 
their successfiil plunder*' The governor of La- 
hore, Mw Munnoo,* made several attempts to 
ledhce them ; but though dispersed in several 
actions, they continued unsubdued ; and taking 
advantage of the paaeral confusion arising from 
the expeditions of Ahmed Abdalli, and of the 
dismembewaeBt of t|ie entire amcmg th# diffe- 
rent chieftains, they succeeded in getting their 
independance acknowledged by a treaty with the 
new Lahore governor, on the coaditiwi, of aidii^ 
in the annoyance of the A%haii» and of effecting 
his entire expulsion from Hindustan, , , . 

’’IH''* -“‘Li ' 

govOTor of l«h<:^;|^ ,A4tna ft wan 
of great nnliwty 8«iid#eater intrigue. He 
bad originally called in Ahmod tP maintain his 
pOw^, and afterwards opposed the invader, well 
kaowng the u8ud,t»atmcnt, of a traitor. For 
tfeei ftiore effectual expulsion of Ahmed, he had 
invited: Mahrsdtas int%,the . ,Pu%ab. , l| was 






rassing the enemy, whom they will effectually 
prevent from sending out small detachments, ©r 
from covering any greater extent of territory 
than their army occupies. Accustomed to a 
life of hardship, they can bear great deprivations ; 
and knowing the effects of want of fodder, tlet 


jKJsIng him to the certain operations of famine. 


AH the rivers tff the Punjab are navi^dMe 
)i^tnost to the bilk from whence they flow* There 
is but one place a*' which an anhy « safely 
<nw the Indus. I#ii Attod;, tie plwe where 




Alexander, and every successive invader, entered 
Hindustan. Hephestion was sent forward to 
prepare a bridge — shall the French general be 
pettnitted io do the same? 

Experience, and the nature of thd country, 
therefore, suggest that the first measures of de- 
fence will be to Secure the navigation of the 
Indus and the Ptinjab rivers, and to prevent any 
of the boats, employed in their trade, from falling 
into the enemy’s hands. 

On con^(j[erin^ the spbt at which an attempt 
may be made to cross the Indus, and the route 
likely to be followed from thence, two towns iti 
|»articular, Attbck and Multan, arrest our atten- 
tion ; and for the greater security of the upper 
itreatn, a third Station offers itself in the village 
bf feazaar. Thb Indus is navigable to boats of a 
lar^ Sizd. ’thi pdfesesSlbn of Tatta will secure 
the Delta, and preserve the communication with 
Gnzerat and Bombay. Multan, built near the 
confluence of three of the Punjab rivers with the 
Indus, fcOfhtiiahdS the approaches in that direc- 
tion, and the free navigation to Lahore along the 
RauvCe, K dov'efs thd Setleje,* which flows 


* The gec^raphy of this eonntry is not yet well known. 
It Sis not yet ascCTliained whether Setieje and Beyah join 


at no great distance, and communicates with 
Delhi and the Jumna ; — a matter of great mo- 
ment, because boats from Laliore and Lodiana 
can drop down as for as Tatta in twelve davs; 
though the voyage upward is of as many weeks.* 

An invading army mtist proceed from Attock, 
cither directly eastward, through the passes 
guarded by the fortress of ll<*tas, upon Lahore ; 
or, inclining southward, acrrws the confluent 
streams of the Cholun and Chunauh, between 
their junction and Multan. A small force, placed 
at an ancient fortress on the left of the Chelun, 
near tlic confluence, may for some time command 
the crossing; and if forced, will still be able to 
tall back upon Tulbana, or to drop down to Mul- 
tan. When the river is crossed, the enemy, 
upon reaching the Rauvee, may have to encoun- 
ter all the collected defence of troops, artil- 
lery, and Iwats, extending from Lahore down to 
Multan, and hstrlisg Tttlbanft m their centre. In 


the or flow bj m septtmte claniid iafo the liicliit* 

liidlectls nothing emtmm is lm©w» of the liifliii ; aoJii 
m that the tot of any aiitlwrity m fWf 

it to be fmi¥i m jlitiiyii. b it not »ii#ey«l * 

* VMtf of Ike Ewt liiciie«. 

■ K f 
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addition to this, a few days can bring reinforce- 
ments along the Setleje from the vicinity of 
Delhi ; and an army on the banks of that river 
will be able effectually to cut off all communi- 
cation with the Mahrattas, excepting by the 
Ajmere desert, to the natural difficulties of 
which will be raided, the entire occupation of 
the banks of the Indus and Rauvee by our 
forces, 

A further advantage of this position arises 
from the facility with which the enemy’s sup- 
plies can be cut off, and our own be secured. 
The province of Guzerat will send its produce 
along the left bank of the Indus ; and all the 
collected stores of Bengal, and the upper stations 
of the armies, may be forwarded across the 
Jumna to the Setleje, without any apprehension 
from the enemy’s incursions. 

v' 'i.sti , ' '*S , ' 

Thus it appears, that the defences of the com- 
pany’s tenitories consist of three lines, on the 
Indus, the Rauvee, and the Setleje, before the 
enemy can approach the Jumna. These lines 
are flanked by Multan, and the desert at Aj- 
mere to the scmth t by BaM.ar and the Cash- 
mere mountains to the north ; and they may be 
made to communicate with ^ch other by strong 
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jposltions on the different rivers and passes of the 
country, * 
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Slime to throw out the hint. It would be pre- 
sumptuous and unsafe to attempt the details in 
this place. 

I may, however, add, that it appears highly 
wise that we should pay particular attention to 
the Hindus, and conciliate the continuance of 
their confidence by every effort in our power. 
From them there is not any great danger to be 
apprehended. Powerful as the Mahrattas were, 
we found them only capable of a defensive w^ar. 
Their power is now diminished, and having felt 
our superiority, they will accept our tavours 
with the greater gratitude. Should they not, 
and should Holkar and Scindeah evince a readi- 
ness to renew hostilities, their efforts may not 
only be balanced by the opposition of the other 
chieftains of the Mahratta confederacy, but by 
another still more effectual method, that of en- 
couragenaent afforded by our governnaent to the 
Rajepoot princes, who have long watched the 
growing power of the Mahrattas with great 
jealousy and uneasiness. 

■ ? 

^ In the Rajepoot princes we recognize the de- 
scendants of the ancient Hindu sovereigns of 
India, who, after being driven by their invaders 
fpm the plains, retired among the hills which 
separate the Punjab from the Peninsula, and there 



tion ot 
Pitaii r 
a time 

Mosnii* 


wards built the city of Jeypore, aiud wag consi- 
tlered as the lx's! astronomer in India, wrote a 
hitter of remonstrance to the emperor on the 
eiiecta of hk conduct and intokiaitc^p It is 
well worthy the attentioi} of modern conirertefs, 
and evinces equal temper and reflection, * 
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the sovereigns of that house, and assumed the 
government in himself ; and particularly since 
new men, such as Scindeah and Holkar, have 
established themselves in the possession of ex- 
clusive territories, the Rajepoots have felt more 
alarm at the progress of Hindus than that of the 
Mahomedans had before occasioned. * 

Nor has their alarm been without grounds. 
Their territories have repeatedly suffered from 
the aggressions of their powerful neighbours ; 
and it is not among the least of the evils accom- 
panyii^ it, that they have been compelled to 
yield submission to persons whom they consider 
usurpers, and of a cast infinitely below their own. 

While thus menaced by the Mahrattas from 
the southward, smd frequently harassed by the 
Seiks from the northward, the Rajepoot princes 
may he considered as our inatural allies, and will 
always look to us for protection against their 
powerful and encroaching neighbours. 

, . - IP 

♦ Tte power, that of the Peishwa, m 

,tiie i^er of a sneti'essfiil serraat over his deceived* lord. 
The ' hdiig ©f the same femily with the Saho 

wjaha of Sattarah, ■ eoraider the power, of the Fekhwa' as an 
Bstirpation, and that of • the other chieftains, who are de** 
scended from officers Woriging to the first Paishwa, a« cif ^ 
still less legitimate nature* 
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selah, or Berar rajah. But the power of the 
rana is greatly unequal to his rank. His domi- 
nions extend through a hilly country for about 
loO miles long, and 100 broad. They are 
bounded to the north-west by Joudpore, to the 
north by A j mere, to the north-east by Khotah 
and Bundy, and to the south-east by IMalva. 
The cultivated lands are for the greater part in 
possession of the Mahrattas, who distress the 
country by arbitrary and severe exactions. Yet 
there are several strong places in the hills still in 
possession of the liajepoot chiefs, who are of the 
Sesodiah tribe, and consider themselves inde.^ 
pendant of the Mahrattas. The country pro- 
duces sugar, indigo, cotton, and abounds in 
iron and sulphur. The cattle are small, the 
horses numerous, and the rana is supposed 
capable of furnishing a force of 12,000 cavalry. 

The rajah of Joudpore, or Marwar, who also 
claims descent from the sovereigns of Canouje, 
is possessed of greater power and territory than 
his neighbour of Oudipore. The country is 
stated to extend for 450 miles in one direction, 
and 350 in another, and to be covered with 5,000 
villages. It is particplarly fertile to the south- 
ward ; but, though rich in salt and lead mines, 
and inhabited by the Rhatores, the bravest of 
the Rajepoot tribes, it has not been able to 



also, SIS 111 aoudpore, the prince is despotic, i he 
nature of the soil, and the difficulty of obtaining 
water, make the cultiiation very indifferent. 
The revenues of this country, which were for- 
merly derived from transit dutiiis on the passage 
of merchandize from Surat and Tatta, are now 
drawn into a different channel through Jej’porc, 
and it is at present principally distinguished for 
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fifty thousand infantry and cavalry, accompanied 
with a numerous artillery. But the encroach- 
ments made upon the feudal tenure have consi- 
derably reduced the military ardor of his sub- 
jects, and his troops are neither so brave or so 
well commanded as those of his neighbours. 
The Jeypore Rajepoots are of the Kutchwa 
tribe, and trace their origin from Ramchunder. 
The first prince reigned about two hundred and 
fifty years ago, and bis descendants often served 
in the armies of the Mogul. 

The above are the principal of the Rajepoot 
princes in Hindustan ; and though their se- 
parate force is not formidable, their collected 
strength may be employed to the most salutary 
purposes. We cannot, however, quit them with- 
out remarking the melancholy effects which the 
convulsions in this country have produced. It 
has been already stated what force they are 
capable of furnishing at present. The severity 
of their suffering will be estimated, when the 
reader knows that they furnished Akber with 
86,500 cavalry, 347,000 infantry, and a revenue 
of above five crore of rupees ! * 

When we look to the Mahomedan powers in 


* Ay«n Akbery.^ 





be kept in order, ami be rendered usefui — as 
allies, they never can be trusted in the hour of 


assure the whole of our Indian subjects and 


by the same conduct which rescued them from 
petty tyrants, from civil wars, and from religioa* 







im 

■A. , ’ 

of rank, whitji have been so long deemed essen- 
tial to their happiness. We must convince them, 
that insult to their feelings, to their prejudices, 
and their interests, is not encouraged or per- 
mitted by the British government ; and that, 
although we shall be ready to supply them with 
the means of higher knowledge and better mo- 
rals, We shall take no steps to force the diffusion 
of either ; but leave the Hindu, the Seik, and 
the Mahomedan, in the free exercise of his "wor- 
ship, contented with his obedience to our ac- 
knowledged authority, and with the preservation 
of our empire from internal feuds and external 
enemies. 

While we preserve the confidence of these 
•people, and possess the command of Egypt, of 
the Indian seasj and the banks of the Indus, we 
Inay set invasion at defiance, although Buona- 
parte himself, -with the unhappy and blind Alex- 
ander, should combine every effort in the at- 
tempt ; and as long as we use economy in ouf 
Resources, pay well our native troops, lead them 
into battle, and fulfil our engagements to them, 
to long shall we be able to raise large armies, 
and to employ therri from the banks of the 
Nile to the ihouhtains of Cashgar. But if we 
thoughtlessly rely bit the obstacles between 
Europe mid the Indus, and consider invasion as 


oi the tiaiigea, only (me limiq mere is necessary 
to our certain destruction — it is to scud out mis- 
sionaries by the fleets of this seaKon. to encou- 
rage dissertations in tile native languages ujmui 
the absurdities of the iiativt; religious, and to 
publish an order in council for the convemion 
of all the llihduS and Mahomedans in our 
empire. 

In the earnest hope that nothing of this kind 
is intended, and fully convinced of its danger 
and inefficacy, I have only to add my apok^y to 
the reader for having m long, and, I fear, »> 
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